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TREFACE. 



Ill the following pages the autlior lias cndoavorod to ex- 
]>lain the caases of the stricken and prastrate condition of 
one of tlie most delightful, and fornvrly, one of the mos^t 
productive islands in the world, and to indicate the pro- 
cesses by which, in his judgment, the laws of nature and 
of ti'ade are proNiding for the ultimate restoration of its 
ancient prosperity and wealth, llioy embrace the sub- 
stance of observations made during a recent excursion to 
Jamaica, which, it is proper for him to say, was under- 
taken merely for recreation, and with <io tliought of 
troubling the public about it, excopt perhaps, by an 
occasional letter to the public journal witli whicli he is 
professionally connected. During his absence ho found 
occasion to address several communications respecting 
Jamaican affairs, to the readers of tho Evening Post, 
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and upon his return was pleased to discover that they 
had been the means, to some extent, of developing 
the lively curiosity which pervades the public mind of 
America, for information about tlie poUtico-economical 
condition of that island, after a deliverance of sixteen 
years from chattel slavery. Tliat curiosity tlie author has 
endeavored to gratify, without attempting to do anything 
more. He has not presumed to write a history or a 
geography of Jamaica, nor to present a scientific statement 
of its resources, neither has he written a book of travels. 
He has limited the personal narrative almost exclasively 
to such incidents as seemed necessary to an intelligible 
analvsis of the causes which have reduced Jamaica to her 
present deplorable condition, and of Uie means which are 
in operation for her ultimate restoration. He hsis endea- 
vored to give a correct picture of Jamaica as she is, not 
what she has been ; nor has he referred to her past his- 
tory, farther tlian was necessary for that purj^ose. 

The N-iews he has taken of Uie wants of Jamaica, and of 
the dntr oC the Home Government toward her, are essen- 
tially different from those professed, so far as he knows, by 
any politjcsd party either there or in England, and yet he 
publishes tliem with some confidence, for he is satisfied 
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timt thoy Arc aucU as aIiuoaI any American would adopt, 
who should visit tlio inland and intunn iiinisc'If with tuleni- 
bio uiinutencsA, of iU physical and jHilitioal condition. 

Tlio Autlior avails hinisolf of this 4Hv:ision to make his 
grateful acknowledji^oniont** to thos** frioiuls whos*) aopiaiut- 
ancc, it was liis prinlogo to make in tlamaica, and wlioso 
hospitable attentions cncibled him to forget that he waA 
nearly two thoasand miles from his home, a stranger in a 
strange land. lie desires also, spiciiilly to recognise his 
obhgations to Ca}>tjiin J. 1>. Wilson, of the U. S. Mail 
Ste.nmer, Emi»;rc City, to who>e devot«*d courtesy he owed 
m<iny im}»ortant priviK-gt^ and facilitiis dunng his (ibscnce, 
and whose personal and professionid character, it ^ill 
always be his delight to honor. 

New York, Oct 21bt, 1850. 
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CIlAlTEll 1. 



D<'|Mtrturc from New York — How t«i c^cnm* hcu-j»irknej'*— Our 
juj-seuifors — ^Tuylor, cousin of (tiii« lal /arharv Taylor— IImj 
i\^!*'^ (»t' Mayu^tmiiu — Arrival nt Tort Uoynl — Coiiimodure 
Bruokit — Kiu<r>toii sceu from tiie liav. 



It is not easy to iniaj^ine a iiioro delightful Rorics of 
sensations than one cx|>orionc<.*s in |»as>in{j at the rate of 
two humlri'd and fiftv niilifs a d.iv, in a 1ii*st class stoara- 
ship like the Kinjiiro City, iVoni tl»»' rii^oi's of a northern 
winter, to the soft and i;«ni;n trihjwraiuro of the trojiics. 
It was tlu' second day atu r >»• w Voar's, at ]>rociselr 
thne oVlock in the afternoon, tliat wi- sailed from j»ier Xo. 
3, loavin;jj New York city behind ns all ice-hound, hei 
streets covered witli snow and re>«»nant with sleigh bells 
Furs and wooUcils enveloped her ] copulation, and ihenno 
meters of eveiy sect and denomination were agreed tlia 
the weather was very cold. The greater part of the nigh 
following that of our departure, I passed in walking th 
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2 HOW TO AVOID 8EA-6ICKN'E8S. 

deck of Um t»teanier without an overcoat of any kind, and 
was warm and comfortable, as if it were an evening in 
June instead of January. In two diiys more linen cloth- 
ing was gladly substituted by the less prudent of our com- 
pany, including myself, for flannels, and the pitch trickled 
from the seams of the ship, and from her rigging, under 
the unrelenting heat of a tropical sun. But the air was 
alwap pure, soft and exhilirating, the heat not in the least 
enervating, and the etlect of the gradual transition was not 
unlike the delightful sensations of a wann bath, protracted 
through a series of days instead of minutes. No stimu- 
lants afford such delightful sensations. I had small occa- 
sion for sleep, to which I did not devote on an average 
more than three hours out of every twenty-four, nor did I 
suffer any inconvenience from the want of it I always 
awoke refreshed and hungry. 

Neither was I sea-sick. I discovered soon after our de- 
parture the propriety of adopting the following precautions, 
to which I presume I owe my exemption from this com- 
mon terror of inexperienced sea voyagers. In the first 
place, I was careful never while sitting in the cabin, to rest 
my feet upon the floor, but always to stretch t' .em u|K>n 
the sofa or a chair ; in the next place, I always seated 
myself so that the roll of the ship should pitch me from 
side to side, and not forward and backward. In the third 
plaoSy whenever I felt in the least unsettled, I was careful 
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never to tix my attontioii upon any noar object, nnd C9]io- 
cinlly avoided rcailin^j^ or writin«jf ; if nccessar}', I cloN^d 
my eyi»s altoj^ctlier. Finally, I niade it a point to pfo re- 
gularly to the tible and cat moilcrat4>ly of plain food. By 
the careful obser\'ancc of tliese preaiutions, I w:ls enabled 
to enjoy my voya<;o >vithout interruption, and I cnme to 
the conclusion that most persouH, if in ^oimI healUi when 
tliey embark, may avoid 8ea-«ickne8» altoj^ether by follow- 
ing my example. 

In six days from the period of our departure we were 
entering the harbor of Port Royal, having made tlie voy- 
ajjo in less time tlian it had ever l>een made K-fore. From 
tlie time we parted ^vith our ])ilot otV Sandy Hook, imtil 
wo arrived at Janniiea, our wheels never stopjicd. By 
night and by day, whether we wen* sleej>ing or waking, 
whether watching or dreaming, the massive engine bt^neatli 
us, like an imprisoned giant, with anns of iron and breath 
of flame, toiled on without fatigue and without repodo. 
The weather was uniformly fine, and all the incidents ol 
the voyage conspired to make it plcii^mt 

The interior aa^ommodations of the Empire City an 
palatial. I enjoyed the exclusive use of a state-room, moe 
chgibly situated with a sitting-room adjacent, luxurious! 
furnished. Our table abounded witli all the luxuries of th 
New York market, dispensed by one of the most hospits 
ble of captains, and our company was exceedingly pleasau 



4 OCNEUAL TAYLOK AM> I'AKTY. 

in spite of all the tn'ing familiarities to \ihicli one is ex* 
poeed in the cabins of populous ships. 

Among our fellow passengers was Mr. Cathcnvood, the 
artist, who was on his way to Central America, whence, 
after a sojourn of a few month;«, he proi>osed to embark 
for California on a professional \nsit. Ilis large experience 
as a traveller in every quarter of the globe, rendered him 
an interesting; and useful addition to our mess. 

Gen. S. G. Taylor, cousin of the late President Zachary 
Taylor, was also of our company, accompanied by his wife, 
his son, Captain Marcel Ins K. Taylor and his wife, a pooille 
dog and a parrot General Taylor so closely resembles 
his distinguished coasin that I thought they were brothers 
before I was told tliat they were kindred. He lacks tho 
perce]>tive faculties which wore the most prominent intel- 
lectual endowments of Zaehar}% but in other respects the 
likeness is very striking. For some years past the Gene* 
ral has been consul at Bogota. I believe he holds the 
office still, though he is not attending to its duties if it 
have any. He was now on his way to the Istlimus for 
the purpose of prosecuting a speculation in gold mining in 
which he was engaged, with some others, in that region. 
A disparity of some forty years Ix^tween his own age and 
that of his wife seemed only to increase his devotion to 
her, and his consideration for the comforts of what seemed 
nener to her than any other living things, except himself^ 
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C'MTAIX TAYLOR rori*Kll MINKRH. ;> 

li<^r p2im>t aii<l hor po<Nll<*, wliich )i<* tnuW iinn^iiiittin^xly 
wluMi ]i«T attention was, as it MoiiK^tiincH lia^l to Yio, with- 
dniwii from oiw or Iwitli of tlwin. ILt »lovoiioii to i\\(**o 
]K»t« wrri' s<»ni<*tirni«jf of an aiinovanr*' to soin«' t»f ln^r f«*l- 
low passon^rors, espooially to a I'oiiMiinptivo ;::**ntloman 
fn»in Now Yoil«, wlio was iNitind to Janinira in <|U«»Ht of 
hoaUli, and who was tin* involuntary auditor of all thocon- 
vorsation wliii'li pa>H'd U'twoen tln^n ; l>ut it ]»rovcd at tli4» 
saino tinu*, that if lVovid<*n«'o had ]i«'rmittod Iut niarriatj»» 
with tho (lonoral to 1h> att4*nd«*d \\iih th«» usu;d hh'ssin;^ 
of matrinionv, she would linvo m.-id** a nni*t atr«M*tionat«' 
and dovotoil mother. 

<'a]»t. ^^ar(H•llns K. Taylor, tln^ ^on of tin* <i«Mi«»ral, l»y i 
fonnor niarria;^^ attained sonic diMinrtion in tlu* Mfxicai 
war t'or his hravcry and j»rof<'s<ioii:d n'sourcrs. Ho Inn 
tho crodit of Jinvini^ d«*visod and con>trn<'ird tlu» corn 
stilk bridiTo across tho ravino n«sir Ah>ntorov, ovor whi«-^ 
his inioh* tin* ]V'si<l<nt, niarolnMl his who!*- annvin safot 
to tho attack of that j»]ao<*. 1I<* >\ms, also, <»no of tho o; 
oort appointed to attond ^M-noral Santa Anna whon 1 
rotirod fri>ni Moxico, afi«'r his ih t*i*at and surrondor. 
judi^od him to bo alxmt thirty yr;ns of ai^o. 

Besides these, we were aeeoin|»;»iiiiMl by two gontlonn 
fivmi Now York, and a comi»any *>\ m<*n in tln'ir cmple 
who were goin*^ to Jannnea to en-;ii;o in minin<^ for co 
per, wliich they think may bo foinid on that island 
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great abundance. Thoy liave already ^ocured a long lease 
of tlio lands ^^ mountains, rathor, on which the mines lie, 
and speak of their speedy and crmijdote success with entire 
oonfidence. 

The ^Tf^ hind we made after taking leave of the heights 
of Neven«ink, wa« the point of Mayaguana, about 1,200 
miled from New York. A dangerous coral reef, which 
projects from tlie island, gives this ]K>int some consequence, 
as it hjis been more fatnl to na\*igators than any other, 1 
believe, among tlie West India Islands. 

It is a striking illustration of the triumphs of mmlern 
na>'igation, tliat Ca]>tain Wilson was able to calculate his 
courses with such accuracy, for a distance of four hundred 
leagues, as to come within half a mile of the |K)int towards 
which he laid the course of the ship, when he took his 
last departure from Bamegat. Wo fortunately reached it 
during daylight; had we arrived in the night, we should 
have been comj)elled to lie-too till monnng, the channel 
is so narrow and tortiUMis. In passing it fmm the south, 
the captain says, on his return voyage, he always keeps on by 
night or day, for he is enabled to get a " departure," so 
recently, from the headlands of St. Domingo, that in the 
absence of all currents, he can na\igate the ]>assage with- 
out difficulty ; but in coming from the north, owing to the 
variety of currents which one encounters in tlie Atlantic, 
H is impowible ^r the navigator to calculate his position 
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ARRItAI. AT PORT ROVAL. 7 

uith Hiu*1i acouracy m to niako tho |^<iK^ap[e in the night 
8at<\ All om»r of half a inilo in Iih rockiming might be 
fatal. 

Tlh- tlionnonirtor st«K»l at fiO<^ n<\<*' roini«lo<l Mayaguann, 
an«l many of tli** ji;u*'4on^«^rs», lik»* niyj««*lf, w<»n» iinpnuloiit 
cn4»ni;li to throw ot)* th«*ir t1aiin«*l niHl^^r rlotlihig. Sad 
oxiHTit'iKN* lias h'ukh* tanglit ni<% that tlannolH nn^ no whoK 
of so mnch iin)M>rtano4' to tJi«^ lu^alth^ m ui tn>]iioa' 
climates. 

At s*'von oVi<H^k on tho moniini; of the 10th, wo won 
iKiardtMl by a jiilot, aa wo ontorod Kingston liarbor. H 
was a mnlatto, int«*tlig«>iit 1«M»kiug, and alx»ut 2f5 yirara c 
ago. IIo soomod ratluT ovorc<»mr l»y thogo^nl hiok wliic 
liad l)ofallon him in g<'tting s^i hi;; •» ship. lh» soon, ho^ 
ovor, reoovorod his solf-]>f>ssossioii, i^avo his ordore to tl 
man at tho whool, aiul condiictod us siifoly n|» in front • 
Port Ikoval. 

1^'foro tho shi|) had j;iiily stopjx^l, wo woro surroundi 
with lioats fili<*d with nojjfroos, s<»imo dress4'd dt-contlv ai 
ftomo indocontly, and s<^>mo not at all. Tlu*y all tiilkod 
onco a language whioli thoy dosii^nod for Knglish, hut 
it would havo boon unintolliiribit! to me undor the vrn 
favorable circumstanoos, of course, amid all this confwi< 
it w%a8 like the aix)stlo*s preaching to the Greeks — foolii 
ness. 

Some of tlie boats woro filled with oranges, hanan 
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and star apples and other fmit% which our passengi^rs were 
expected to jmrcha^. The empty boats were waiting for 
a fare. Such of our company as proposed to land at 
Jamaica, including myself, soon made a selection from the 
group, and debarked with our baggage with as little delay 
as possible. Before we reached the shore, the steamer was 
ploughing her way again across tlie bay, on her route to 
Chagres. 

"We were compelled to stop at Port Royal, to have onr 
baggage iaspecteil by the ciu^tom-hoase officers, bctV>re 
going over to Kingston. Tlie revenue officers were mostly 
colored peo]i1e. I saw but one white oarsman in any of 
the revenue boats, and in that one, tlie coxsw.Vni was a 
colored man. 

AMien the ceremony of inspection was over, we re-<lis. 
tribnted ourselvc*s in our boats, and bore away for Kingston, 
about six miles distant, on tli<^ op|H)site side of the l)ay. 
We had four colonnl oarsn^en, under the command of 
Commodore Brooks, himst'lf, u very black man, with v<?ry 
white Uiien, whose broad pennant of ri'd, with a white 
ball, swung at the mast head, to indicate that he was senior 
officer of the port lie told me that he received his com- 
miflsion from the admind on the station, and that no other 
boatmen were at liberty to raise the red flag, but himsself. 
I was amused at the style in which tliese pretensions were 
aaierted, and asked him what he would do if one were so 
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irrovorcnt an to a|»pro| riat«* liU oilor. He Kiitl he would 
p>aii(l I nil ii « own, l>ut :ut«I«' 1, tliat iiooiif would date to 
attfiiija huch uu outra^o. 1 tMt my capaiity to rvali/A'tlio 
diifiiity of uur c«>inniaiidi*r ;n'adually i'\)»iiiul, and wIkmi lio 
add(*<l, that ho had M.'\4*ral 4»th«'r Imimih |»lyiii^ lM*t\v(H.>n 
Kington aii<l l*ort K<»val, I wan awrd. 

C>ur lM»at was vitv >v«'I1 in its wav, l»nt the o;irs w«»n^ a 
I nowity, Thi'V oon>ist<.*d <•!' two |»i«'4-«'*. ( Mu* a Kmi«x ]M»h». 

th(» 4*ntirn KMiijth oi* llu* oar, of uhiionn >iz«» tVoni v\u\ to 
ond. Tho oth«T wan a Iniard in tin* shajM* of an ordinary 
o;ir hladf, wliii'h was »*|>ruMMl to tin* |m»K> in thn^* ]»la<H*s, 
with a curd '*and nothin<^ rls**." Th«' oarsnuMi strurk tho 
water with tin* side of the )»lade to ^\hi4'h the ]»ole was 
attached, instead of the sni4M»lh ^i^^^ out of res^wct to 
s<^>nje principle of hydnMtynaniies, wjih which I was not 
familiar. Instead of tholepins, tln'y n'*ed a ro]H\ tied to 
the sidt» of the l»»»at, thronixh whieh tip* oar was pass««d, 
an<l hy which it was detained near, if not in its place, wlu'n 
iLsed. The ('onnn<Hlon* ih'fended lM»tli thcs** nov«*l!i»-s with 
a foive of loo;ic which nipiiri'd notliint; hut a stu]»idity 
anion*^ his Invirei's, corresjiondinuf witii hi> own. to n*nd«'r 
pei-f<»ctly conclusive, lie was al)ont two h«>ui's ufettini^ us 
over to Kingston, a distance of alM>nt tive miles. l)urini; 
the voyage I had leisure to contemplate the striking scener}' 
^ which bounds the city we were approaching, in the rear. 

A high range of hilU, ming gradually to mountains sur- 
1* 
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roundft it on all sido^. Tlioso hills aro indontod, apparently, 

by the ccnturial washing of rimnini:^ watoii>, until they look 

as if some astringent had boon ]x>urod over tlioni in their 

days of formation, and corrugated their suifacc into iU 

present shape. They were green, and as I afterwards 

discovered, were cultivated and inhabited to their very 
summits. 

As we approached the shore, and the vegetation began 
to reveal itself, I realized, for the first time, ihat we were 
within the tropics. We have liot weather at the north, 
and castom-house officers and negro<»s — weather as hot, 
custom-house officers as troublesome, and negroes as black 
as any I liave yet encountered, but I had never before seen 
the cocoa-nut and the ]>Iaintjun growing, as I did now. 
Here, in the depth of winter, orange trees were di-opjiing 
tlieir fruit, and tlie l>ananas wore ready to be ]»lucked ; the 
the lignum^itaB tree waved its luxuriant foliage, orna- 
mented with a delicate bW*«om of suqmssing beauty ; and 
in the distance, our eyes were directed to the waving sugar 
fields of the Caymanos, and on the mountains, to tlie 
abandoned coffee estates, Wlonging to the bankrupt Duke 
of Buckingham. I was most impatient to get on shore, 
that I might stray into tiie country and stare the wonders 
of tropical vegetation full in the face. 

Notwithstanding my im]>atience, I was compelled to 
submit to many delays. My largest trunk, which was 
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haiiill«Hl bv the c<»achinaii In Xcw York without ilit)u*ultv, 
oii<ja«;«Ml tlio d<*vut<^*l «^xrrtioiiH of tour no^nn**, in the 
olTort to draw it tn»m the K-iat, which they ertoctod by in- 
sUihuoiitM, aftvr tur»iii«^ it over, an th^y <li«l cvciy article of 
hi;«Xa;jfo, m»vi»ral times, and tryinj^ it in various wap and 
from o]))»osito sidi's, as if to sec if th<y could not in fK>me 
way ^ct the advantage of it. Tliey were two liours in 
transjiorting onr hipf^^a^e from tlie U»atM t«^ our lodgings, 
not hah* a niilo distant. And as the sun was nearly 
vertiele tlie whole time, their delay* were not a little tiying 
to the temjx»r» of the U*st of iw. 



CHAPTER II. 



Kingston — Hotels — StrcetA— lohnbitantA — Old people and babies 
—Coolies. 



There are no first-class hot4'ls in Kinp^ston, and tlic host 
accommodations for travellers are to be found at Iwarding 
houses, of which there are two or three clainiiiiff j)re- 
cedence, ivhich compare with the others, as warts com- 
pare with corns. They are all kept and »er\ed by colored 
people, who enjoy tlie princely prerogative which attaches 
only to indolent people and kings ; entire immunity from 
all the penalties of lapsed time. They have no idea of do- 
ing anything within any specified period, and punctuality 
with them is a word, but not a thing. The house at 
which I stopped was inferior to no other in Jamaica, and 
was in many respects satisfactory. It was, however, quite 
impossible to have anything done within any appointed 
period. If breakfast was ordered at eight oVlock, it was 
sure not to be ready till ten. If dinner were ordered at three, 
we congratulated ourselves if we got it by five. The wait- 
ers, of which there was an abundance, had no idea of sa\ing 
steps. They would carry every article to the table sepa- 



Ritoly, nii<l would hjMMMl Sill hour ruimiu^ up aud down 
MaiiH with thiii;^s which, with a iitt!*' torcthDU^fht, they 
might haw traiisjNMtrd at a Hn;fl<» trip. l£.\(vlli*nt fri'sh 
fi>h, ^*xh\ mutton, jmhu jiouhry, aiul of cuurs«» fruit of un- 
oijualli'd riohiirs< and in<'\haU'»iil»lo v;iri«*tu's won'oominon- 
\y scrv*d in Knicli^li ^tylo; th«» nnon* were h|»aci«)UH and 
pUasant, thon^i^li srautily funiisln'd. t\ may ho intoivMin;^ 
to HiMio to know that for th<><o a<<'ommodatioU4 I paid 
fourteen dollar?^ a wi'vk. 

My tiist impressions of KinLf^ton u- »»• not t*avond>1r, and 
I had no oorasioii u[mmi furiluM* atMpiaintani'o to c*haii*^p 
thouu Tho v'wy is w«*ll (•non;L^h situnt'd, on;x*'<»^"'*l^**J*<l"* 
nllv rising: from thr s«'a, at th»' rat<' of alxait one hundn^d 
fcot to the milo, and tho mountains which bound it in the 
roar, al»out four miles distant, furnish a most (h*siraUe n»- 
fugo from tho oxtn*m«' htats of sumnHT, or to invalids who 
nvjuiro a moro l>racing t«-m|>fraturo tH-casionally than can 
bo furnishod below. In a «h'iv«' of t'.»ur hours, ono may lie 
transft»rro<l Irom an avorai^o temiM iMimv of oii^htv doonvoft 
to one of sixtv. r>ut tho oit v of Kinu^ton is a most und»*si- 
rablo rosidonco. Tho stroot.s arc all ijuito narrow, scarcely 
wide enough for alleys. The hoa^^es are all partially dila- 
]»idatod, and of course old. Though I have been through 
nearly every street, I luive not s^mii a single new houso 
electing, siive an Insane Asylum, which, by the way, lias 
been suspended for want of fmids. A terrible fire laid a 
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lai^ )x>rtion of the city in ruins, several years a^o, and 
only A portion of the hous<\<* have been rebuilt. Those 
are commonly one story high only and very mean. In 
the busiest parts of the city, and on every block, may 
be seen vacant lots, on which are crumbling the founda- 
tion walls of liouses long in ruins. Rents are exceedini^ly 
low, less than half a fair interest on the cost of the build- 
ings alone — ^whilo the vacant lots c:mnot be said to have 
any market value, there being no sales. There arc several 
fine houses yet extint here, but they were all built many 
years ago, when the island was prosperous, and very few 
of them arc ** in repair." 

There is not a foot of street pavement to my knowledge, 
in Kingston, and the streets are almost uniformly from one 
to three feet lower in the centre than at the sidw. This is 
the result of spring rains which wash down the mountains 
in torrents, and through the streets of the city to the river, 
oftentimes making such channels in them as to render 
them impassable. Tliis periodical \isitation was suggested 
to me by a resident, as the reason for not paving Uie street 
walks. That may be a good reason for Jamaica people, 
but it would not be a sufficient one for Yankees, if they 
had to use the streets. Tliey would either remove the 
mountains altogether, or make such terms with the rains 
as would induce diem to use the highways to the ocean, as 
not abusing them. 
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Kin;jfston contniiw :ib«>iit forty th«»u<tan«l inliabitntiU at 
pn»?M'nt, iiiniM«'ntliH o( wlioni, at l«*ast^ an* c<»lored. In 
w.'ilkin;; tin* stnvts <>no K*;irc<»ly ni^N-u whit<» |x^rHons jm 
fnM|u«'ntly as ho woiiUl irnvt c«»lcm'«l JK»n^>ns in Now York 
city. TIio whitrH an^ mostly Eii;;1i«ili, or of Eii^lisli il«w*c*iit. 
The ]>ro|H>rtioii f»f Jows of all oolois is f«*arfiilly p\»at. I 
liad nov*T H<H'n a black Jfvw U'forc, and I was astonished 
to find how little the ex]»r«'ssi«>n of the Israolitish profile 
,/\ w:i.s otl«rted hv cvh»r. Mv iniatriii'ition c«>uld never have 
conihiiied the sharp and ennnini; tV;itnr«>> of Isaac with tho 
thick lipjHMl, careK'ss, unthinking countenance of Cudjo; 
but nature lias done it ]M*rf«'ctly, it* that can be called a 
combination in which the n<*^ro furnishes the color and tho 
Jew all the rt>*t of the expression. What will 1m» the ulti- 
mate consequence of this corrupti«>ii of the African blood, 
is a question over which the wise men of Jam«aica are nl- 
roadv iK^trinnin*^ to siTatch their heads. 

Thoui^h Kini^ton is the j»rincipal |>ort of the island, it 
has but little of the air of a comm« irial citv. <>ne li>oks 
and listens in vain for the nois«> of carts and the bustle of 
busy men ; no one seems to lx» in a hurry, but few are do- 
in«if anythinfjf, while the mass of the ]x»pulation are lounj[^- 
ing about in idleness and rai^s. 'i'he biwness is nujAtly 
mercantile, and confined to three or four streets. Here 
are no mechanics or mechanical opiTatives such as alx>und 
in the larger cities of the north. Nearly all who do not 
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traffic, wait ujion tliose wlio do, or lead a lite of compara- 
tive indolence. The professional men are alx>ut the only 
exceptions. 

The white inhabitints aro alnv>st all of Briti^«h descent. 
It is an uncommon thing to ni(K*t a Frenchman or a S])a- 
niard in Kingstoiu Tlie English language is universally 
8}K)ken, and in every variety of African dialect They 
have what they call the omnibus hi^re, wliioh is of the ca- 
pacity and shape of a four-whe«»l(^d cab. These vehicles 
pursue no sjx^cific route, but carry their passt^ngers to any 
part of the city for twenty-five cents, provided their starved 
horses are erjual to the et^brt I never tri<»d any of them 
but twice, Imt on Ix^th those occasioas the horses gave out 
more than once l)efore they reached my plaoe of destination. 

I never s«iw a place so abounding in old people and 
babies. Almost ever>' woman vou meet, and of whatever 
age, lias an infant in her arms or somewhere upon her per- 
son, while tlie streets are httered with children more a<l- 
vanoed. So aged persons are fnr more abundant here than 
in our northern cities. This may ho. attributed to the 
mildness of the weather, which enables the old people to 
be in the streets at all seasons, without ex]K)sing them to 
those infirmities with which our northern climates afflict 
the aged. But the fact probsibly is, tliat while in the noilh 
the poor aged people die of neglect, privation and ex|)osure, 
as soon as they become too infirm to provide for all the 
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w.'iiitM iKVasiuiunl l»y our tniii;; rliniato aiu* luiig c<»l<l wiii- 
U^rs, ill JaiuaKa tlio Kinie dass ilo not T(>aoh niiv such 
cri«*i», until niurh iwon* a<l\an<'<'<l in v<*:iis Tliov nowr (oo\ 
C(>Kl woatlitT, tlu-y can v:\^]\y i^vt all tliry r(«|uiro for 
thfir su|»jK>rt it* tln'V ran walk, so al»un«lant aro tlio fruitn 
an<l OiliMo pr<Kluotioii*i u\ the island ; niul tIiou<;li tho til's 
^vLirh l>in<l the paivnt anil cliiM t«»ir«il»<'i* ar*» ^jontTally 
miK'h nioro tVail lim* than at the north, and th<>ut;1i tho 
ai^t'J raroly d<']MMi«l ujH»n tlu-ir <*hiMn*n tV»r any jis}«istancc, 
wt tin* moans ot'snhsiMcncc aro ^o niurli nKn*e ai*c<*ssiMo, 

• 

that ono n«'V«*r Jioars of a |wrson n»ntra<iin<x disoaso (»ri$uf- 
tVrinLf vorv s<M*iou>lv tor want ot't'iHMl. 

I lioro Ix'hokl, tor thv first tiino, a rla» i>t' Ininp* of 
whom \Vf havo luard nuuh, and for whom 1 havof<']tn»n- 
sidoraMo int<Mvsi. I rof«T to tho C<iv»li« >, iniportotl hy tlu» 
British tfovornnh-nt to tako tli«* jilai-o of the /ainoiul no- 
i^nn'H, whon tlio a|»]»r»'ntiofship sy>f>in \v;i> alMdi>hod. 
Thoso that I saw woro wanth-rini; aUiiit tlio streets, drossod 
rather tastefully, but always imanlv, .lUil usually oarryinvj 
oyer their shouldor a siirt «»f cluj}iouiirn sack, in whioh 
thov tlirow whatoyer rofus*' stutV thoy I'ound in the stro<*ts 
or rocoiyed a.s charity. Tln*ir tiuures aro generally sujM'rb, 
and their oitstern costimK*, to which tl^y adlnTC as tar as 
tluir jjoyerty will permit of any clothln;;:, s<'ts otl* their htlio 
and ijracetul forms to ifn*at adyanta;xo. Thfir faces aro 
ahiio«it uniformly of the finest classic mould, and illuroi- 
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nated by pairs of those dark swimming and propitiatory 
eyes, whicli exhaust the language of tenderness and paa- 
fiion at a glance. 

But they are the most inveterate mendicants on the 
Mand. It is said that those brought from tlie interior of 
India are faithful and efficient workmen, while those from 
Calcutta and its vicinity are good for nothing. Thow that 
were prowling aliout the street** of Spanish town and King- 
ston^ I presume, were of tho latter class, ff)r there is not a 
planter on the island it is said, from whom it would Ix? more 
difficult to get any work than from one of these. They sub- 
sist by begging altogether, they are not vicious, nor intem- 
perate, nor troublesome particularly, excej>t as l>oggars. In 
that calling they have a portinacrity Wfoi-e which a north - 
em mendicant would grow palo. They will not l>e denied. 
They will stind )>erfiHjtly still and l<x)k through a window 
from the street for a quarter of an hour if not driven away, 
with tlieir imploring eyes fixed upon you, like a stricken 
deer, without saying a wonl, or moving a muscle. Tliey 
act as if it were no disgrace for them to beg, as if the least 
indemnification which they are entitled to exj>ect, for the 
outrage perpetrated upon tliem in bringing them from their 
distant homes to this strange island, is a daily supply of 
their few and cheap necessities, as tliey call for them. 

I confess that their begging did not leave upon my mind 
the iroprpssion produced by ordinary mendicancy. They 



<]o not 1o(»k nft if thoy ou^lit to Wf»rk. 1 novor ^aw one 
Miiilc, aiul thou;;h tlioy Miowe<l no |>*»silive ftuffcrinp^, I 
ncvor wiw ono look linpj»y. E;icli fiioc H«H»Mied to Iw con- 
Htantly tolling tho un]in]»]»y ntory of t]i**ir wo(^, ami liko 
fm«;ni(*ntA of u broken mirror, each r<'ri<ttinj^ in all iti* hato- 
ful )>ro|K>rtion8 tltc national outrage ot* w hich tln^y are tho 
\ictinui. 



c n A r T E R III. 



Intennarriai(o between tlie whites ami l>rowns — Public sontimoiit 
nlmut color — ^Tlie i)ro|K)rtioii of colf»re<l and white ptH»pU^ in 
public an<l nr<»ft'^«*ioiKil employnienti* — C'olored i>eople of note 
— Tlie £D<;lixh policy towards them. 



It was sixtoon y«\nrs in Annfust, since slaver}' wa« 
abolished on this island, and the aj»preiiticos]iip system, 
which took its jihice, was alx dished four veal's lat«^r. Since 
that i»eriotl, the hiws have ree(»<;fnised no coinple.xional «lis- 
tinctions anions^ tlie inhabitants, llie black peojde have 
enjoyed the same |xditical jn-ivile««:es as the whites, anil 
with them have shared the honors and tlie patronaifo of 
the mother and local «|^v<'rnments. 

Tlie effect of this policy iij>on the j>eople of color may 
be partially anticipated ; but one accustomed to the j»ro- 
ecribed condition of the free blocks in the lJnite<l States, 
will oonstjintly be 8tnrtle<l at the diminished importance 
attached here to the matter of complexion. Intermar- 
riages are constantly occurrinj^ l>etween the white and 
colored people, their families associate to«^ether within 
thA ranks to which by wealth and culture they respectively 
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MonLf, and public opinion iWs not rc*co^nisi» any mmuI 
ili*<ti notions baso<l oxflnsivfly n|H»n color. Of ctmrso, cul* 
tivatod or ta^liionaUlt' jM'opIc will not nu^'ivo C4il«>rc«l ji*»r- 
M»ns of inferior culture and worldly n*s<»nrc**s, l>nt tin* nilo 
of disiTinnn«'ition is K*arc<'lv nion* rit^mms a«x<dnst tlioso 
titan ajL^ainst whiti^s. Tliev an* n-coivcd at the ^ Kin^r'jJ 
llouso'' — it is tliUH tlio (fov«»rnor's resid«*iMv Is stvlcd— 

and tln'V two invilfd to liis taM** with fastidious co\irtcsv. 

• * 

llie wife of tlio j»ros4'nt Mayor of Kin^i^ton is a "bmwn" 
woman — that is the name mven to all the intfrniodiato 
shades hctwec-n a decidid white an<l d«'tide«l black com- 
plexion — so also is the wife of the l{ec<i\or (.Jenoral hiin- 
K'lf, an Knixlish t^entleman, and one of the most exalted 
public functionaries upon the island. 

A circumst^mce occurred shortly after I arrived, which 
may bo interesting to some in this Ci»niM*ction. It was 
j»ro|K)s<'d by some of the ortie»M-s stationed near Kinu;slon, 
and gentlemen resident in an<l alM>ut the city, to give a 
public ball. Tliey pr«xx»eded to engage the theatre for the 
occasifm. Some Jews who, as a class, incline to indemnify 
themselves for tlieir exclusion from the soiietv of the whites 
by striking an alliance with the people of color, «- vulated 
among the latter a report that the committee on invitations 
to the ball had resolved, that ** no colored person, Jew or 
Dog," should be invited. Of course the story produced 
ooni^d^rable excitement among those most concerned. 
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The theatre belongs to the city. Hie committee ^ on 
the theatre^ in die Common Council, com])oscd of a ma- 
jority of brown men, quietly turned the key of the theatre, 
and excluded the artizans sent to arrange it for the festival. 
The ball had to be postponed in consequence, and finally 
took place at the Gamp, a much more desirable place in 
eveiy particular. I was assured by member^ of the ball 
committee, that the Jew^s re}x>rt was false altogether — 
that they had resolved uik>u no such exclusioas. Tliey 
did not propose to invite Jews, because no social inter- 
course had existed between tliem and tlieir respctive 
families, nor did it appear that either party desired 
any ; but they said tliat invititions had been sent to the 
daughters of the Receiver General and of the Mayor ; 
—all, as I have before mentioned, browns. Before the 
ball took place, I ])elieve the colored people became satis- 
fied that they had been deceived, for a brown gentleman 
spoke to me with some bitterness, of a determination formed 
by the committee on inntations, as he professed to know 
of his own knowledge, to in>ite to the ball no persons who 
had ever been behind a counter ; but he made no allasion 
to the other report 

One unacquainted with the extent to which the amalga- 
mation of races has gone here, is constantly liable to drop 
remarks in the presence of white persons, which, in conse- 
qoenoe of the mixture of blood that may take place in 
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some braiidi of their families, aru likely to be ver}' otibn- 
WW. I wan only protoctetl fr<»in fre<|iK*iit contrflemjts of 
thin kind, hy the timely oaiitiuii of a huly, wlio, in exjiLiiu- 
in«: its propriety, siiit I that unh^ss one kno^vs the whole ool- 
latend kindred of a family in Jamaio:i, he is not safe in 
at)snming tliat tliey have not some colored connections. 

One of the most distinguisheil l>arri8t«*rs ou the island is 
a colored man, mIio Wiis educated at an English university, 
and ate his terms at Lincoln's inn, as must all barristers 
who wish to practice hero ; the judicial authorities of tho 
island ha\'ing no power to admit any one to practice tho 
law in any of its departments. Tliis Is a circumstance, by 
tho way, which has given to Jamaica a bar of no incon- 
siderable cultur<j and talent. 

It so hap]>ened that the Surry As^^ize was sitting in 
Kingston when I arrived, Sir Joshua Kowe j»residing. I 
availed myself of the courtesy of a profeNsional friend, and 
accompanied l»im one day to the court, while in session. 
Though tho room contjiined a crowd of ]>eople, there did 
not €Hj»i>ear to be twenty white j)ersons among them, tho 
court, and bar inclusive. Two colored lawyers were sitting 
at the barrister's tid)le, and the jury 1k)X was <:)ccu]»ied by 
twelve men, all but three of whom w<'re colored, and all 
but two who were negroes, were Jews. Two witnesses 
were examined before I left the room, both of whom were 
colored and both police officers. All the officers of the 
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court, except tlie clerk, \vere also colonnl. I was assured 
that more than seveii-tetiths of the whole police force of 
the island, amounting to about eight hundred nion, are 
colored. Judging from the proj)ortion that foil under my 
observation, this estimate cannot be far from correct. I 
may as well add here, that in the lA>gislatIve Assembly of 
Jamaica, comjtosed of from fort}-eight to fihy l^ritish sul)- 
jects, some ten or a dozen are colored men. Nay, more, 
the public printers of Uie legislature, ^lessi-s. Jordon <k 
Osborn, are both colored men, and are likewise editoi-s of 
the leading government p.ipr, the Kingston Journal. 

It was my prinlege, shortly after my amval, to make 
tlie acquaint:uice of one of the most highly cultivated men 
I ever met, U]x>n whose comjilexion the accidents of biilh 
had left a tin^je whidi lx?tnived the African bar on his es- 
cutchcon. I reter to Mr. liichanl Hill, of Sj^anishtown. 
Ho is a brown man, about forty-five years of age, I judged, 
and was educatcil in one of the English universities, where 
ho enjoyed every advantage which wealth could procure 
for his improvement His appearance and addn»ss both 
indicate superior refinement. He enjoys an en>'iable repu- 
tation as a naturalist, and has published a volume on the 
birds of Jamaica, illustrated by his own pencil, which dis- 
phiys both hteraiy and scientific merit of a high order. 
He 18 ono of the stipendiary magistrates of the island, 
upon a salary of £500 sterling per annum. 
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It U lli<^ policy of llio pn^sont nilininistmrion, Wh in 
l>owiiing strtH't ami 8i»:iiii>litown, to pr«»nK>to intoivourse in 
ewry |KJ^sll>lo May, Ix'twivn tlic diti'fn'iit races in Janiaicsi, 
and throiiL^Iiout tlio l>ritish West India Islands; nnd, to 
this end, the colored ]K'<»p]e arc faniili.irize<l ns nipidly as 
jKissihlo with the |N>1itieal duties of tin* citizen — as John 
Bull undersUuids them. They have, certainly, a fair share 
of the public ])atronage, indeed they are esteemed the 
favorites of the <]jovermnent ; ihere ari? ono or two bhick 
regiments liere constantly und*r pay ; they furnish nino- 
tcnths of the officers of the i»enitentlary, and, as I have 
before said, almwt the entire jKilice force of the Island, 
and ultimately, I have reason to believ*', it is the expecta- 
tion of the homo government,, that tlu'so islands, without 
changing their colonial relations, ^\ill bo substintially 
abandoned by the white iK)p«lation, aii«l th<Mr local intcr- 
<»sts Icfl to the exclusive management of the ixH)plo of 
color. But more of tliis anon. 

"While the entente cordlalc between the whites and tho 
colorcnl jwoplc is apparently strcngthining, daily, a very 
different stito of feeling exists Ixitw^'cn tho negroes or 
Africans, and the browns. The latter shun all connection 
Ly marriage with the former, and can exjjcrienco no moro 
iin2)ardonable insult, than tol>e clas-iithd with them in any 
way. Tliey generally prefer that tln'ir daughters should 
Hve with a white jierson u[K>n any terms, tJian bo married to 

2 
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a nogro. Fow will need to be told that where 8uch is the 
condition of public sentiment in a class, the standard of 
female virtue among tliem cannot be veiy high. It is, 
perha})s, a trifle higher than among the slaves.* 

It is tlieir ambition that their offspring should be light 
coniplexioned, and there are few sacrifices they will not 
make to accomplish that result, whether married or not. 
Color with them, in a measure, marks rank, and they have 



* Lefit I thoukl be suppoaed frum thote remark*, to coiintpnance an opinion 
quite popular in fome quailrns that liceutioumio^s is un inherent vice in tlie ne;;ru 
cfaaracter, 1 may as well atate, Umt tlie training received by llie black imputation 
during tlio prcvalcmco of slaver}*, is more than autricicnt to account Tor nnv kind of 
intimacy between tbc aex(*a wliicli it found to exim lH*re. uiiIchu, iterliap.o, it nliould 
be one of a rirtuouii character. The niaRtore would rarely permit, and almost 
uniformly diHConraged matrimony amonjr tlie plave*), for r(*asona suflicienUy obvi- 
ona to UiOH) who can bring them^clvea to look fur a moment upon human bond* 
BMSQ in an exclunivcly financial |Hiint i»f view. Tlie same selfixlmess tended to 
discouragv* matrimony among the overseers and age'its, and oAen the loss of their 
situation was the penalty which they )>aid for presuming to rear children for their 
own honor ratlicr thou of iilaves for the profit of their employers. In a recent 
akctcbof a trip to Jamaica, maile by tliu Rev. Dr. King, I found some facts stated 
■a coninK within his observation which continued what I have said. Ho says :— 

** A missionary, in whose Wf»rd I can lliomughly confide, informed me that four 
negroes, who had attended for some lime on hii» instructions, intimated to him their 
earnest dei»ire to marr>' tlie women with whonj they xvvn' living in conrubinn;:e, 
and expressed to him their hope that he wouhl intercetlo for them with tlM'ir nios* 
ler* to Iwve the measure saiicti(»ned. Ho wrote a n'^ivclful letter to the pro|)er 
authorities, soliciting their ncquiesceiice, and decpatcbcd it to its dentination on a 
Saturday forenoon. No nolict? of thu communication wnn taken till Monday, when 
the Hiur negroes were called out, stripiHid, and lashed, and then told totthow their 
bleeding backa to tlieir parson, and acquaint him that iliis was the aimwer to his 
letter ! The prohibition against marriage extended to wiiites as well as to blacks. 
A book>keeper or overseer perilled his situation by marrying without the const>nt 
of the attonM*y or proprietor: and UMially it was vain to Milicit anv such concur* 
imce. To the present dav dilBcullies are occasionally interposed by the same 
parties to the formation ol'tlio nuutial union ; and I was reoiiested, in one case, to 
ttse rav influence in obviating this kind of opposition. An attorney agntnl to 
wave Airtlier resistance to his l)ook-keeper's wedding, on the whimsical condition 
that I shonld accomplish a considerable kiuniey to perform tlie marriage ceremony. 
When auch was the state of tlie wlioie colony, when ftimicatiou and ailultery 
were everywhere practised by the lords of the soil, and the im|N»rious agents of 
their plcasnro, wImi cotikl expect ttie seventh commandment to be regarded by 
the negro, or what could bo looked for fWmi aystcmatic and penal suppression of 
Ita observance b«t the desertion of finnales, tlie neglect of J>rogen]r» and the 
* diieotaltai of OMNrato by wliicli Jamaica ia now afiictodfr 
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the wiino foar of Ikmiiij coiifouiKlnl with what thov docin 
an interior c;l^^s tliat w ko ofton cxliilntod hy vlil«^ar ixjo- 
|ilo, who have no nscortiiinod or tixcMl s«ii'i:il }K)sition. 

It was in consv^-quonoo of the st;it«' of fiH>lintj, which I 

liave dewribod, that 84>ulon«iUc\ the Kni|»oror of Hayti, who 

\A utterly lilack, U ntiited to have re<*eiitly coninienced hin 

I terrible system of jwrsix-ution a^^ainNt the browns. U|)on 

I the pretence that they were cons|»iriii<: a^j^ainst his govern* 

I nient, or conteniplateil other oa]>it«'il ortena\% ho issued 

warrants for the arrest of all the prominent brown men 

within his Empiiv. They were obliirfd to aWond pnri* 

l>itately, to save tiioir lives. Many of them took refuge in 

Jamaica. 

.' I visited one who cultivates a small j»lant'ition of a1>out 
twenty acres, near Kinj^ton. Xothinir alx)Ut him but his 
complexion and his hair indicated AtVican bloud. He had 
a tine intelligent countenance, and g<Mxl atldress. His 
grounds were under ^admirable culture, and displayed skill, 
industry and thrift. His tobacco beds were his pride, but 
around them the rarest tropical fruit* and vegetables to bo 
found Ujwn the island, were growing in luxuriant jKirfec- 
tion. He had Ixjon stripix?d of most of his pro|x?rty by 
the Emperor, but ho was linng liero in apj)arcnt comfort 
and respectobility. Upon the walls of the room in which 
my companion and myself were shown, were suspended 
^ / two ^H)rtrait8, one of his wife and the other of his daughter, 
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Irlio, he informed me, is now in Paris, at school. If the 
likeness be correct, tlie original must be exceedingly beau- 
tifuL The paintings were both of 8U})erior merit as workn 
of art 

His wife had not been )>ennitted by the Emjieror to join 
him, nor did ho enjoy very frequent opiwrtunities of hear- 
ing from her. lie alluded to his domestic sorrows with 
great feeUng, but with a Frenchman's ho}>efuluess, he looked 
for a time when justice should be done. 

Of course his indign«ition against Soulouque was very 
strong, nor was he much disposed to extenuate his mnjes-^ 
ty^s faults ; and yet a brief conversation with him lirst 
led me to doubt whether the Emperor, any more than 
the de>nl, was half as black as he had been painted. I 
afterwards satisfied myself that he was not From what 
I heard and saw I concluded that he administered a strong 
central government witli as nmch gentleness as would con^ 
ust with the greatest good of the greatest number, lie 
is, doubtless, a more beneiioent ruler Uian any brown man 
Would have been, because, in the first place, he belongs to 
much the more numerous caste, there being many more 
blacks than browns on the island. In tlie next place Uie 
browns are very generally cunning and false, tliey are op 
pressive upon the blacks when they have i)ower, and are 
Universally more indisposed than the blacks to any produc- 
tive labor* It seems better, therefore, that the blacks should 
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liavo R rcprcwntntivo of their ovm than of a lighter class, 
unK^sA lie Iw absulutoly white, to gov.ni tliom; and from 
all lean loam, a l)ettor man than Soulouqno wjw not easily 
to 1>e found, llo i^ a man of Ktrou;;^ will, unflurpasAod 
courage, an accomplished soldier, knows the people lio 
rules perfectly, and in spite of all tin* sooflers of black go- 
vernment may say to tlio contrary, is kindly disposed to 
his people, and to all but his enemi«*s. During my stay 
in Jamaica a Frencli gentleman who was inquiring into tho 
condition of tho negro p*>pulati<»n of tho "West India 
islands, jiassed a montli on tho island of Ilayti. After his 
return, he wrote an account of his vi>it to the court of tho 
Ilaytien £m|>eror, in the funn of a ktt4T, which was dated 
At Kingston, March 18, 1850. This vihit was so recent, 
tlie account of it is so unprejudiced and satisfactory, it l>earH 
so directly uiH>n matters to which I am chiefly desirous of 
directing tho attention of my readoi-s, and withal it is likely 
to reach so few of them in any other way, that I feel that 
I shall add materially to whatever of interest or value these 
pages may possess, by publishing the communication en- 
tire. It will be found in tlie Appendix A. 
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SpaDishtown — GoTCrnor Orey— -ITis embarrassments — His family 
^-House of Assembly — ^Thc Public I^intcrs — Tlic Speaker — 
His oompensatiun. 



St. Jago de Li VogJi, now and for more than a bundrod 
years past called Spanisbtown by tlie jiooplc, is tlie politi- 
cal centre of the island. It lios about cast of KinjO^ston, 
and is reached by traversing twelve out of the only fourteen 
miles of railroad in Jamaica. Tlie inhabitants do nothing 
here in a huny, and it is not sur|>rising therefore, that the 
average time made by the trains l)etween tlie two cities, is 
not less than forty-five minutes, or fifteen miles the hour, 
for which passengers are expected to pay the sum of 
seventy-five cents. Slow as it is, however, it is the only 
punctual tiling upon the island. I was told, in this re- 
spect, that it was working an important revolution in the 
habits of the islanders. Tlie road had been in o]x^ration 
several montlis before any boily believed it was in earnest 
in its hours of departure, and no one ever reached the 
train desired in season, lliey have since learned that 
the habits of the locomotive are inflexible, and no one now 
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prosunio* to oxpoot from it tlio wiiiu* indiil^nce to tln'ir 
lnziiiO}<8 wliioli i.H Kifoly rockoiioil ujH>n, from cwry other 
litvlo of ooiivovrtiicc. 

Spanislitown is ono of tlic ol«l«»st jiln***^ on this continont, 
It 18 sup]M>sod to ]iav«» IxH^n fouiidoil I»y l>ii»t;o Coluiubas, 
the lirotluT of tlic ilisc«»vor«T, in 1. *>•-*.*<. No one visiting 
the ]>l!ice at this time, will dispute its aiititpiity, nor oxfie- 
rienee much diffioultv in lM*lii*vin«; that all the liouses at 
|)res<^nt standin;?, w«'re built In'tbre l>ii'i;o l«»tl the island, so 
old and ruinous i> their <;eneral a|)]M>:ir:niee. 

Hie Govj'rnor's r«*sid<'ne<» is Iht** ; here the 1 Parliament 
holds its s«'ssion uniforndy, and the sujH^rior eouHs (Hxra- 
Honally ; and here are the jx<>venun«nt oflit-i^s and ]»uhlie 
records. The occupants of thosr* puhli** huildinirs and the 
p<'rsons emjiloyed alx^ut them, ri*pre>.* iit the wealth, intel- 
li;;ence an*! industry of the city. T "lid not si»e a store in 
th»» place, though there may have l).'rn one or two iK»r- 
hai»s ; it has not a single res|»cH*tahl«- hotel, nor did I jmhj 
a drav-cart^, or anv similar evidence of activity and thriil, 
although a iX)pulation of 5,000 |>eo]'l«' is said to l>e hi<lged 
within its precincts. The city is support<'d mainly out of 
the public treasury. Those* that have anything are gene- 
rally connected in some way, directly or imlirectly, with the 
public service, and thoHc that have not anything, wait 
u]>«>n those who have. 

Tlio public buildings fonn a quadrangle, one side of 
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which is the ** Bang's House," — tlic residence of the Gover- 
nor—opposite to it is the Parliament House and tlie other 
two udes are devoted to the public offices and courts. 
This is all of SpanLshtown wortliy of notice. 
' The present Governor of tlio island is Sir Clinrles E. 
Grey, a cousin of Earl Grey, Her Britannic Majesty's 
Secretary for the Colonies. He is al>out sixty years of ago 
I should judge, and rather stout but vigorous and active. 
He is far from being handsome but nature has endowed 
him with a benevolent disposition, a rare and genial hu- 
mor, and more than ordinary oxecutivo tilent% which, with 
the aid of high culture and rare experience, have made 
him a decidedly noticeable man. Ho w<^% educated to the 
bar, and practised in tlio courts of Westminster Hall for 
aorne years, not without distinction. During my visit in 
Spamshtown, the British steamer TcAiot arrived, bringing 
the young Earl of Durham, yet quite a lad, who, for tho 
sake of his health, had chosen this, instead of the more 
direct route, to visit his sister, Liidy Elgin, in Canada. 
IBs arrival furnished the Governor an occasion for men* 
tioning Uiat tlie first fee he ever receive<l as a barrister, was 
two hundred and fifty guineas from this ladV father, in tho 
case of his contested election to a seat in Parliament, many 
years ago. Tlie result of the contest vindicated Lord 
Durham's sagacity, and at once gave tho young barrister 
profesMonal pontion. 
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llin family coniioclion amlscnicenMo tiilontA traiisfonvd 
Jiiiii, at a coiin»aritiv*']y early ag«», from the Ixir U) tlio 
Jiii^lily importmt j>o«t of juilgc \u linli.'i, wlicro he i>rc- 
Wilctl wilh distinction for many yr.trs. lie wa.** mi]»so- 
qiiontly aj»i>ointt'd (jovernor of tlio i>Ian«l of IJarluidocs, 
from whi'noc lie wan promoted to his present }>ot«iti4>n, 
^I'liich is esteemed the second governorship, in joint of 
dii^nity, in the gift of the crown — (*:inada Iving the first. 
One of the Tiovernor's friends hero t«»ld me, tliat if Lord 
Elgin should rrtiro from Canada, Sir I'harlen wonld 
im<inestional»ly l^e apj>oint4"d to his place. Ilie change I 
think >vonId bo ]Ki]>uhir in Canada, thougli one of tlio 
pn>min4'nt reasons for removing Klgin, would constitute a 
fatal objection to ap]>ointing Sir Charles its liis successor. 
In^th are nt'ci'ssitous, and cannot spar<; any portion of tlu>ir 
incomes to po]>ularizo and strongtlu-n themselves with 
am»»ng tlu-ir people ; Klgin dors not srruplo to ns** the X300 
appropriated to him by his governnu-nt for entort'iining, to 
the paying off of incumbrances ujHin his esUites, and in 
consequence enjoys the reput;ition of Iniing a sci-ew and a 
niggard tlii*oughout Canada. Sir Charles Gn^y is deeply 
in debt, and I lx*lieve has lj<*en outlawed by his creditors ; 
at all events, his embarrassments W( re sueh that he was 
obligeil to leave England, lie has Ix'cn repeatedly prose- 
cuted in Uie courts of the island for his liabilities, and re- 
cently had the hardihoo<l to plead his governorship in Imr 

2* 
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of an action Uix>n one of his bonds. Tlio cx)ui-ts very pro- 
perly decided that govomors liavc no " pnviloge" whioh 
exempted tliem from the payment of their debts, and ho 
was compelled to pay. TIiua pressed at all tiines by hin 
creditors, of course lie never has a spare penny which i.s 
not required to satisfy them, and has no means to enter- 
tain them with tliat Ii1)erality wliich hista«te would incline 
him, and whicli made Lord Mctcalf so exceedingly j)opu- 
lar both in Jamaica and afterwards in Canada. 

Lady Grey resides witli Jier daughters, in England. Lieut. 
Charles William, the son of the Governor, is with him in 
the capacity of assistant secretiiy. This separation of the 
family, I am told, is one of the consefpienws of the father's 
improndenco and pecuniary necessities, llie catastrophe, 
however, is so envelo]>ed in scandal tliat I do not ft^ol au- 
tliorizcd upon my information to give its details faither 
ciurrency. 

Tlie Governor is ex officio Chancellor, the presiding ofli- 
oer of the " Court of Ordinary," and pre^iiding officer of 
the "Court of ApjK'als under Errors." He is also vested 
with the powers of a High Court of Admiralty. Ah 
Governor, he receives a salary of 930,000 a year, which 
is increased by ihe fees accming from his various judicial 
offices some eight or ten thousand more. Uis official 
income is not over estimated at tortv thousand dollars an- 
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iiiially; .1 v»»n* pn-tty hiiiii for a plain man, hut not much 
for a nohl«*man, thcv s:i\\ 

<>|»|H*siio to th«» (M»v«'niorV n'Hidoiioo, is tho IIouso of 
Assi'mhly or ParlianuMit llous**, w1ut«* I wjis im]iati<Mit to 
in<^t*t th<> nsH4*mhI(Ml l«'<^slativ4' witMloin 4>f t]i«* is1an<l, an«l 
whilh«*r I iKMit my st«'jH Jis s«Km aft«r my arrival jis cir- 
c'umstanoi's would )N>nuit. 

Whon I entoriMl, tlu; Ilou^ was '*in (^mmiitleo of th • 
^Vholo oil th«' Stat<< of lli«» Islaiul," Mr. Jonlaii, a hrowi 
man, an<l one of tho oilitors of tho Moriiiii<^ Journal, in 
tlu* i'hair. Mr. < >slM>rii<% aiiothor hr<»wn man, his asso<Mat4> 
in tho editorship of tlio tlournal, was sjM'akiuf^. AU)Ut 
twonty-fivo m<'mlK^rs wero pn^s^Mit, 'Jho n»om was a j»laiii, 
indtt'tl liomoly sort of aii a}>artmont, oom]»ot<Mit to hold 
thnM* or four hundred j>«*ojil<', aiiddi\idod in lwo])y a Iwir, 
within which sat the mcmlHi-^. 'J'ln« nM>m was entirely 
without ornaiix.'iit ot' anv kind, aii«l rt-Minliled a country 
court nH»m in the Unitetl Slates Mi. .lordan, whooceu- 
])ied the chair, is a clear headed, d«lilHM'.'ite, and saixacious 
man, and is ]>orhaps as much a> any one, the leader of 
what is called tho Kin«/s l[ous<^ or Imiiiistration iwirtv. 

<>slK)rne, who was s]K»akinLj when i entered, was on;xn»* 
ally a slave ; I afterwards had oeca>i.»n to ohs4»r\e that he 
talked more than any other man iii tin* liouse, though I 
did not |>erceive that he had any paiiieular vocation as an 
<»rator. lie U not educated : he is. liowever, rather illiler- 
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ate than ignorant^ and his mind lacks discipline and order, 
but he has an influence with his colleagues which is not to 
be despised. lie is sanguine and {pertinacious to a dt^gree, 
and by taking advantage of the heedlessness or indolence 
of his colleagues, accomplishes more tlian many meml)ers 
of superior capacity. lie and Jordan are tlie public print- 
ers, from which appointment they derive a profit which is 
supposed hero to exceed tliirty thousand dollars a year. 
It is not surprising, therefore, that in the Assembly and in 
their journal tliey support the present administration 
fervently. 

The Speaker, Charles MXnrty Morales, is of Jewish 
descent, and by profession a physician. lie contested his 
present seat successfully wiUi Samuel Jackson Dallas, tho 
previous incumbent, who I learned to my surprise, is a 
cousin to the late Vice President of tho United SUites. 
Mr. Dallas represents Port Royal ; he is very tall, quite 
thin, and grey, and looks like a gentleman, but shares few 
of the advantages of personal appearance which distin- 
guish his American cousin. 

The Speaker is chosen by the Assembly, subject to the 
matter-of-course approval of tlie Governor. He is the only 
member who n^ccives any compensation. As Spaker ho 
is allowed £900 per annum, nearly 85,000 ; at least Uiat 
was the sum allowed to Mr. Dallas, by a law passed in 
1845, and I think no change has been made in tliat sahiry 
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ftiiico. I nm tlio nioro. coiifKli'iit of tliis, from a circuin- 
stjiiicc wliich ocouitchI iluriii^ niv xisit on the u<laiKl. St»mo 
of the frifiids uf MoraK's brought fonv.inl a j»roj>ositiuii to 
advance the S|>eaker'8 sahiry, \vlii*n a hioiiiImt ruse and 
witli crusliin^ertoct, jiroiluced tlic juurnal of llie IFoa^cof 
some prcvioiLs year, in which Moraks^ vote wjw n^corded 
against the hiw which advanced the S|H'aker*s hidary to its 
present figure, ui)on the ground Uiat the okl salary was 
high enougli, r)f course the projK»siiion met witli no 
favor. 

Had I reali/AHl what a sot of sheidoWA coinixtscd tliis 
body, and how utterly desiitute tliey were of the- indepen- 
dence and the power which give to politic:d representation 
all ilH value, I should have felt less inipatienco to \isit it, 
I had cxi»ected to find there, as in the United Suites and 
as in England, the troubles of the p< <>plo finding fit ex- 
pression. 1 supposed the reports, debates and legislative 
fonnula^s would have revealed the aeti\ity, the tendencies, 
Uic grievances, and in general the public F.entiinent of J.v 
maica; instead of which, I found a lH»dy of men in no rc- 
s]>ect rei>resentiitivos of the people, holding legislative office 
vritliout the vital functions of legislators. 
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Political Reprcwntaticm in Jamaim — Impotoncc of tlic L('gi<»1aturo 
— Executive iniluenrc — The Council — Del il>erat ions of the 
Afk^cmbl V — Polit ical Pjurties — Public Salaries — Memorial 
againtit tLe CounciL 



I HAVE stated tliat the local legislature of this island has 
neitlier the indei>cndei)ce nor tlio power necessary to make 
it, to any extent, representative of the people. A few factn 
will sliow tlie tnith of wliat I sjiy, and will go far to ex- 
plain tlie decrepit condition of this colony, to thosi> who 
appreciate the dependance of giKxl government iqK^n full 
and dur rcpresenUition. 

Jamaica is divided up into twenty-two parislies, as they 
are called, esich of whicli sends two, and Kingston, Span- 
ishtown and Port Koyal, one additional delegate to the 
assembly, making the aggregate forty-seven, when the 
house is full. Every memWr, before talking his seat, is 
required to swear tliat he and his wife together, if he have 
a wife, are in tlie receipt of a clear income of nine hundred 
dolbrs a year, from real estate, or tJnit they own n*al 
estate worth nine thousand d(»llars, or real and ))erHonal 
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citato lojL;«'tlior, worth ;i1»out tilWii tl»ouN;iiiil (lollars; ami 
when h«» gfotH his H»^'it ho is oMIi^i'tl to ilir*i'harj^o its <lnti«»H 
without any con))M>nsaiion. 

A )iii;li ]»n»]»frty «|iiahliration liko thi^, of conrsH* ix'tlucert 
tlio nunilMT ot' i»crs<»ns i'liifiWo to the a»i'nihlv to a vorv 
small ti^nro, and throws tho h*^islation, not only into tho 
hands of the comparatively rich, but info the hands of tho 
landholdeix The |HM>r are utterly ex»liide«l from all i»ar- 
tiei}»ation in its |»rivil4';;e.H or rosiMinsihillties. 

Such disenmlnations arc as jH^rnieioiis jis they are ab- 
surd, and have resulted, as any Htatesnmn could have 
anticipated, indeed, as they were probahly dcj*iij^n<?d to re- 
sult, in su1x>nlinating the interest of the comm(>rcial, 
mechanical and industrial cljisses to th:«t of the lart^e land- 
holders. All tiio enertjies of le«risl;ition are exerted to 
promote the i^rowth and sal«> of su;ifar and nun ; l»nt there 
is no i»avtv in the assemlilv inouirinir alMiut the inexhaust- 
ihle connnercial and mannfaeturini^resoureesof the island. 

In spite of these conditions, imjM.^4'd hy law u|M»n 
candidates aj»plyinj2; for seats in the le;<:;l>lature, they mii^ht 
still ])Ossess H>me of th** more imjM»rtant representative 
functions if th«*ir constituohey were fp ♦•, an«l if the right 
of sutfrai^c were liberally e\tende4l. Hut here ai^ain w« 
find a characteristic distrust of pfH>r men, and a tndy 
En;j;lish anxiety to guard the landholder. Kveiy voter must 
own a freehold estate* worth thirtv <lollars, or pay a vearlv 
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rent on real estate of not less than one hundred and forty 
dollars, or pay yearly taxes to the amount of fifteen dollui's. 
The first consequence of these restrictions is, that ilic people 
of the island are not only ineligible to tlie legislature, but 
they have notliing to do with making a selection from 
those who are. I say people, for of course the great bulk 
of the adult population are poor ; they are colored peoi)le 
who^ only sixteen years ago, were, with no considerable 
exception^ slaves. Of the 400,000 people who, according 
to the received estimate, constitute the present population 
of Jamaica, but 1 G,000 are white. The remaining 384,000 
are colored and black people. The last census taken upon 
the island fixed Uie proix)rtion of these as follows : colored, 
68,529 ; blacks, 203,128.* Tlie average vote of tliis en- 

* A ceBMU of the itlud wu taken on thu third day of Juno, 1844, and the 
fallofriBf renoJta were obtainM: 

Malon. Ffrmalof. Tntnl. 

White, 9.if{9 fi.4»7 1A,T70 

Colored, Sl.fitG 8n,(i83 (»),.'>29 

black, 14«,6U8 ir,2 130 2U3,1J8 

Total*, 181,633 ia%890 977,433 

The agea of tho popnladon were thus clai>tified ; 

Mi&l«a. F«*innIofl. Sex not fpocifiod. Tntnl. 

Under 5 yeara 2(i,575 22,884 8,?t8 5l,7(i7 

lk'ttr«*pn5and1A 18,472 21..V)I 7.215 47.221 

BftwtNm 10 and 2A 2\ni6 27, 132 O.aa'i 62,70.) 

Bftween 2n and 40 5n.834 50,919 20,<)06 121 um 

Bc'tweea 40 and 60 27.89G 29,532 ll,f4l» CMH!) 

Over eO 9,576 12,628 3,7o9 25,003 

Total 377,433. 

By the abore tablea, it appears, that errry Ihooiiand inbabitanta are, acconlinff 
toeolor, in Iba foUowing proportion: White, 41 '79 { Colored, 181 *26; Block, 
778 •«1. 

The proportioo of finnalea to erery 100 males It 107 '79 ; accordinj^ to color 
for efrry one hnadrod white malea, there are €9 '83 white fenialot { for vwry 100 
•olorad maioa, 119 *Xi cotored frnaleat and ftir every 100 black male*, 108 '33 
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tiro population, wliito and bLick, I untl«'rstantl, lias never 
oxcoe<kMl three tliousand— or, tliroe jjuartors jxt cent, 
llio city of New York, with al»out tho same )H>puIation, 
usually i>olls over fidy tliousand vote^, uliich 18 a snialhT 
proportion j»robahly,than is [»olled in any other county in 
any free state of the Union. 

But tills is not all. AMu-n iho le«jnslaturc is chosen, it 
has no control over tlie questions of fiiiulamental interest. 
The heart which gives it life, Ixsits in I>»ii«lon ; the islandore 
liave no more contn)l over its aetion tliaii the finger nails 
have over the circulation of the blood. The Assembly, in 
connexion witli the Executive and Couik'.I, can le^y taxes 
for local purposes, it must raise monoy to j>ay the officers 
sent out to rule over it; it can keepthf higliways in condi- 
tion, it must support the established diun li ; it may provide 
public instruction, it m.ny establish a \u>\wo ; ]»ut even these 
j^owers it exercises subject to thr aj>]>ro\.il of the iiueen or 
of Parliament. The organiziition of thoir kKal govern- 
ment, the appointments to till ilu; vanous executive officios, 
and the taxes j>ayablo upon iinj orts and ex]K>rts, are all 
matters with which the island Kgislatiaro has nothing to 
do. Uut even in its local k'gislatuSe'l have not exhibited 
all its in)])oteni*o. 

The (iovernor is vested with power " to a«ljourn, pro- 
rogue, or dhiofi^f^ the Assembly ar bis pleasure, and is 
investi^d with nlmost the entire* patronage of the islan<l, 
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which 18 alto^ther controlling. Some notion of its exU^nt 
may lie formed from the following items, which have fallen 
under my observation. He apjwints the Vice-Chancollor, 
witli a sahuy of about <H 2,500 a year; two a^^istaut 
Judges, witli salaries of $10,000 a year ecich ; six chainnon 
of quarter sesdons, at 80,000 a year each ; three re vising 
barristers to canvass the votes of the island annuallv, at 
$1,000 a year each ; a commissioner of stamp, at 82,500 
a year ; three official assignees of insolventt*, at 82,500 
a year each ; nine water bailitfs to regulate the binding 
and discharge of vessels, with salanes at discretion; 
seventeen liealtli officers and an indefinite number of as- 
sUtants, at uudefineil salaries ; an agent general of immi- 
gration, at a salary of 81,500 a year; an iiLsjx»ctor general 
of police, at a discretionary compensation ; an inspector 
general of prisoas, at a salary of 83,000 a year ; a super- 
intendent at 81,500; an auditor of accounts at 82,000; 
and some fifty sulx>rdinate officers ; and finally, he has the 
extraordinary ]x>wer of sas])eiiding any member of the 
Council, and of ap]K>inting a new member in his ]>lace. 

I have not alluded before to tlie Second Estate of the 
islaud, the Council, which, as a nominal branch of the 
local government, is wortliy of some notice. 

The Council is the upjter house of legislation in Jamaica, 
and is composed of twelve men api>oint(^d by the crown, of 
whom the Lieutenant Governor, tJie Chief Justice, the At- 
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tornoy Oonoral and the Bisliop, are c Jt -officio monilx^rs*. 
All bills ori;^iiato with the lower house, hut they nuist ]>asH 
the Coiineil before thi»y ^o to the Executixe or can l)econio 
lawft. Of course, nothini; can pjiw this Innly, thus consti- 
tntcil and ap|X)iiited, wliich Is not jvrfivt ly fcitisfactory to 
tlic Colonial minister, nor tloes anythini^ ever p;ts.^ it against 
tlio wislu^ of the (jroveriKir. It is nominally a branch of 
the le^rfslature, but in fact i« nothinpr but a cabinet or Rort 
of pri\y counsel, with which the (rovernor consults, and 
which he ils4»h as a sort of breakwater b«'tw«»en himself and 
the lower house. They are an in<le|K'n<h'nt leorislative bo<ly 
upon cju^-stions in which the (Jovernor has no adverse in- 
terest, but they are as incapable of makin:; «"y resistance 
to his will .^s liis shadow would 1k»,* 

. * DnrinirTny ntny in Jamnlrn. an informnllon, wan fil«vl hy iIm» Atttmipy Oonenl 
apiiiiM William (Jinid, tlio editor of the Culoniiil Siaminnl, tin* (>r>;na of t)ia 
cfNiniry porn*, for a libel ii|M>a tlio Council. Ic iH*<*mf< lii.it the Counril liml n*- 
c«*lvo«l a p««tition, 8i;:noil by w»m«' nirnibiTH of AH^finby. ninonir otlnTH, ini|>u>inf( 
cornipt niotivi'i* to n portion of that b«Hly in thfir l«'<,'ihln»ivo prori>e«lii)<rii (jiriKl 
wan a niiMnber of the Afti'ntbiy, umi iMrluncod to the i<arty wliirli thin |N*rilioii 
afiHiiWtl. JIc (lenotnictsi liie Council fur rcceiviuj; it. ond, anions; otlicr thint;* 

Haiti : 

WVnnMM»t rkilli'il enoncb in ]>Hrlitinn*nfan' law, to beaMeto Mnte ibo extent 
to wlitcii the I'ounr.l i.uve hiniictl tiL'nin>i lli:lt <le:ri'i-«' i>r •■tii|ii«-tif. wjijcli custom 
at Ieo.<«t, if !jof niiiiiial rehjMTl, lias ever tnaintaiuiNl Jn-tween the two lower 
brancbe* of the b'i.'ii'iatnre. But tbii* w** know, ilmt llie <*«MiiM*il lmv«« now o|M*iH-d 
llie«bN>r to recriniiim'ion, and iliey nei-tl not be Mirpri*'<'(t, if nt an early o|i|Hir> 
tiinity, the true opinion of the jieople of Jamaica, of llii»-<' who nre cimiiieliMit to 
offer an opinion, the wculih, the eilucuiion and lue n'^jfrruhiiity of th- i-oiinrr^*, 
finds its way in the form of nccnniulated cmiternpt ol t'>«* CrMincil. their Heltiit)!* 
neHii, their cormptiun and flH'ir avarice, upon the jitiini'iN of the At«»>«*iiibly. 

For this he wa» proM?cured by tli«» ifoverunient. lie wi- MUccesHtulli* defended 

by Mr. Mtmcriefl*, who, by the by, it* a brown man, ami «>ne of iIh* niont eliH|iient 

advucaten in Jamuica. The foUowlntfexInict fr<»ni hiM i.|M>ec|i, will Im* fouml lo 

conrtnn tht* view I have taken of itd o)>erotioit om a branrli of the {^ovemtniMil : 

**Now. let me aiik, if tlieite opinions expre^Ked in t!ii» pnblirnMon before yon, 
arc th.» opinions of yestenlay r — if Ihcy nn* noxioiis to noru'ty ?— if iIh* of»j«Ti 
waa lo suo%*ert society, or if the object of William (iir«»d whs to sow M'diiion iu 
the minds nf \\wi luluibitantH of Uiis cuuiitr}' ? Cieutiemen, a« matter of history, 
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From tlie illastmtions licro presented, it is apparent that 
tlio executivo pjitronago reaches every point of influence 
and every interest worth conciliating or promoting on the 
island, and enables the Governor practically to dictate its 
legislation. It is hardly necessary to sny that the deliber- 
ations of a body tlius constituted and cri]>pled, possess but 
little interest to strangers, and furnish a very narrow 
theatre for the display of oratory or stitesnianship. The 
questions never involve any principle, and the discussions 



tbPM npinionii am not of ymtpnlay. In 1792, it xvm tlic opinion of ilioiio \%-ho 
then repn'M-nftil llio |HM»ple o( the colony, •TImt it in* r«*('(inim<'iHl«><l to ilio 
H<niw to app«>int a comniiltt^ to pn*p»n>' nn litimlilr nil«lrt>Hrt to liii« ina.i(>Hty, 
frrotimU'd on llie ncvtrnl pn>ci*din!; rffiolutuinis nnd liuinlily l«» n'pri'M*iit to li'ia 
Bmj«^t%% tlint tin* junction of iwu stioli dill'i'nMit cupnoiiicH rh iliat of n privy 
council of StalA aiiil a I(>in»lativu counril, in oiio oimI Hh* 8imio IhnIv, of wliirh 
lire memben only ron^titntp n ouonim, (no prt'nttT nunil>rr iiuvinc nH«*iulril ilio 
Boant duri»jr!helalPCont»'*f.) lias ever Ut-n prtHluriivc of pn-iit inrnnvminico 
to Ike irood pt>oplc of thin inland, and liai* provrd, and muHt alwayn pn>vc. tho 
wver-failinjr wiurco of diword and diHtniut Ijotwo-n this llouxo mid the Kiim*a 
repnHientative, (and IIm* time now pivfM it ynwf;) nnd liiplly, to }»ruy Iiik ni:ij»>ty 
irriicitjuiilv to afford mich relief in the tin'miKe^. HMtoliift rovnl wifxioni »hnU M-vm 
meet Ordered, That Mr. IJr>-an E«hvanlji, Mr. W. Mitchell nnd Mr. Shirlrv, 
be a eoniniittee for that puriMwe/ (Jounials of AKM'inbly, Vol. 9, ]»n;ri' IChI ) 
Oontlemen, iu 1812, thinw who then n*pn>ti(>nt(*d the public opinion ol' llx* colonv 
reaolred. *Tluit the Council of thia iMlnnd. ao at preitciit coiiHtiiiited, hnve not 
nrveawirilv a territorial qualiticntion in the counir>% or any couiinunity of inl<-rei«t 
witli the fnhahitantf, to whom they an* in no manner nccounlnhle, that notliinfif 
can more clearly pnive tlie danjrer of Mich a IxNly haviucr any control over tho 
proTierty of our con.«titnentM. than the late wmitoh rejection lif a law m-ccf-wiry 
to tiie public safety, iH>cauiM> tlio Himim* winild not mrrender itit mo»>t ini)Nirtiiiit 
privilege*.* S«» far back, then, a* 1792, the Indd men who T»*prewnl<*<! tin* colo- 
ninta predicted, and nredicteil truly, that ^o Ion? ao an oli{rarchy exinti*!! in thia 
colony, po Ion? aa tlicre exiati'd an irre«ponnible b«Hly havin? leinslaiive power 
<n-ertliepc*opl« of thia country— 0O Ion? aa that anonialotia Hoard exihted, there 
WfMildbeuo fieacc in tlie cobhiy ; and with iho opiniouA pohnifrasro uttered, I, 
from wlmt haa taken place within the lant few yean«, ctirdinlly acn-e; nml I nay 
that ftif alMMly of that deKcriptiini to pniMcrilio any other Ihuh their opinionn to 
puni^ na for ntterinir opiniona «>i1ht than tlieira, will never meet with the con- 
cnrmice of a jury, or tiicre wotiUI not he one ninple moment'a necurify for luiv 
of oa. It ia for tliia reaaon, pentlemen, tlut I a^k you if you are to convict Wil- 
liam Oirod of libel. An* uttcninir o]iini«ma which have prevailed now for more 
Uian half a century f For utterinctlie opinions of a lurtr*' biNly of the inhiibituuta 
of thia coantry f Whether pnhlic opinion almll hv cmnhed and atitled by a IxMly 
exerrliinir tyrannical power t I a«y, ireiitlemen, antl I auy it ailviwillv, that 
where tm*apon«ible power decidea tlM*re ia tyranny: human pawiou wilf nitiko 
tjranta of an olifrarcny, and Ihia proaecution hIiowh what that Uoanl would do if 
yuQ woultl Maiat them ; they would cramp tite expreaiiion of opinion ; they 
woald cirrumaeHbe lair ophiiona to tbeir own limlta ; tht*v wtmld do what dee* 
pcille povrer alwajradoM^ Qiejr would ride nunpMit orer the people." 
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Are novor cWiorato. TliuU'j^li the afwoinMycoiitaiiw many 
jj^ontloinoii uf taiont niul j»romin»Muv in lliiir ro^p(»ftivo 
callint^ lli«*y never fin«l occasion to tlinjilay it hero. Their 
debati'S aro qiliU^ as informal and C4)ll<M|nial Sks th<^so of 
Uio Now Vork Mmiicipal C/ouncil, and their leicislatiou 
di8i)osos of far less considerable interests in the course of a 
year. 

It i» difficult to convey any s;itisfactory i4lea of the state 
of iK>liticid parties here, for they can hardly bo Kiid to 
liavo any state. They arc not arrayed ui>on any of the 
issues wliicli claVify the inliabitants of tho mother country. 
UiK>n tlio questions a;j(it'iled in the British parliament in 
vrhich tliey have any interest, they aro for tho most part 
ftgreed. ColoniJil assisUnicc of any kind all desire, and all 
desire jirotcction for colonial i>ro<lilce. llio apiMjintecs of 
tho present government have j>rudencc enough not to pro- 
claim their sentiments \\iK>n the house-tops, but even they, 
do not disguise them at the lire-side. It is to free trade 
they ascribe their ruin, not to tho abolition of slavery. I did 
not find a man upon the island, and I made ver}' extensive 
inquiry, >Yho regretted the Emancipation Act, or who, if I 
mjiy take their onxti professions, would have ri'stored 
slavery liad it been in their i)ower. They say that if tliey 
only had tlie protection on tlie staples of tlie island wliich 
they onjoyed witli slaver}', they would prosjHjr. It was 
tlio removal of that protection, added to the advanced price 



46 PUBLIC SALARIES. 

of hilior, occasioned by the einancip«itioii of sLues, wliich 
coroi»elled tliem to surrender tlioir nccustonied market lo 
tiie cheai»er slave-grown proiluctiuns of Cuba and Brazil, 
Tlic number of tliofio wlio are opposed to colonial jn'otcc- 
tion 18 too Binall to constitute a i»arty, and lienlce, tliatsul)* 
ject rarely enterR into the formation of party issues of any 
kind. 

The party lines are most distinctly drawn Wtween what 
arc known, the one as the ^ King^s Ilouse,^ and the other 
tlie** Country Party" — tlie former being the .administration 
and the latter, tlie opposition parties. The ]>rominent 
measure pending between them at the last Assembly, of a 
strictly party character, was the retrenchment of salaries. 
Tlic country party is compav^d mostly of the planters and 
largo proprietors of land, who insist that in the present do* 
pressed and imjioverished condition of the island, it is im« 
possible to jmy the enormous salaries which were granted 
in the days of their prosperity. Tliey say, and with rea- 
son, that forty thousand dollars a year is too much for a 
governor of four hundred thousand people, when the Pre- 
sident of the United states, with twenty millions of subjects 
receives only twenty-five thousand a year — that fifteen 
thousand dollars for a Chief Justice of Jamaici, and 
ten thousand for each of his associates, is extravagant, 
when the Chief Justice of the highest tribimal in the 
United States only gets six thousand dollars; and so 
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Oil tliri>u*<]i a HiKHH'SHion of salarii'H all pn»|iortioi)at4*ly 
cnoriiKms aiul iMjually uini«H'ossary. 

TIk* adiniiiUt rat loll ]>airy, on tlio otlu-r liaiul, H:iy that 
none of thost* ii«»I«lin;;; oftio** tin<l tlioir conijMMisition I'xces- 
hive ; tliat a ri*si«lcnco in a hot oliniat*', atnl distant from 
lionio, ih'servos to l)0 wvll paid lor; that th«*y aotvptiMl 
oftiiv undor th«' |»n'sc*nt rate, an<l tli«*y haw a v«*stod int4*r- 
c»t in tlieir snlarii*?*, whicli oiii^ht not to Ik? violated, llio 
planters n^ply, that it was never tlu'ir wish to liave any one 
leave a disUint lioine to rulo thoin in .lainaiea; in other 
words, they would be jH^rfectly willin;; to furnish resident 
incumbents for all tlio ofiieeH on the island, for sneh a}>- 
pointoes would not re<|uire a premium for leavin*^ home 
and livinpf in a liot climate. TndiM»d, the im|>ort:ition of 
oflicials from the mother country has (Kvasionally been rc- 
sente«l .^s a great grievance by the islanders, and not with- 
out justice. The apj>ointnient of the present Chief Justice, 
iSir Joshu.'i Kowc, is an instance, lie was the first Chief 
Jastice ever sent to Jamaica from abroad, lie was ajv 
pointed, I believe, alx)ut llfteen years ago. llicretofore the 
first judicial ofiicc of the island had always been filled 
from the Jamaica bar. Tlio islanders felt so outraged at 
tills ap]x>intnient, that for two years they refused to api»ro- 
priate money for his s«ilar}'. Meantime he went on dis- 
cliarging Ids duties with noticeable ability and wisdom, 
and added from day to day to tiie numlx;r of his personal 
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fricncU, especially from among the members of the bar, 
>!^'hore Ills apiK)intmeiit gave most offence, until finally all 
opi^osition diriap|)eare(l, and he hiis since received his fifteen 
tiioasand dollars, without a murmur against him for having 
been a non-resident barrister at tlio time of his appoint*^ 
incnt 

Afler enduring their grievances as long as thoy thought 
it became them, the country party, introduced their 
bill. Of courso the council, from four or five of >vhom 
it would cut off an important moiety of their income, took 
good caro that tlio bill did not pass. Tlie country party 
sent a memorial to the Minister for the Colonies, request- 
ing that tlio council might bo re-<x>nstituted in a way to 
enable the public sentiment of the island to have fair ex* 
prcssion. The memorial was thrown under the minister's 
table, and a speech about the colonies, from tlie premier in 
dio Iloaso of Commons, full of sympathy and figures, was 
&11 the satisfaction which tlie memorialists obtained. 

The country party then drew up a memorial to Parlia* 
ment, setting forth the e^ils incident to tlie present organi* 
lation of the council, and requesting Uiat it should bo 
changed in such a way as to prevent those members whose 
income, a retrenchment bill would affect, from having the 
power to defeat its passage. Tliis memorial was the pro- 
minent party measurjB of the last session of the Assembly. 
Of oouraei it was resisted by the administration with oil 
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tln'ir |K»\v«'r. It ]>jik<«m1, liow4»\vr, on tli*- 20tli of Janunry 
List, I Ih'Ih'w, only livo nu*nilNTs votini; a<;:iinst it. 

T\\o O»lonial St.-nulnnl, a journal printed at Kington, 
and tli«» oriran <«f tlu» oountn* party, n>hiin<Mitrcl u|»on this 
inoa<uri» as t'ollows : — 

" Wo ol»s«TN«» l»y y<'stor«lay'f* ]»nK*<*««]in*;s, that the me- 
morial to tlu* (.'oinnions is to U* f«»rwaril«*l to Mr. Itocbuok 
for ]>n'!*«Mitation, and that to tho I-ords to I>»rd Stanley. 
Tin* st'hrtion a|»|H'ars ratluT ln't«'n»ir«'n«'ou>, hut wo are not 
si>rrv for it. Tho «ju«'stion is not ono wliich has any In^ar- 
in;; on tho ]Hilitiral ]»artirs. It a]>{M>aU to th«' ind<']K.*n«lont 
monilnrs of Parliament on all sides. Tho |HM»j»le of Ja- 
maica have Inrn suhjoi'tod in their juivate fortunes to a 
ruinous ehange of rirctnnstane<*s, and they have insisted 
that tlu' cost of j^overnnient should j>artako of tho same 
cheapness as that which liaslnM-n the irroiuid-work of their 
ruin. The council, con)|M»s<Ml, with t\>o exceptions, of ofli- 
cial and salarii-d iuilividualN ]M>ss<'ssiii^^ a p«'r^onal interest 
in the «|Uesiion, have ri'fus4d to sand ion nny nieasuro of 
retrenc]im«'nt, j>res«'nt or pro>p«'cti\e ; an«l wltliin the last 
live years have rejirted five <iil!erent l>ills, havin<;( one or 
other object. In this course tlu^y haN«' Urn sujijMutod by 
the Colonial oftice, ami tho only appra! lies to Parliament 
It matters not to which sidt; of the House the comluct of 
this apjK'al is entrusted, but a inorr tittlnu; man in tho 
Ctnnnions than Mr. Roebuck coidd hardlv have b*'on se- 
lected. Tho anjdoicy between the present complaint of 
Jamaica and that from Canada, whiib was so \cry ably 
managed by Mr. Roebuck in 1634, is cumjdeto — tho only 
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difj^rciice bcin^, that in Canada the council were appointed 
for lifty wlicreafs in Januiica, tlioy hold their seats at plea- 
9urty innkinju^ the case of Jamaica, only so nnich stronger. 
Mr. Roebtick, who made g<x)d the complaints of Canada, 
has but to go over tlie same ground in exposing the griev- 
ances of Jamaica. lie tiiumphed iu the one case ; he can- 
not fail iu tLe other.'' 

This ])etition was presented to the IIoum* of Ix)nls by 
Lord Stanley on the Gth May, on which occasion it received 
it» quietus from Earl (trey, the Colonial Minister, in the 
ioHowing extraordiuary remark, as Reported by the English 
journals : — 

** Earl Grc*y wiid, that trhatevcr ffroundH there mif/ht be 
for an alteration in the constitution of Jamaica^ ho was 
not prri>ared to admit that there were sjK'cial gromids for 
bringing forward the question at the present moment Tlio 
noble carl defended the conduct of the council, who had 
never stood in the tcay of reduction or economy^ 

Had the country party been successful in carrying their 
retrenchment bills, they would have saved, perhaps, fifty 
thousand dollars a year, scarcely more, rather a small mat- 
ter, one would suj^pose, to make such a pother about And 
yet it is the most direct mode left to them, of promoting 
their prosperity by legislation, and has been the prominent 
party issue among them for the past two years. A better 
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illiHtnitioa oouM ii<»t W <Wm><l, to rIiow tlu* uttor iuijio- 
tHKv of tlic Ass4»ml»ly, niul ilio o\vr->liado>viiig nutliority 
of tin* Kxot'Utiv*'. 

llic couiiln* pnrty «'m1>racHs umsX 4.r' tlu' Kiii^lisli plant* 
crs; tlio it^lonnl jhh»]»1«^ jjffiii* rally snj.|M»rt the ♦^uvoni- 
iiicut. This hurpriMnl iiic at tiist, hut I ^mui caiiio to iiiKlor- 
8land it. Ill tho tirst |>lac<', Eii«j:lis]i |*io]>ri«'t«»rs somehow, 
arc always at war witli tlio o|HTativ«' ^•la^«*«•^ all tli<* world 
over; at loa^t 1 never liranl of eitJH r of the two elassen 
thinkin<x that thev had anv eoniniinii(\ «»f interest In the 

c • • • 

next j»lace, the government have fei; the n<*<'essity of eon- 
ciliating the eolon»d men in Jainaiea ih every j»o>sihle way, 
and hence it is that this )>art of the |»4>|*iilation till at least 
nine-t«'nth.H of all the ofliees. I tliink tln're h;Ls lH?c*n a 
Mneerii d«*sire f<'lt hv the heails of tiie irovernment in Kiiir- 
land to liave the hhicks ]>r<»s|ier an<l vindicate the ]»hilan- 
thropie ]>urj>os«* whieii secure<l tliejr ii'^erty. 

This desire has lari^ely in'-nased the j)n)jn»r(ion of jmii- 
lical apj»ointments to Imj made from that class. I»ut the 
political and physical strenj^th of th<« hiacks has become 
formidahle, and if tho.M> jn'oph* were t«» Ixcome thorouf^Iily 
alienated iVom their allegiance, the island would very soon 
become uninhahitnhle toKnglish jK'Ojile, an<l its commerce 
would lie ruined. IVaring, however, as tliey do, but a 
trifling ]H>rtion of the burthen of taxation, sharing in very 
liberal proj^ortions the patronage which the taxation of 
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others supports, and flattered by the notice and encourage* 
ment with which their loyalty is rewarded, they very 
naturally ally themselves to tlie King^s house party, upon 
all questions of revenue and taxation, which, in fact, furnish 
th« only subjects for party oontroversyt 



CHAyTER VI. 



poverty of Jamait*n — Dopn'ciatMHi nml iliininiitMHi of oxp«»rt« 
— 11m* innrkct valiu* oi'cstato?* — Corr.-p^Huliii^ jinn^tratani in 



Tlic 

tlic other l]riti>h WoM Iiuliu coUiiu-'. 



It is (liflicult to cxniriTfrat**, aiul \o\ u\oro iliflioult to «lo- 
fine, tlio i>ovcrty aii<l ii)«lustrial ]M'<>^trati4»ii of Jamaica. 
Tlio natiinil wealth ami sjK)ntaneou> j»r«Hluetiven<'ss <>f tlio 
upland are so grt'at that no one can }«tar>'4', and yet it seenm 
ns if the faculty of accumnhition wen* siisjHMuhMl. All tlio 
pnKluctive jjower of the s<»il is runnini; to waste ; the fini'f*t 
hnid in th«» world may 1m; ha«l at any j»ric<', and almost for 
the askin*;; lahor nr^-ivos no coni)M'nsation, and the pro- 
duct of lal»or <loi.'s not s<m in to kn«»\v the way Ut market. 
Families accustomed to wealth and everv luxury, have wit- 
nesst^d the declhio of tlnir incom<>, imtil now, with un«li- 
minished est-itcs, they find thenw.lvi's wrestlin;^ with 
]x»verty for the commonest nee<*ssari«'> • >f life. Tlun* are no 
public amiLsemenls here of any kind, for :imus4>ments aro 
purchased with the surplus wealth (»t' jK«ople, and hen; thero 
is no 8uq>1aH. There was not a tin at re, or a mus<'um, or 
a circus, or any otlier j>hice of enU^rtainment, involving ex- 
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pease, open during my May on the island. Tlic corpora- 
tion of Kingston owns a building which has been used as a 
theatre, and in the suburbs of the city is a plain once fa- 
moas as a race course, but of the first, rats and spiders are 
the only tenant, and weeds and underwood have over- 
grown the other. 

But the island abounds with more palpable, if not more 
significant endences of prostration than these. 

Since the year 1833, when the British Slave Emancipa- 
tion Act was 2>assed, the real esUite of the island has lx»en 
rapidly depreciating in valu«', and its productiveness has 
been steadily diminishing to its present comparatively 
ruinous sUmdard. Whatever diversity of views may exist 
respecting the influence which the abolition of slavery may 
have had in producing this state of things, there is no 
doubt, I believe, entertained by any, that the pa^isage of 
tlic Emancipation Act of 1833, was followed by the disjts- 
ters I have referred to, as promptly as it could have been 
if it had been their cause. I will st'irt, therefore, at that 
point to illustrate still further, and in another aspect, the 
present industrial condition of Jamaica. 

Since 1832, out of the six hundred and lifty-three sugar 
estates then in cultivation, more than one hundred an<l 
fifty have been abandoned and the works broken up. lliis 
has thrown out of cultivation over 200,000 acres of rich 
land, which, in 1832, gave employment to about 30,000 
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UilM>nTs J^"<1 yioltl***! ov»»r ir>,oO() 1io:^lioa«ls of Mi;rJ^r, «iul 
o%'cr 0,iH)(> ]»uiicluM»iH of nun. 

I>iiriii<; the ikiuw ]M>ri<>«l, ovit r>(>0 c«>t)^o plaiitatioiui 
]iavo Ihvii nlKiiHloiiod, aixl (lirir woik^ 1»rokon ii]>. TIiIh 
tliivw out of cultivation ov«t 'JOO.ooo arr^s iiion* of laiiJ, 
which, ill 18.12, rf»«juir»Ml tlu' lalnir of ov«»r 30,000 inon, 

Fn>iii an otVicial return of the o\]HirtH fnun tin* islaml 
DOW lvin;x l>«*f<>ri! ni«\ [ am cii:(l>l<-<l t** t-oniparo the sur|>IuA 
proiliH-tion of it.H jfr«'at hta|»K»s in th«* thnnj yearn previoun 
to the Kinaneipation Aet, with the <'\{M>rtH tor tlie three 
yean* privtMlinj^ the month of Orttiln r, 1848. Tli«*y con- 
trast a« follows : — 
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l»y this Contrast it a]»|M\ns lh;it «luiin;^ the last three 
years the islan<l ha^ exporteil 1«*sh tliaii iialf the sui^ar, mm, 
or jrriii«for; less than ont-third the lolK-c ; hss than one- 
tenth tlic molasses ; an<l n«arly two niillions of jtouixls less 
of ]>im«*nto, than «lnrinj^ tin* thre«' \«'ai"s wliich pn^cedcil 
the Kmancipalion Act. 
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If any one ivflocts a nioiiiont u[»on the probable ef loots 
which wouM result from cutting of!*, only half the exports 
of 8uch a country a» the Unitetl St^Mtoj^or Enijland, one has 
less difficulty in realizing the condition of the people of 
Jamaica, wlio are not ex]K)rting much more than a third 
of wliat they liave exported in the days of their prosjx^rity.* 

Tlie political economist need not l)e told that such a fall- 
inn; off from tlie income of the island, must h«nve been 
attended with a correspondinnj de]>reciation in the value of 
real est'ite, but no one unacquainted with the fertility and 
beauty, and former proibictivoness of Jamaica, can realize 
tlie extent of that depreciation. I will give you a few illus- 
trations which can be relied u]>on. 

The Spring Valley estite in the parish of St. MaryV, 
embracing 1,244 acres, had In^en sold once for £18,000 
sterling. In 1842, it w<as abandoned, and in 1845, the 
freehold, including works, machiner}*, plant'ition utensils^ 
and a water power, was sold for £1,000. 

Tlic Treraoles estate, of 1,450 acres, once worth £08,- 
265 sterling, has been since sold for £8,400, and would 
not now bring half that sum. 

The Golden Valley sugar estate, containing about 1,200 
acres, was sold in 184G for £020, including machiner}- and 
works. 



*Id ITBV thej e xp or t ed 3,021,200 lb*, of ginfrtr, which Is one-thini more thnn 
llM larfNC qaaatity «xporti<d dnrin; Un* yvm I have enaroemted abo\'c. In 18(V5 
tlwy cxpoctBd mtJUi hbdt. mgw, and in 1014 tliey exported ai,04&,5e5 Ibc of 
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Tlio Ciioii-wood Mi;rar I'stat**, \\iii«Ii oikn* oi^t £18,000, 
WOH oHoiVil l»y itM pn^Nciit owners, hut t'oinxl no ]>un*h{UHor>t, 
At £1,500, nihl its cultivation li:us Inmu altaiiibnKul. 

Tln^ ov*'rs<vr of rrii'iuUliiji Valh'V '^lat** us4'4l toriMvivo 
a wilary of £1*20 |K;r annum for ]»is m rvioi's; In* lias lioou 
oftiTi'il the whol«* I'stato within tlinu' y«'ars for £rjO. 

Fair ProsjxTt ostatf, wiiidi usimI to yi<*hl five liundrt'd 
]n)pi]iea<1s of nugar, an«l was valu('<l at £40,000, iias .hoUI 
in 1841 for £4,000, an<l now wouM not )»ring anything 
liko that »uni. 

Ginger Hall, which usc<l to yirM £1,200 sterling j>or 
annum, has since lieen sold for £1,400. 

lUuiki'r's Hill estate, whicli lia«l Uvn mortirai^od for 
£.30,000, was last sold for £2,500. 

A Rui'ar estate Ivini^in tlie i»an>h of St. Iliomas, in the 
Plast, embracing 1,000 acres »>f land, with a g«MHl (Iwelling 
jiouse, works, njacliinery, cojjpcr stills, and other a|»|>ropri- 
ate fixtures, w;ts put u|» at auction in 1847, in Kingston, 
and sold for £020. 

]*rovision lands alnnit the l]io (inmde river, which had 
never lM»en oj>ened, and whieh w^r.- exceedingly prmluc- 
tive, have been sold for one doll.ir jht acre, and I wjw 
informed by the Govenior, Sir Charl. s (J rev, that ho knew 
of ten thousand acres of land, Ivinir all toix^ther, which 
could now bo bought for £1,000, <»r for al)out fifty cents 
an were ; indeed, what is vet mor«' e\traordinan% a culti- 
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rated sugar estato of 2000 acro» wa.^ mid oiilv this last 
April for £G00. 

I might multiply Cict^^ of thin kind without uiunbor, but 
it IS sufficient to say, that prepared land, as fine as any 
under cultivation on the island, may 1)e readily bought in 
unlimited quantities for five dollars an acre, ^vhile land far 
more productive than any in New England, may be readily 
liad for from iiftv cents to a dollar. 

Tliat tlie misfortunes of Jamaica may not \>e attributed 
exclusively to local causes, it is projier that I shoidd state 
tliat the other l^ritish West India islands have all been 
visited by equally serious, if not the same prostrating intlu- 
ences, and all consider themselves ruined and hel]>less. 

By returns recently made to tlie British IIouso of Com- 
mons, it appears diat, comparing the imiioits from British 
(fuiana, Jamaica, and Trinidad, during the years 18.31 to 
1838, ^-ith the years 1844 to 1 848, the pniduction of sugar 
has fallen olf 3,130,000 cwU., molasses 500,133 cwts., 
rum 3,324,627 galk, coffee 52,601,350 lljs., and the pro- 
duction of cotton has entirely ceased. 

In 1838 there were two hundred and fifty-eight esUites 
in Demerara and E<sequibo in profitable cultivation ; of 
these, seventy-one have been abandoned and one hundred 
and eleven sold under executiim. 

The condition of Berbice may bo infentHl from tlie fol- 
lowing extract from the Adtlress prem^ntoil to the (tovemor 



on tlio ooc.'iHion of liin visitinv: that island in tlio fall of 
1840. It is UiVeu from tin* I^tI/io* <Ja7A»tt4% oil <X*tobcr 
lo, 1840. 

** It can Imt prov** a j*4>im*i» of tlie «l«M'jv>t8om>\v to yonr 
KxivlK'noy to 1k*1u»1<1 in yonr tonrof in«*|KH'lion tlin>n^liout 
this connty, tho raj>i<l ]»r»>i;r«"iH t»f «lfsohition and docay, 
consoqih'ht njmn tho hi«'nsnro.s of tlu* lnn>orial Govcrn- 
mont, nirasun'H whii'lt, thont^h intciubMl to ]»ronioto tho 
«j<*noral intort'sts of tin' fnij»iro, liav** Invn only atton«lo4l 
with a >vliol<'^ali' dcstnution of proiHTty lioro, withont 
pHxlnoint; an anioinit of K'n^'tit to tin* nias!^ of tho po]njla- 
tion at homo, in any d<\irrt'o comm« nsnrato with such a 
fcarfnl, Imt t»no-si«h*d sarrifuv. 

*• We Would i>articularlv <lra\v vonr Excm'IImicv's atton- 
tion to tho Condition of tin* Couraiitvno (.\>;ist, tho wwt 
bank of tho Canj«' (^r»'«'k, and hoth Uankn of the river IVt- 
bice, and we would j)ray your K\e«ll''ncy to compare it 
with tho condition in wliioh you t'ouiid tht-m on your fii-st 
visit to this countrv a f«'\v voaiN aL.'o. 

** At thnt timo your Kxo«*llon<v t'oiiiil mai^niticent estates, 
independent and wealthy proprietors, a tlirivini^ class of 
Euro|>«\'in subordinate otVuvis, an«l a p«*asantry l>eyond all 
comparison, the most hai»]»y and ]»ro-|M'rous in the worhl. 
Now, in every diri*ction, your Kxoollriny will only encounU^r 
imj»overished proj»rietors ; you will lind the introduction of 
int*'lli<2rent European servants tlisi'ontiimed, the |K*asantry 
relaj^sing Nnth astonishiui^ an«l most alarming rapidity into 
«H sUite of greater barbarism than at any former perioil, and 
innumerable line buildings and costly machinery falling 
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rapidly into dilnpidcition «ind decay, and fipproachablo only 
by water oommnnicntion, tlic roads and tliorouglifares being 
quite iinpa<«sable. 

"Tliat this is no over-drawn picture, your Excelloncy will 
have but too fatally conclusive proof, but it may well Ikj 
inferred from the fact, that since that time, three cotton, 
tliirty coffee, and nine su^r estates in this county alone 
have been totally abandoned, and arc now relapsing into a 
wilderness." 

Just before my arrival at Jamaica, the island had been 
visited by the Hon. E. Stinloy, ^r.P., who was on a tour 
dirough the British possessions in the West Indies with the 
view of infonning himself accurately of their condition. lie 
has published the result of his observations in the form of 
a communication to the IL»n. W. K. Gladstone. As tlio 
conclusions to which his visit lead him are quite different 
from those to which I have been brought by my far more 
limited opportunities of ol)servation, I shall tnko occasion 
in a subsequent chapter to notice his paper again. I only 
refer to it now for the puq)08e of quoting from it some 
illustrations of the decHning condition of Guiana. Writ- 
ing to this point he says : — 

"My next reference will be to an even more certain 
anthority, the official returns of the number of estates in 
the colony, which at three different periods continued to 
export produce. 
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"Total iiuni1>or of xuifar <»st:itos wliioli mado n'ttiriM of 
protliKV for taxation in Kritisli (iniana wcn^ — 

** In 1841, *21.i. Sm' Ln-al <iui«l% |»aj^«» Hi. 

" In ISIC, 208. Tak«^n from otVirial ri'turns. 

** In 1H4S, 187. Takrn from tlio .<ini<\ 

**Tli<» diminution in tlu; first jH*ri«Ml uf tivo yean* ij* 7. 

^*Uii' <liminution in tlio s«KN)n«l ]xTi«Hl of two yearn 21. 

*• In Ffbrnar}', 1850, tlioro wore 27 f'stnto* innlt»rRc<ju«?ji- 
tnition, of wliicli 25 won* sn;;xar estate's. 

** This iH no far in)]>ortant, that it ]»ro\v.H the n^tro«:^de 
condition of a country not sur]i.'iss<d in |H»int of natural 
ndvantaLr«*s l»y any in tlio world ; hut Viiu will easily soo 
that it furnislu's a \ory inade4{uate i«l«*a of the real depre- 
ciation of i»n»j>erty witieh lias tak»'n ]»hice, j*inoo every 
CRtat4? which eontinues to ]>r<jihhi' any en»p at all — no 
inatt«'r how littK', or at what ]»rie«' saleahh^ — rem.ains on 
the list as Ix'fore. A more aeeuratr uu-.-isure may ]>erhaps 
1)0 found in tlu' followini; list of sal»s, olVtH'trd In'tore and 
after 1840. It will lie obvi*>us that the niunlM'r of est,it«»H 
thus sold and rc-s4»ld, within a jM-rin*! of sixteen y^'ars, must 
necess'irily l>e ver}' limit«Ml ; and eons«'«jU«'ntly, that there 
is no room for a m<'re s4'li*etion of isolati'd eas<'s, whi<h 
miixht jjfive an cxa;jfj;«'rated and unreal impression of 
distress. 

*• Indeed, even hero tlu' ih'pn'ei.ition is not fully n^pro- 
8ented ; for, in order to Ix' sold, an vsinU^ nmst find a juir- 
cluiser ; and a very larice ])ru|K>rti«»n of thos^' n(»tyct wholly 
abandoned, are only not in the market U'eausi* tlu'ir ouiiers, 
or the creditors of thos<* owners "' * w»*ll aware that it id 
useless to »«^nd them tlnTe. 
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** In addition to the above, I may subjoin tlic following 
communication, forwarded to mo by a gentleman lately 
returned from Guiana : — 

***Tlie La Grange and 'Windsor Forest estates wei-e 
bought by Mr. Cruiksliank for £25,000 and £40,000, in 
1838 and 1840, resj>ectively. The two were sold togetlier, 
a few weeks ago, for £11,000 nominally; but this price 
included a claim for £5,000 due to the purchaser, making 
the actual purchase money £C,000, or something less than 
one-tenth of tlie original value.' 

** Shoi*nng a fall in aggn^gate value of something like 
90 per cent ! Will any one say after this, that the state- 
ments which reach them of colonial distress are exagge- 
rated or over-colored ? Take now the description given 
by a member of the Court of Policy, Mr. White, himself a 
planter, addressing the Combined Court in presence of the 
Governor ; and let it bo noticed that the accuracy of his 
assertioas a])i)ears nowhere to have been disputed in the 
subsequent debate : — 

** * To show liow property in this countrj' had dej>reoiated 
in value within Uie last tew years, it api»earod to ho necos- 
8ary only to compare the j>rosent value of that pro|x»rty 
with what it brouijht a fow voars ajjo. The value of tixod 
projK»rty — sugar estates — before emanci]»ation, was esti- 
mated at twenty millions of iK>unds sterling, or twice the 
value of tlio slaves, as they were appraised by the couj- 
missioner^i. But what was the value of that same pro- 
perty now i There were still 220 estates in the colony. 
If the sales which had tiiken place within the last year 
were to he taken as a criterion of the present value of pro- 
perty—and he thought they could very pro|>erly be taken 
as a criterion — ^it would be tound that the average value of 
estates did not exceed £3,000. It was only tlio other day 
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tliat two Inryjfo istat«*H wiiirli, >vitliiii lii^ r»voll»vtK»n, :i f.'W 
\i*:\r< a;^», woiiM liaw hrotii^lit .t'4n,oO(», \v«*r»* S4»I<1 lor 
X:{,000 (si»li. TlK'n^lorf, takin^j i*:ijM)o ju* tlir av«Tair«» 
vnlu** o( fMalfs, tlio n*al \alu<» of «•»•!. it«« Ii«ti», iiu*lu(liii<( 
O'ttoii aiiil rotV«'«» o*itat«'H, was €<i(JO,on«); that wa?* to say, 
pn»|H»rty wliirli S4)nu Vi-ai-saijo wouM li.i\«* l»roii;^ht twi'iily 
millions stvrliiii;, lta*l Ihtii, in cnns4M|nrm-«» oftho nn*a*»un\H 
of till* l>i*itisli <iovcrnnhnt, ri'«lun«il in \.»lui' to .€(i<»0,000. 
That i«h«)\V('(l tin' utter annihilation \vhi< h ha<l taken ]»lac«) 
in i1k» valu<' of j»rn|u»rty in the e«»lony. There was another 

JH>int wliieh would also sliow the iLCre.tt «lepreeiati4»n which 
lad taktMi |»laee in the value of ]iro)Hrty. in the jK'tition 
to wliieh he ha«l aln*atlv referre.l, it \>as stated that tho 
frr*»ss annual value of jmnluee «»f the .olony in 1840, wjw 
it^ViOO,000, <»r £7()tMKM) sterhn-:. Nmw, 1m> U'lievod he 
ha«l shown the vahu; of all landed ]tn»]H'rty in tho country, 
takin;<: the value (»f tin* <»state to U- .f.^.ouo, was X'GGO,0()0. 
That was, the value of the su;Lrar est;it«s in the colony w;w 
only £000,000, while the priwluee «»f ;i year w:us £700,000. 
In fact, the landed ]»ro]>crty in this country was not worth 
one yearV purchase I ' " 

It is easy to sec that such a p-ner.il depn^eiation in the 
price of pro4luctive projxrty anywlu've, niu>t leave j»ovcrty 
and rtiin on its path, hut adequately to realize the financial 
reverse's of this ^em of tlu' iK-ean, it is necessiir}' to aj»}»re- 
ciatc its exceeding fertility and une«pial!iMl natural resouives. 
I will biietly allude to ^K>nle of the most prominent indica- 
tioiLs of both. 
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Physical resources of Jamaica — Soil — ^Fruits — Vegetables — Drugs 
— ^Trfees — Irrigation — Uivera — Difficulties of trtta'«iK)rtatioii — 
Harbors — ^Miues. 



Jamaica embraces about 4,000,000 acres of laiul, of 
which there are not, probably, any ten Ipng adjacent to 
each otlier, whicli are not susceptible of the hi^^hest cultiva- 
tion, while not inoro than 600,000 acres have ever been 
rechiimed, or even appropriated, 

Tlie quahty and productiveness of the soil may 1x3 in- 
ferred in part, from what I have said of its exports. Sugar 
retooas here, on most plantations, three or four times. I 
myself picked some cotton of a superior quality, which had 
been planted more tlian ten years. Verj' little of tlie soil 
has been manured, or requin's to l>e, and such a thing as 
an exliausted estate is hardly known. Tlie negroes soiue- 
times exhaust the three or four acres of whicli they may 
have become proprietors, by covering tlie ground >\*ith every 
variety of fruit and vegetable, and by planting anew, after 
eveiy crop, without giving the soil either rest or restoratives. 
But thene exc*»ptions are of trifling importance. Vegetation 
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here u* not mi<i|h*ii«1c<1 l»y tin* a|>]»ri>:i<'li of wiiitor, wliifh 
nv«Tn«x«*»* f* U*in|H»ratun^ only Wn or fi!!"*'!! <U'«rri'<»H lower 
than that of suninuT. ]*lantin«( anil harvrslin)^ p> on 
t]in»u*^hout tlio V4'ar. 

Tlh» riohnoss of the soil iiiav U» inlornMl from a usajjo 
wliioh h:is oxisttMl nince Ion;; pr«*vions lo tht' aiNiIition of 
ulriwry, t»f sottinjLT a|»«*irt to tin* no^K^s nm* tlay in sown for 
tlio fu]ti\ation of tlioir own litth* j^onn«U fn»m wliieii thoy 
pitlior n«'arly thoir entire snj»jM»il. < hi Siitnnlays, they 
nn» never e.\iKvt<Hl to wt»rk f*>r any ono l»nt thein>k*lve». 
lliev ih'Vote that <lav to tilling their •in»un«ls and niarket- 
tin;; their j»ro<hieo. lliis one ihiy'n laUir in eaeh week in 
all they n^piiri* to ke<»p up to the hiirhi'st ]x»wer of pro- 
dudion, from thn'e to five, an<l sonn ilmes U*n acren of pro- 
vision ptanMls. 

The iVnitH of the island are *>f infinite van«'tv, and most 
i»f them urow spontaneously, or with very hltle enlturc ; 
eaeh month havini; its <»\vn pin-uiiar harv<>st. Am<»n;j^ 
thos*' tVuits whieh i;ii»\v in i^reatest ahinidanec and jM'r- 
feetion, an' the pine apple, shad«luek, oiantx*', ]»omejLcranate, 
^^, ^jivntslillo, cashew ap]»le, hanana, >tar aj»ple, ohirimoya, 
tamarind, o<hhki nut, olive, (hite, plantain, inullM'rry, akee, 
jaek fruit, hivad fruit, andev«'ry vari« ty of m«'h>ns, <jfraj)es, 

pears, plums «^n«u>«S i^*»\ 

Amon*j^ ves»\'tahles nn>steasy (if euUivation, are pot'it<»cs, 
ynms, oAssnviu |>ofts and U\ms t»f every variety, all the com- 
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mon table vegetables of tlic United States, ocliit), chooo, 
calalue, and a curious variety of salads. Maize and Indian 
com grow Iiere luxuriantly. The Guinea grass, \i'hioh is 
sujxyrior for graang jnirposes to any otlier, grows wild to 
tlie height of five and six feet. 

Tlie island also alx>unds in dye stuffs, drugs and spices of 
the greatest value ; to these m.iy he added the aloe, ginger, 
cochineal, spikenard, liquorice ri>ot, castor oil nut^ vanilla, 
peppers of even' variety, arrow root, ippccacuanha, jalap, 
cassia, senna, and many others, of which I have no know- 
ledge. I have already referri^d to the immense cro])s of 
pimento which used to be g;itliered here, and which in 
1848, in spite of the general agricultural depression upon 
the island, amounted to over five millions of pounds. I 
learned a fact in the natural history of this spico which 
was new to me, and may be new to many of my readers. 
It was conmiunk'atiHl by Mr. Richard Hill, the colored 
gentleman to whose accomplishments in natural history I 
liftve already alluded. 

The island of Jamaica furnishes nine-tenths of all the 
pimonto tliat is tlie subject of commerce throughout the 
world. And yet, says Mr. Hill, there is not a ]>iniento 
walk on the island which has been cultivated from seed 
planted by liuman liands. On the contrary, all the seed is 
scattered about with the rejectamenta of the birds, and when 
it comes up, the buslies aiMl slinibber}" by which it hapjiens 
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to U* stirrouiulod nn' out nway from nU»iit it, niul tliiM xIm 
]»iiiH'iit<> walk in laid out. Hie >ain(* thin;;;, lio 8:ti<l, wan 
truo of tlit> ^uava. IL* iutiniattMl an iin)»nv«ion that a pro- 
)vr nnaly}«is of tlio H4»il in wliioh tlio }«^mI i^iTUiinatcMl wouM 
|»ro1m)»ly n*voal th«* M'ln't, hitherto inviol:it«\ l»y tlio aid of 
wliicli tin* pinionto o>ul<l ]to i*ultivat<Ml from its mmmI. 

TIiiA Ktiitomcnt U'conus tlio more astoui^iliin); wlion tlie 
fact is oonsi«l('rt*4l that Jamaica luis oxjMjrt*Ml over tliroe 
millions of jHmnds of this spin' in a »in;;l«' year. 

Tlni foii'sts t»f Jamaica abouinl willi tho nirest cabinot 
w<mk1s, in wonderful variotv. I \v:iss1io\\n a Ivautiful )>ox, 
tho t<»i» of whicli >vsi.H inlaid with thirty ditlcrcnt ohoi<*c and 
rii'h indi«;«'iioas ft|Krim«*ns. 

Amonix the tr(»4*s of nnie*t valu«^ in varioiiH ways may l»c 
mentioned tlu* l>reaj fruit tnv, which t.ikcs a fine |>olish ; 
the s.itin w«h.mI ; tlic cedar, wliich jjrows to an innnense 
hize ; tlie cotton tree, the Unly of whi<l» is *iit out by tho 
net(r»K*s for cnnojs ; the banilK>o, «)ne «»!' the most useful 
tre<'s on th«' island; the trumpet trc<', liie i»ark of which 
is used lor cordai^e and tlie l>ody tor «»thrr i»urp<»s<'s ; the 
black and "^rcen el>ony ; lii^numvitu'; tin* jialmetto, which 
Homotimes ixro>v one hundred and fort\ t'«'et in hei;xht, and 
otlu'is. The inahoj^any is native to .hmiaica, but is now 
gettin«if rjuit«i st'arce, so oxt-ensivcly has ir In^en cut and ox- 
|»«>rted during tlto j)ast forty years. 

rt is projx»r to say that som^ of the parishes roquin> irri- 
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gallon (luring a jwrtion of tlic year. Tliis necessity is con- 
fined almost excliHively to tlic south side of tlie island, dis- 
tricts which sometimes arc not visitetl witli rain for three 
or four montlLs. S])anishtown and Kingston, and tlieir 
respective suburbs, oftentimes experience Uieso prolonged 
droughts, and without irrigation all cultivation in their vici- 
nity is not unfrequently entirely susi^nded for a short j>eriod, 
while in the adjacent parishes, at the sjirae time iK^rhaps, 
there will be frequent and sometimes excessive rains. In 
one liour a jwrson may drive from Spanishtown, where 
even*thing is parched and perishing, into St lliomas, in 
the Vale, wliere the most luxuriant foliage and abounding 
nMilets and meadow streams indicate frequent and copious 
showers. In tlie dr)' parishes however, the want of moisiuro 
tliat IS not rojmired by the heavy dews which are providen- 
tially sent during the winter season, may 1x3 supj)lie<l by 
irrigation at very incoiL'^iderable exjxsnse ; for the whole 
island abounds in water at all times. It is traversed by over 
two hundred streams, forty of which are from twenty-five to 
a hundred feet in breadth, and, it deserxes to be mentioned, 
furnish water power sufficient to manufacture everj-thing pro- 
duced by the soil, orcoitsumed by the inhabitants. Far less 
expense tlian is usually incurred on the sjune surface in 
the United States for manure, would irrigate all tlie dry 
lands of the island, and enable Uiem to defy the roost pro- 
tracted droughts with which it is ever visite<l. 
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Tlio f:iriIith*H for tniii^|H>rt:iti(»ii in Jainaii'.i sin* oxt'Ot'd- 
\u*x\y liniitcil. With tlio o.vmjiIIuii <»f tlio firtoon iiuK^s 
of niiliwul, tli«*rc in iiut, to my kii(»wl«'«l;;i\ a htaj^o owich or 
ro«Xt»l«'»r j>ori<Klioal c<nivryaucv toU* foiiu.l in Jamaica ; nor 
ilui*H any Ft<»am or otlior Imat ply at stat4 «l jK»ri«Hl.s iK'twirn 
anv of lior |Mirti*. Of cours**, tln'n*fon*, tin* cx|H*n>H' of get- 
ting nlN>ut i» wry gn-at, an<l tlu' int<»nM»ursf In'twct-n the 
O]»}>osito extremities <»f tlie i^Iantl, qiiiti* limited — more 
BO than Ix'tween the Atlantic nhore of tlie United States 
and the Missis.Mppi \alK*y, and nither more exjK'nsive. 

"While man has done so littlo for the int«Tnal im|m)ve- 
ment of the island, Providence has iNOiiufnantlv in<lent4*d itii 
rfiorc \\nth sixteen secure harln^rs and s<»me thirty hays, all 
offordin*^ good anchoraj^e, as if it ^vcre d«>igne<l to j»rovido 
ngainst the indolence and supinencss of li«»r inhabitants l»y 
inviting to her shores the enterpnsc and ca]>ital of other 
nations. 

Bi'sidcs the productiveness of its surface, this island nn- 
questionahly alK>un<ls in niinoral wealth. As slaver}' never 
can Ijejjet or procure mechanical skill, the mineral regions 
have never l>een thorouij:hly exjilored or worked, nor their 
value understooil ; but I have good reason to In-lieve tJiat 
itM copi>cr mines are inferior in richness to none in the 
World, and that coal will be mined here extensively before 
many years. 

Sucli are some of the natural resources of tJiis dilapidated 
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and poverty-stricken country. Capable as it is of }»ro(Uicing 
almost cverytliing, and actually producing, notliing >vliich 
miglit not become a staple with a proi^r application of 
capital and skill, its inhabitants are miserably poor, and 
daily sinking deeper and dcej)er into the utter lielplessness 
of abject want 

Magnas inter oi>€s inops. 

Shipping has deserted her jwrts ; her magniliceut planta* 
tions of sugar «*ind coffee arc running to weeds ; lier private 
dwellings are falling to decay ; tlio comforts and luxuries 
which belong to inda<«trial prosperity liave been cut off, 
one by one, from Iter inh«ibitauts ; and the day, I think, is 
at hand when there will be none left to represent tlie wealth, 
intelligence and hospitality for which the Jamaica planter 
was onoe so distinguished. 

Why is this ? Is any one to blame for it, and can human 
agency extend any relief, and if any, what is it ? These 
are questions whicli have been much considered, and have 
received so great a diversity of answers, that I indulge the 
hope of being pardoned for adding one to the number. 



CIIAl'TKU VIII, 



The (livliiio of .latimicu <>x{>laiiHMl — Tin* (NiinphiintMof the plaiiU'ri* 
— The ri'iiKMlifj* pnijxifKMl liy tin* nlallt4'r^* — 'V\tv n*al ditlicul- 
ticd ill Jaiiiaicu stated — Fir^t* the dc«n'u«Iatiui) of laljor. 



TiiK pri'Sfiit miiiuiH coii<litioii utJiiiDaica is asorilN*<i by 
itA iiilinbitaiitH mainly tt> t}irc<' i'ausi>s, tlu* alNilltion of 
ftlavm' in 1834, the inailoquate ooni]K*nsation paid tu the* 
owncw of tlio Shiva's, nn<l to iho rejioal of tlic protoctivo 
dutv on Uritisli colonial su;;ar. 

Ist. Tho ttlH>Htii>n uf slavory tlioy avor, causod tlio pri^'e 
i»f lab(»r to advance b<'yon<l tlie }M>int of succt'j*>ful conij»c- 
tition with counlrios where slavery was t<>lerat<*d. It be- 
came im]>ossible, as they claimed, for a Jamaica planter, 
with free lalnir, to raise sugar for anytliing like the priee» 
at which it was sold by the }>lanters of CuUi, Brazil, and 
Porto Rico. 

2d. England, they say, paid them but a small propor- 
tion of tho value of tho slaves when she <'manci])ated them. 
Tho Commissioners appraised tho slave pro|x?rty of all the 
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Britisli Wi>ftt Indies at £43,104,880 88. Oil., and the 
govcmmcnt finally allowcnl tlie owncw only £10,038,037 
83, IJJ., or less than fifty per cent, whereby the slave- 
holders sustained a loss of over £20,000,000 in addition 
to the loss, sup|)oscd to be t^^ice as nuioh more, sastained 
from the depi-eciation in the value of the fixed projK»i1y, 
much of which, tliis change in the character of the labor 
rendered no longer productive or available. 

3nL In 1840, Parliament ptissed a law reducing the 
duties on sugar, by which slave grown sugars were admit- 
ted into the British market at a corresjionding reduction 
of price, llie i>lanter8 complained that the necessity of 
using free labor compelled tliem to ex]>end more in 
nusing their crop, while tlie removal of the protective 
duties compelled tliera to acci^pt less for them when 
gathered. Tliis act is now tlieir great grievance. Thoy 
do not ask the motlier country to change its general fix^e 
trade policy, but they insist that the right of the planti'rs 
to receive full comi>ensation for their slaves was recognized 
by the government, that such compensation was not paid 
in money, but that a prohibitory duty on slave grown 
sugar was offered them as an im]K>rtant part of their in- 
demnification. They farther state, that by ojx^ning the 
British markets to slave grown sugar, they are propagating 
and fostering an institution, tlie suppression of which was 
tlie avowed motive of the government for strijtping the 
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planU'ni of Uicir slave projxirty by tliv. Einanci]>ation Act 
of 1«34 .♦ 

1 Ix'licve I have licre p\^n a full and jM^rfectly fair stito- 
} ^ inoiit of Uie causoi^ to M'hich the Jniaaicniw an a body, attri- 

buto tlieir niin. It in a fair refloxion of tlio flontinioiit of 
their jouniabs and corresponds M*ith the view of Mr. Stiinley, 
who has volunteered to Ix) tlieir champion aiul a])olo«;pst* 
It » a view which leaves tlieni notliini; to do, and tlierc- 

(forc is ver}* naturally accej>table to a We»t Indian, Tliey 
fold their anns under the comiction tliai uo efforts of theirs 
can arrest the decay and di.^'solution going on about 
them, and that nothing but home legislation, nay, notliing 
but ])rotection to Uieir staples, can protect tliem from hope- 
less and utter ruin. 

This has seemed to mo a most gross and extraordinary 



*Tlio following la iho materinl clmif^^ oniiiK Act. r«>rtsinJy onn of iho Tcry 
niuft nionieiitouH nicaMiin'f ovor ndoiiiiil liy aiiy le;.'l^.'iltlvn iMidy. Jt din*ctly mH 
Al liberty sonic 8nfi,i)00 humun iH-iuctt, niul clriitn>ye<l n ti'ln to over Ihroo iitiUiorM 
of pro)H'rty. The bill >viis aubniiltcd iu l&au by Lord Siiuiley, theu Secrvlmry fur 
Um) Culonica. 
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•• Bi» it oniirtfsl, that all ami cverx*, th«» |M>rM>nH wli«». on !1m' firat day of Aiicui^f, 
ono llioiitniiti <'i;:iit hiititintl nn«i iliirtv-foiir, ••liiiU Im* hi>iil«Mi in ^tMV(•ry witliin any 
vucli Hritii*ii Colony Hf> uror<'»:ii«l. hh^Il, u|M)n luxl Iroiii nnd utirr Ih** Hiid tirHtdny 
of AujTiKt, one lliouMUid ct::!!! Iniridntl and tlunv-i°<*)tr. b«vonH* untl In* lo ail in- 
ti*nti< Olid |>iiri)OH>H I'rtn*, tuid di^ciiHr^4*«l < if and frojn uli nMinn«T of hluviTv, and 
I mImUI Ik? oIiKofutoiy and fort'viT m.innniiiifd; and iita< idc riiildritnili«'r«'uAt*rb4»ru 

I to any nnrh )H>ri«o*uff, imd ili«* ofl'ii)>rin;r of Mirii <-liii4itiMi. ••hall in lilo* mann«TiM« 

!>(•«• from birth ; and rliut iVom and al\-r liie tir^l (!•« of AnL'nxr, one ihmimind 
rJKhl hiuidrvd and ihirty-fonr, >iluvcry hIiuII b«% and i^* * •■nby niU'dy atid forvvvr 
alxilir'lu'd and dt^luriHl uiduwful throughout the Urit<'>n coiuniea, |iiaiitatiuua aud 
|iot«»i*iM>iona abroad." 

TbtHbill aliHi pmvidt'd for a sytitoni t»f upprcntic<-<>;(i|i which wan to hu>t Iwulve 
yt'aris and lhf>n pv*> place lo unn'Mricted frfedom. I'lu** <iy»tcni workiti m> badly 
UtRi ailer a trial of funr \«<ur8 it uat libaiidoutil, aniJ *m tite IM of Auj^nbi, IH36, 
%he (reedmtuol all tlie Bnit«bColoaica were <uado tuUy and ujicoiMiitiouaiiy free. 

4 
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delusion, though it seems to bo one which is hurrying on 
the result tliey deprecate. Tlio downward tendencies of 
the island cannot be more rapid than thejr are at present, 
and it is possible that the present population will not be 
able to arrest them without help from the government. 
If so, tlien the ruin of Jamaica is ine\itablc, for nothing is 
less probable tlian that England will return to the protec- 
tive system of 1814, or com|>el the consumers of sugar in 
England to pay a tax of over 925,000,000, merely to sus- 
tain tlie proprietors of sugar and coffee estates in tlio 
West India islands. 

I will not attempt to conjecture what a change in the 
revenue policy of Great Britain might eflect for her colo- 
nies, nor how far a restoration of slavery would contribute 
to repair tlie losses which its abolition is supposed by some 
to have cau^sed ; but of two things I am clear. I am clear 
that neitlier course would have saved them from bank- 
ruptcy, for tliey were all mortgaged for more than they 
were worth at the time slavery was abolished and when 
their staples were protected in the English markets by 
prohibitoiy duties. I am nko clear tliat if Jamaica was 
an American State, she would speedily be more productive 
and valuable than any agricultural portion of tlie United 
States of the same dimensions, and that neither the Eman- 
cipation Bill of *dd, nor the Sugar Duties Bill of *40, are 
fatal obstacles to a prosperity fSur exceeding anything which 
Jamaica has ever known. 
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An Anicncaii haft but U) glnnco liU ^yc over the indus- 
try of thw island, U> di>com ample caiL«os for its declining 
condition, whicli are (|uite indej^endrnt of thdAo to which 
it liaH been cbargiHl. While thoAi' continue, no home 
le^nlation, in my judi^ment, can niakx tlie ii»land j^rma* 
nonlly pra*peroiw. If they arc remo\.d, 1 mijj^ht My ynih 
ahnost e4|ual confidence, tliat no home k*«^Hlation could 
prevent their iK^eoininjjf pn>s|>er<>u:i. I will mention Aomo of 
t}\c^ causes which most iniprest«ed m«% and were motft fre- 
quently forcinl upon my attention. 

First in im|»ortanco I r*}ckon tli-^ degrading estimate 
placed upon every species of agricultural laW by the white 
population. It is well known tliat tli<' laborer belongH to 
a proscribed class throughout the IWitish dominions, and 
that no merit or accom}»lis]iment will wi|)C out the dis- 
grace of Ruch a Connexion. Thai feeling, of course, 
is very much more inexorable hero among the plantoi^, 
who have been accustomed mainly to slave labor, lliey 
would, as a cLoss, sooner beg than hold the plough or ply 
the h<X5. Of course one never sees a white laborer on their 
estates, and the colored people have no cc»ni]H;tition for 
wages except with j>ersons of their own complexion. It is 
unnecessary tfi add, that such an estimate* of labor among tho 
whites has a most pernicious eftect uj)on the blacks. They, 
witli the average sequence of negro logic, infer tli.it if gen- 
tlemen never work, they have only to abstain from work to 
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be gentlemciu Again, they revolt from a service which 
thej think degrades them, and are disinchned to labor for 
others more than is absolutely necessary for their own 
mmntenance. They render their services without any 
alacrity, and without any desire or effort to have it reward 
the employer. 

It is owing to this unwortliy pride on the part of the 
white people, and the enervating effect of their example 
upon the blacks, that the former, as a mass, are ahnost 
entirely unproductive, and the latter far less productive 
than they should be or would bo, if within the influence of 
a healthier public opinion. Between the two, there is no 
intellect invested in the industry of the island. Tlie 
planter does not attend personally to the culture of his 
estates, and, of course, does not avail himself of his superior 
capacity to select and de\ise modes of economizing labor, 
and in multiplying the productive power of his land. The 
operatives have no interest to diminish the amount of labor 
required, for that, they fancy, would bring down wages, 
which are now so low as hardly to be worth collecting 
after they are earned ; but if they had, they are mostly too 
ignorant to make the attempt successfully. The whites are 
generally too proud or too lazy to supervise and teach the 
black, and if they were not, they also are too ignorant to do it, 
for they rarely give more thought to the mechanics of their 
ettatea, or ponen more skill in managbg them, than the 



DBGRADAT10X OF LABOR. 77 

more iiitolli;;cnt of Uio nopxxw oinpU»yod by tlicra. Tho 
ooiii«04|U<'ncc U, tit At while the ookI i>f labor has boon ad- 
vancing;, thoro has boen no advan4X' what4>ver in tlie 
mochnnical and inij>lcniontiil economics <if tlio inland.* 

I could not jxTCcivo that sixteen yoiirs of freedom had 
advanced the dignity of labor, or of the lalwring clashes 
one particle. Tliat fell lej^acy which slavery alwap leaves 
behind it, I found here, neither wasU'tl nor reduced. Tho 
ojterativo occupies a decidedly low«>r nocial poHition in 
Jamaica now, tlian ho does in South Carolina. TIio 
degradin<y effi»ct« of slavery upon free labor arc wTitten all 
over tlie Slave States of the American Union, and aro 
familiar to all my readers. Tliosc elli-cts, aggravated by 
tlio heats of a warmer sun, and miti^T'^^ted by few of Uio 
social and political influences which an* constantly operat- 
ing u|K>n the laboring classes in Uie United States, I found 



* An incident came under my obiiervRtion one dny in Sj>aniiihtown which in 
part illuftniteii wiiat I Imve Ih*cmi myintr. and an a cctnmt'ntar}- upun Uit* liabitual 
ind<tl«*ncc of tlie )>eup)f*, may h*> worth mukin^ "a notp of* I wialHti to leave 
liiMt place imomoraini; by the railroad in Ibo B«*v«>n oV.i«>rk train for KincMtoti, and 
tlie evpnin;; prvritnu requested my landlady to havo a carriage onlfn*d to take me 
to tlie cam in neaMm. When I ankcd in tlie niorninj; Tor my carrinj.'e, I was told 
that ntnie coidd be procured at iK>early an h<Hir. Uixm further inquirr it appeannl 
)bat the nefrrocs would not mount their boxca befun* nine or ten o'clock, and of 
coume the white proprietors would, on no terms, b** i>e«'n drivini; a hack. So I 
Was oblif^ to find my way to the cars as best I rouM, ** with ihe tandem lliat 
nature f;ave mo.** If tlicro liad been no train of cur" leaving Kpanii>htowu at this 
bour, and no habltnal call forcfmrbes thus early, I »>liould have attaclied less im- 
portance to tlie inciilent, but tho failure of my appliruiion maclo it apparent tluit 
their indolence wa«a« obstinate as their pride, and iliiU the daily prospect of ft 
fare waa not a •uflicient imlucement to nwke eitln'r whites or tiUkcka, leave their 
beda to bmb a hackney coach at tix o'clock in the morulni^. 



78 DEGRADATION OF LABOR. 

peipetuated here in all their vigor, neither weakened nor 
amelioriated in the least, apparently, among the whites, in 
the long period daring which the hibor of the island has 
been performed exdusively by freedmen* 



CllArXER IX. 



Absentci*l-*m nnd Mi«Unrinrn. 



I «AD no occa<iioii to cxnjrurorato tl»f\ i'«>n^^qn«^ncos of tlint 
fell iiihcritniice wliicli slavorv ahvavs « nfaijs u|w>ii the na- 
lion tliat tolfratos it — tin.' <l4'ixi:ulatioii of firl.l lalM>r; for, 
in tlii^ first i»lac«% it in \v«'!l-kiu>wn, at l"a>l l»y my own 
countnmon, that the i*vil can hanllv !»♦• ov«r-stattMl, and in 
tlio noxt ]>laco, many otluT *aus.s of* tin* ]»ri>stration I s^e 
alMint nu*, miiLrlit U* onum<'rat«Ml, wliitli mv.st liavo dracfLT^J 
tills island down to jx»vorty an<l ruin, tlioni^h no cliantjo 
had oviT In'on nmdo in tlio I'haraotvr of the lalx»r <'m]»lov<*d 
or in th<; tarilV hy M'hiih It was protortrd. Of tlhso, the 
nf'Xt in importance to the ont* I havo ah« ady mentioned, i» 
the non-rcsidcnco of tht» hnulhold«'i*<. I have ascertained 
that ninii-tentlis of the land Miu\vr c\ihivati<)n Ix'fore the 
Emancipation Act, was own«'d by al»sriitoes, and that that 
proj>ortion has not been diminislu'd niat«^nally, except by 
the abandonment of pn>j>erti*s, as it is callt'd — that is, the 
ceasinii^ to cultivate theju, sellin<^ otl* tlieir moveable im- 
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provcments and furniture, and surrondcrin^ tlicm to weocfs 
and under-brush. Tliis d].<«po«iition has been made, as I 
have before stated, of some 400,000 acres. 

But the proportion of absentees has been made up since, 
by the purchase of depreciated estates upon the foreclosure 
of mortgages given to secure absent money-lenders, of 
whose operations I shall speak presently. There are, there- 
fore, very few extensive proprietors of land among the resi- 
dent population of the island. 

Tlie blighting influence of absenteeism, and its tendency 
to drive from a coiuitiy its wealth, its intelligence, its in- 
genuity, and its patriotism, have been made familiar to tlie 
world by the unhappy experience of Ireland. I need not 
speak of tliem tlierefore in detail. Tliere are some features 
of the system in its o)ieration here, which are not quite so 
obvious. Most of tlie land is held by English proprietors, 
whose resid?iioe has usually been distant from it, at least 
one month^s sail. Tliis involves the necessity of employing 
a resident attorney, to take a proprietir}- supervision of the 
estate, whose duty it is to employ an overseer to conduct 
i\B tillage, and who is expected to advise the proprietor of 
eveiything connected with its management, and to trans- 
mit the proceeds of the crops whenever there are any to 
transmit. 

•The overseer occupies the mansion, usuaHy a handsome 
house, where he it perM>iially attended by fix>m thiee to 
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five, Aud not unfre<]iioiitly twice that iminbor of scrvanU, 
mnJ AS lUAny liornoH, ^'ith the aid of ^WwU he keo|w an eye 
to tho culture and hanx^tin^ of crojNS the i'ni])loynK*ut of 
opcrativoR, And tho devisint^ r>f cxousoa for the nhort 
returns which are %nre to follow Uie indit^'rcnce, laziness^ 
and dirthonoi^ty which in nine cados out of ten characterixo 
his niana<;«'Uicnt 

But this hierarchy of agencies is not yet complete* 
Each overseer h«%s fn>in one ti> tliree KH>kkeei>en«, as tliey 
are called^ tho number dejvnding U]N»n the size and pro- 
ductiveness of the estate. I do not know of an estate with 
less than two, and I }»reHunie they usually exceed than fall 
short of that number. It is tlurir duty, primarily, to keep 
the accounts, and incidentally, to act .'is checks U{K)n tho 
overseer; and it is the duty of tlie att4»ni<'y to act as a 
check U[x)n IxMh. These ditTerent n;;<iits have to be ]>aid 
a oom}»ensatjon avem<png for each «>Uite throughout tlio 
islaml, over $3000 a year. Hi is sum has to be earned, 
not to pay tlio interest on Uio land ur the improvements ; 
not to pay for the laborers to cultivat4* it ; not to bring its 
produce to market, but mostly, if not exclusively, for 
sen-ices made necessary by the absence of the proprietor 
from the island. 

llis estate has to make a profit of nearly three tlioasand 
dolLirs upon tlie investment before he can receive a far- 
thing. If it fails to net that amount, it is insolvent, and if 

4* 
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the proprietor have no otiier resources, he must mortgage 
or sell at once. To escape the nece^taity of choosing be* 
tween such disheartening alternatives, he is compelled to 
draw everything from tlie estate and return nothing. Uo 
turns all its produce into money, and ship it home as fiist 
as possible, not leaving it one unnecessary day to circulate in 
the commerce of the island. None of it is invested in im* 
provements, in labor-saving macliinery, in manuring, or in 
any other way, for the benefit of tlie estate, but all goes off 
to keep down a foreign interest account, to pay oif mort- 
gages or to bo expended upon his support elsewhere. 

Of course the estiite gradually dei>rcciates in productive* 
ness and value under such a process of depletion, and the 
alternatives which the planter seeks to avoid, he hi\» only 
postponed ; he is finally com])olled either to borrow or sell. 
lie usually prefers the former course, and this leads me to 
notice another of tlie series of influences which have proved 
80 &tal to tlie prosperity of Jamaica; but before doing so, 
I feel imi)elled to notice a defence of tliis absenteeism 
which has been interposed by Mr. Stanley in his recent 
communication to Mr. Gladstone, to which I have already 
referred. As he is the accepted champion of the colonists, 
both in his literaiy and in his representative capacity, it is 
proper that I should notice what are his grounds for 
defending a practice which his ruined clients, and all who 
aro tho victims of it| are accustomed to look upon as the 
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pvaK'jit of political cnlainitit^ Mr. Stanley, U|)oii this 
topic, MritA** a» follows : — 

•*' Tiie planters are aWnte«-s.' l'n«loul>tcilly ; and as 
lon;:^ x< tlioir in(H>uu*K enaUlo them to r< mJc in England, it 
is not likely thai they will Ih* otherwi<^^ Kun>}iean!} do 
Hot live under a tropical sun, ih^harn-d aliko fn>m the cx- 
cnMS4»s of country lite, and the n^»urees of a threat city, 
injurinix thrir constitutiun**, weakwiinj; tlu*ir JNKlily j>owoni, 
and with the hxs of ilufM* )M»wors, |«»>liivj al>o the energy 
of mind, which di>tinL;uishes them at Iiome, Mnthcmt si>nio 
valid reason of nect*ssity or of profit. Nor am 1 dis- 
pos«*d to d«'ny that in many, ivThajt** in most ciu*«»s, their 
estates wouM Ix* l)«'n<*titted hy tln-ir pn^fnci?. 15ut cjm wo 
CX|M'ct them to Ixvouie b<m<i jitiv s«»itl«rs f Is it di^sirable 
that thev should ilo so ^ I douht it ; and for this reason : 
Thoui^h the trawllor in a tropical colony is ri'jH'atedly 
thrown in contact with men who will assure him that the 
chmate is iM'H«ctlv healthv — that it is nons<Mise to talk of 

1 ■ V 

hfe iH'incf short<'r tin-re than in KnifLnul — that th«'V have 
never In-en ill in their liv<'s, ttc, ttc, — yet hr has to remem- 
lK»r that tln'se i>ld nsiihMits are the excrptions, and not the 
rule ; and that while most of those who remain in the coun- 
try will aufree in tlic same story, he has seen or heard no- 
thing of the far more numerous cla^s who, having n^sided 
a few years, anil tailed to endure the rliange, have either 
found thems«'lves unthr the nece>>itv of returnini; tt> Enjj- 
land, or of taking a still loni;er and mon* iiievitahle jouniey, 
Ver}' few Europeans can take uj» their aljode j><»nnanently 
in the West Indies, without at least r>ome intervals of r 8 
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denoe in a colder climate. With the Caban planter tho 
case is different ; yet the Cnban planter, settled all the year 
round at the Uavanna, sees hardly more of liis estate 
than tlie Englishman. But even supposing that after 
many yean and freqnent deaths, a race of British projtrie- 
ton had become permanent residents of Jamaica and 
Guiana, and thereby accustomed to the climate, I believo 
tlio change would not be found beneficial. In fact tlio 
process of acclimation to an Englishman, necessarily involves 
the loss of his European energies, and an approximation to 
tlie bodily condition of the people among whom he lives. 
There is even now a large Creole population of white de- 
scent ; and assuredly tlieir best friends will not say of them, 
tliat in energy or industry they approach the natives of the 
north. I have myself seen Americans from the United 
States, not the most naturally indolent of men, settled in 
the cities of the Spanish Main, and after long residence, 
hardly distinguished in point of activity from the people 
among whom tliey live. 

^ On this ground then, I doubt tlie advantage as well as 
the possibility of establishing in the West Indies a class of 
resident English landoMrners ; and I utterly and altogetlier 
deny tho assertion, that the unproductive naturo of West 
Indian property is owing to the absenteeism of its owners.^ 

In other words, Mr. Stanley aigues that the Englishman 
cannot preserve his physical and mental \\gor in tho tropical 
dimates ; therefore absenteeism is not one of the causes of 
the unproductiveness of West Indian property. I submit 
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tliAt t]m pnMnW ia not quite broad cnouccli for the concln' 
sion. It » a perfectly fjood ren»<m for a man to pw for 
not pcoin^ to a tropical climate, that it iIuca not ajj^reo witli 
bin constitution, but Uiat would bo no reason for Iiia dmw« 
ing fivo or mx fair profits off liift CALitcs there, one for him- 
self, ono for hn attorney, another for his overseer, and two 
or tlirco others for hin book-keepers, without enduring any 
of tho ex]H)9nro or exerciHiii<; any of the supenision and 
foretliought which \a necetv^ary to earn even a single profit 
in any other part of the glolie. Tho insnlubrity of a placo 
is a good reason for keeping away from it, imd it Is a good 
reason for com))eaHating those who do go to it, liberally ; 
it is a good reanon for those who C4nnn(»t or dare not live in 
it, to sell out to those who dare, but we do not see with what 
face the non-ivsidont ]>roprietor can st<*p up and a«»k the 
govonnnent to give him a monojHjIy which will en.ible him 
to hire others to do all his working and thinking, and to 
pocket cent i>er cent, on his investmmt besides, 

But Mr. Sumley goes farther, he liaims, in substance, 
that tlio supervision and management of an agent is as 
faithful as that of his principal, and that agents and ser- 
vants are as thrifty and as s<?rviceable under tho eye of an 
agent as under tlie eye of tho real j»arty interested in the 
product of their labor ; for he sulistantially aflHrms both 
these propositions, when ho denies th<' assertion tliat any of 
the unproductiveness of the British West India islands is 
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owing to absenteeism. Najr, ]ic does not leave his readers 
merely to infer his sentiments upon this point ; for in the 
paragraph which follows the extract above quoted, he adds : 

^ But another line of attack Is sometimes taken. It is 
not so much the absence of landowners from tlieir proper- 
ties, we are told, as the waste that t-ikcs place upon them 
—which prevents their attainin«^ their pro|>er value in the 
market It is difficult to reconcile these two char^jes with 
one anotlier; still more difficult to understand how the 
latter should ever have been received ? In what is tliis re- 
puted extravagance to show itself? It would be a difficult 
matter for an agent or overseer living on an estate in the 
country, isolated from his neighbors, occupied with the 
practical details of suix'rintondence, and probably at a 
considerable distance from the capital of the colony, to live 
expensively if he wished it The land supi>lies him with 
almost all tliat he requires ; he obtains the necessaries of 
life without paying for them, and the luxuiies he would not 
find it easy to obtain at all. This, however, is a simjtle 
matter of observation and i»f fact ; and I will only say, 
that during a journey which occupied several weeks in 
Jamaica, and in which I vi<«ited a large proportion of the 
best cultivated estates in the island, I never saw any of 
these signs of lavish or careless expenditure by agents or 
overBeers— which Iiaving possibly occurred to a certain ex- 
tent in days long previous to emancipation, have now been 
revived as a subject of attack against a class whose reduced 
means alone suffice to \indicato their character in this 
respect'' 
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Tliougli Mr. Stanley pmftf ror to f»poak ii|K)n thin point 
from jKraoiinl obson-atioii, I incline to doubt \vlictlu*r ho 
bn>u<^lit to tlio invo!^ti;^ation, eitiicr the zeal or the pationco 
which »aHtaincil him in collecting cvid4nc«.*H of the }H>vertjr 
and prufitration of the culonicft. If he had, I am sure hid 
cx])crience would have Wn Icah inconrii>tent with mine, ba 
well an with all the prc*»um])tionH 8U<^g«*stcd by tlio ol)ser- 
vations of o.\|K'ricnccil men. 

I hardly conversed with any man of sulistancc in Jamaica 
on this subject who had not some htory, within his own 
obftcr\*ation, to tdl me, of tlu^ carrlcssncNS, the improvidcuco 
and corniption of these middlomon, in whose handn was 
the control of most of tlie real esUite of the island. It i» 
a common thing, I wjw told, for tlic overseers to keep down 
the returns, and to increase the exiMUseu of estates, by 
devices perfectly familiar Ihto, until the owner becoming 
anxious to rid himself of the cares of a projx*rty which 
yielded nothing but anxiety and exi>en»i«', should send out 
authority to sell it for what it would luin;;, Th(»sc over- 
seers would tlien buy it in themselves at a ruinous sacrifice. 
I lived myself for some time here in a house of which a 
man had been robbed by this very pnx'ess. 

But even when there is no fraud, there is grotit inattention 
and heedlessness, such .is no proprietor would ever bo 
guilty of himself. I met a gentleman one day, who had 
rcceptly come from England to look alter an estate, which 
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was annually sinking money without any apparent cause. 
His first step on his arrivjil was to visit his attorney, who 
resided at Spanishtown, the estate itself being some sixty 
miles distant On inquiring about tlio condition of tlio 
property, the attorney was obliged to make the mortifying 
confession that he had never seen it, and could give no in- 
formation about it Nor was this altogether an excep- 
tional case, for I venture to say, that not half of the estates 
are visited by their attoniies once a year. IIow tlieso 
facts could have escaped Mr. Stanley's observation, as I 
presume they did, I find it difficult to understand, and his 
oversight is more to be regretted, as with his ample oppor- 
tunities for reaching authentic facts u|ion the subject, he 
might have escaped the gro^ misapprehension into which 
he has fallen, and might also have supplied his countrymen 
who are interested in West Indian property, with some in- 
formation by which^they could profit 

For my own part^ I can see no one aspect in which 
absenteeism is not a calamity to the colonies, nor do I 
thmk it easy to ascribe to it too huge a proportion of theur 
prefient distrenea. 



CIIArTER X. 

EncumWrcd EsUites. 

Anothkr of the calamities wliieli hnn<:( liko plummets 
nt tlio heels of enter]>rise in JamaiiM, is the encuiiilx»red 
coiulition of the land. I was 8uq>riseil to learn, that there 
18 scaro(*Iy an estate ii{x>n the island \\liich is not mort- 
gaged, or which hns not been sold under a mortgage sale. 
I should distrust the accuracy of my iii^»rmation, if I had 
not received it from the most authentic and reliable sources. 
I wa«» assured by the Attorney Genenil of the island, an 
Irish barrister of high standing, and th«' highest authority 
upon a matter of this sort, that an unencumbered estate of 
any size or value, was hardly to be found here. I verified 
his statements in numerous w.iys, and by inquiries ad- 
dressed to those most likely to be informed upon such a 
subject, and found no difference of opinion about it A 
gentleman who had Wen for many years a resident ujjon 
the island, admitted to me, ciftcT some n-flection, that ho 
could not call to mind an exception — a single krgo estato 
tliat was unencumbered. 
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What makes this e\\\ the greater is, that, in most in- 
stances, the mortgages are for miich larger amounts than 
the mortgaged property is worth. The reason Is, that 
most of the mortgages were given before the abolition 
of slavery and the subsequent depreciation of projwrty, 
to which I have referred, and when West Indian estates 
were a popular security in Mincing lane and Downing 
street I say the mortgages were given before, because 
it has not been possible since then, to borrow moi^ey to any 
extent upon Jamaica pro|)erty, so senous and even ruinous 
have been the losses sustained in consequence of the rapid 
depreciation of real estite since that event* 

The w^ay the proj>erty l^ecame so encunil)crcd is worth 
tracing out, for it goes fartlier than an3'tliing else to ox- 
plain the poverty I see about me. 

Jamaica does not furnish a sufficiently extended market 
for all her staples. Of course, therefore, they have to go 
abroad or be wasted. Tlic British Parliament had, for 
some tJiirty years pre\ious to the year 1840, invited them 
to England, by protective duties, discriminating Colonial 
from foreign products, to the advantage of tiie former. 
For the reasons to which I have alluded, tlie landliolders 
were compelled long before the abolition of slavery, to 

* Not only cnmoc die ladiridaal Itndboldera borrow money upon ikeir rniU 
ettalo, bnl the gorenimnil ilMlT hM failed to elTecl a loan witUin tbe pa*! year, 
«poB fbe aecurily of the island, and an extra featkm oT tlie AMembly haa been 
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rawe monoy ^y lotina, or soil tlioir IitkR But Rolling was 
merely dianorinj^ tho |K»r!»on of tlio 1)oitow«t, for to borrow 
became Mooncr or later an inevitable neconsitv, umlcr the 
»ptem of abMonteeiHrn by which the island wan cureoil. 
The lenders were naturally thofte who tnidod with Uio 
island, the consi^ces of produce, who would begin by 
making mlvances, and end by taking niortgngos. Hiey 
would lend tlie ]>lanter8 money, uj^on tlii'ir stipulating to 
send all their produce to the IcndorV hou*<o, in London, to 
be sold, and to buy from thcni whatever in tln'ir particular 
line of business the ostito consumed. Tln-se ammgoments 
were generally made, so that the Ix>n4lon trader would 
get whatever coniniission he chose to take fur S4>lling 
Uio produce, and whatever price he chuso to ask for 
his own merchandise. The j»laiitors candle, tliorofore, 
would thus lie burning at l^oth dids, aiid I nmst say, in 
the middle also; for he produced, sold and bought at a 
disadvantage. 

Of Course, it would not take Ion*.', under such finan- 
ciering, for the proj)rietor to got u larixtT load U|K>n his 
back than he could curry alone. IIi* would so<jn ex|>eri- 
ence a necessity for more monoy than could Imj raised ujjon 
his consignments. His consignors, anxious to secure tlu*ir 
control over his business, are haj>j>y to lend him what ho 
requires, if he will secure the loan by a mortgage u[)on 
Ills estate. He has no other security to give, and consents. 
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From that moment his thraldom becomes complete, and 
insolvency, sooner or later, is almost inevitable. 

It was in this way, precisely, that nearly every conside- 
rable estate in Jamaica became encumbered, before the 
abolition of slavery, for nearly its full value at that time. 
Tlien came the Emancipation Act, and the consequent fall 
in tiic price of real estate, which has been steadily obey- 
ing a downward tendency, until it no longer possesses one- 
tenth of its former value. 

The change wrought by this law in 184G, in tlie cha- 
racter of the labor, would necessarily have produced some 
confusion for a time, and perhaps serious pecuniary losses 
were inevitable, but both tlie confusion and the losses were 
aggravated to a ruinous extent by the lai^ indebt^'dncss 
of the island. The planters had nothing in their hands 
to defend themselves with when the blow came — ^neither 
money nor credit Had they been out of debt, they could 
have sustained themselves upon the money Uiey received 
from the government for their slaves, and what they could 
have .borrowed upon their land* But as they were situa- 
ted, all the money which was allowed tliem by govern- 
ment, as emancipation money, had to be applied at once 
to the reduction of the mortgage debts — ^for the extinction 
of which, however, they were altogether inadequate ; so 
that the planter, after parting with all his slaves, was left 
under a hevrj debt to contend against a new system of 



BSrORS EMASCITATXON. 



03 



labor and a Jeproi'iatiiig property.* TIji-ie are facti» which 
iievcr, so tar :u I know, luive been takt.-n into siocoimt hj 
thoe«e who have ch:irge<l tlio ruin of Jamaica to the aboli^ 
lion ut* slavery. Tli«*y ^x^int to her lanr** exports pievioiH 
to 1832, and ia^ist that the island atth;a tiiue was wealthy 
and pro^roua. Th«*y tiien refer to th«* reduced exports 
HDce the :d)olition ut slawry, and ar^iing jjott hoc pmp^ 
ter hoe^ deplore the poverty which tliat event has brou^i 
upon the I'ountry. 
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If the premises upon wliich this argument is based were 
sound, it would be conclusive evidence to many minds, of 
the impolicy of emancipating tlio slaves, but when it is 
considered tliat the island was utterly insolvent the day 
the emancipation bill passed, that nearly every estate was 
mortgaged for more than it was worth, and was liable for 
more interest than it could possibly pay, the question as- 
sumes a very diflferent aspect Yet such was the fact 
It will not be disputed by any who are at all informed 
upon the subject^ that the whole real estate under culture 
in Jamaica in 1832, would not have sold for enough to 
pay off its encumbrances. This fact must have been dis- 
closed sooner or later, even though slavery had been per- 
mitted to continue. Bankruptcy was inevitable, and the 
rapid depreciation of real estate, would of coiuse have 
been one of the first fruits of such a catastrophe. 

Had the indemnification money paid for the slaves been 
sufiicient to pay off the debts of the island, and emanci- 
pated the planters from the tyranny of usurers and mort- 
gagees, it is possible that they might have kept out of 
debt, and thus have escaped some of their heaviest ex- 
penses. They could have bought in the cheapest, and 
•old in the dearest market, and they could have escaped 
many heavy conmiiasions to which their obligations to the 
foieigD oommisskm merchant compeUed them to submit 
Bat at it was, they actually purchased their credit They 
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g'>t tlioir n(>t«^ cxtentU^l ap«>n condition that thej booghc 
of their creJitora all thfir sui>jili«*— tor which thc]r were 
sun; to be oh;ir^i always the hi^ie?»C niarki^t prices — and 
sent to them all tlifir pnxluce to ^Uy ior which they 
were cliarged heavy cominis^ions. Th«^!*e expentes might 
have been avoitlt'il it* tlio inlanders had been out of 
debt, bat tlie in«l4*muitieati«»n money they received was 
far from at£>rdzn|i; tlte re<|uired relieC It re<Iiiced, but 
did not e3[rin«^wh tlie mort:p£rotty ami in a very few 
yean tlie money wan g«>ne, .and no one could tell where, 
or for what. ]^[eantiine^ the propt^rty depreciated in 
value to such an extent, that it conM not bo sold ; tho 
plant^^Ts wero compelle«i to draw every tliii^ they could 
from their properties, exhaa«itin<^ them at every turn to 
meH tljeir interest d«.bL% autl to pr»»vent a lorccd and 
nnnoiiM sale. In thw way ii i:-, that th«^ downward tendon- 
cios f»t' the fc*lanil, whicli wt-ro derived from a degraded 
sy^t^Mn of laVior, and non-r»>ident pr»»j»ri*'torshipA, havo 
Wn aocok'ratod by tlie indt-bifdness i>f the plmters. 

That the connexion Ijotwcm the planter and the home 
merchant, nn he is calle«l, may be better understood by 
American readers, I may as well here add a brief statement 
of the usual m^-ide in which tlieir busine^A with each other 
is transacted, which will illustrate what I have stated. I 
am indebted in part for my facts ^ ^® authority of Mr. 
McCulloch.* Tiie Hugar planter always forms a connexion 

* Com. Diet Tic Cokmiet. 
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with A mercaiitilo house in London, Liverpool, Bristol or 
Olastgow. He usually stipulates for an advance on liis crops, 
usually from £3,000 to £4,000 for every 100 hogsheads 
of sugar which the plantation can be relied on to produce* 
To secure these advances, the planter always gives a mort- 
gage, which is renewed from year to year, and binds huii- 
self to send his crop to Uie commission house, allowing it 
fall mercantile commissiona. The regular commissions 
are 2| per cent on the amount of sugar sold, and of 
plantation stores sent out, adding one-half per cent, on all 
insurance effected* 

The sale of West India articles takes pkice through the 
medium of produce brokers, who, in London, reside chietly 
in Mindng lane and Tower street. Samjjles of sugar and 
rum are on show in their respective sale rooms, four 
days of the week, from 1 1 to 1 o^clock ; during which 
time the sugar refiners and dealers call, obser\'e the market 
and make their purchases. The sales are usually made on 
abort credit ; one month usually for coffee and rum, and 
two months for sugar. Coffee is usually sold at auction ; 
tugar and rum at private sale; and all by sample. 

The shipment of stores is briefly as follows : The mer- 
chant in England receives from the planters, in the autumn 
of each year, a list of the articles required for the estate 
or estates upon which he holds his lien ; these lists they 
divide, arrange and distribute among di&rent wholesale 
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doftlcrft in the coiiwo of Si»|>toiiil)cr and October, with in- 
ntnictioni to got thorn ready to »hip in a few wcoIm. No- 
vember and DeeemWr are the chief months for tlie 
dcHpaich of outward-bound Wont Iniliainen, an Uio planta* 
tion utores are usually required by the end of December, 
or in all tlio month of Jamuiry. The arrivals of West 
Indiainen in En^hmd with lioniowurd cro]M, begin in 
April, and continue till Octolnsr. Heavy vcmcls ainnoi 
well be loaded during tlie autumnal niuntlis. 



8incc the alx)vo WtXs written I have n»ccived a U*tier 
from an intelligent gentleman ivsiding in one of the Hritish 
North American j»n>vincos, who s|HMit many yearR of his 
life in one of the Wi-st India islands, ]»revioas to tlie aW 
lition of slavery, and whose testimony in behalf of Kt)nio 
of tlio views I liave expressed lias seemed worth quoting. 
It will bo perceived that ho agrees w ith me in regard to 
the insolvent condition of tlio British West Indies beforo 
the abolition of slavery, and his explanation of the causo 
of that insolvency fills a phice in my analysis which I could 
not more adequately supply, than by copying his letter 
entire. 

5 
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Toronto, U. C, Sept. 14, 1850. 
Dear Sir : — 

I have cxiieriencod great pleasure during the past sea- 
son in rc*adiiig nonie coniniunioations which Imve appeared 
in the New York Eocning Post, relative to the Island of 
Jamaica, and which are attributed to your |>en. Your 
editorial connexion with that journal tended to coniimi the 
report, and I write under that impression to iMfswe you, 
that though myself a British subject, a residence of 
several yeaw in the British West Indies, enables me to 
bear testimony to the truthfulness of your st;itements, and 
the Roundness of your conclusions. 

I w.ns gratified -to see that you took proj»er notice of 
the bankrupt condition of the island before slavery was 
abolished. That fact deserves all the prominence that can 
be given to it I think, however, you have overlooked one 
of the causes of that condition of things, of no secondary 
imporUince. At lea.st I do nut remember to have seen it 
nodoed in any of your communications which have fallen 
under my eye, and I hojK> if you write any more ujwn the 
subject you will give it a share of your attention. I refer 
to the restrictions upon tlie commerce between those islands 
and foreign nations ivhich prevailed for many years pro- 
Tious and subsequent to tlie abolition of slavery. 

Those who are acquainted w*ith the West In<lies, are 
aware that at one time salt fish formed tlio principle ailicle 
of food, with which the planters supplied their slaves ; and 
it was for the purpose of encouraging the fisheries of the 
l^Torth American provinces, that its introduction from the 
United States was prohibited. It it true, that the ports 



li 



REHTRICTIONH ON COMMKRCB. 00 



I 



w«*ro fK>iiictim4*A tlm>wn o}»oii hy |>r«K'laiimtion of the Go- 
vonior, w for cxainplo wlion oxU^hhv** tiivft took place, oiid 
luinU^r w:u« nH|iiin.>(l t<» n'pL'K'o tlio l>uililiii<;H tlint had be4*n 
di-:»tn»y«Hl, or wIumi a]>iir«K'ii'irm;]^ f:iiiiiii<' wa» apparent But 
thiH wa.H of Hik-Ii uiictTtaiii o<x'urr«-iiC(', that no regular trade 
could W engaged in, from the Unit< d Suites; and when 
tlie exigiMicy liail ceased, the |x>rtM wore again cloned as 
lH*fi>re. it wiw an assumption of |>«»wvr on the part of Uie 
GovemorH tu 8us]»end tho o])enition of an Act of t)ie Im- 
perial Parliament, which n^ndcrctl an act of indemnity 
necessary on their n'tiring fn>in tln'ir government; and 
ci>nj*e<^|uently they ranly incurred tin* rt's|Hia**ihility of yuch 
interfon^nee unless when demanded hy an urgent necessity. 
Such being the situation of tho pl.'inten«, and being cont- 
pelled to pay on an average double what they should havo 
done for the supjwrt of their n«*grot ^*, it i.i not surprising 
tliat, in the aWnce of tliat Uict ami •oonomy which never 
co-exist with slavery, they l>ecanio gr.ulually insolvent, and 
after a lapse of years, thoir estatrs v«^ry gonorally were 
encumbered. Although the other inlands hiboretl under 
the same disadvant.igo ju« to the ini;M>rtation of food, yet it 
bore with peculiar hardship upon Jamaica, m vessels from 
the North American provinces first touched at Barbadoes 

I in search of a market, and failing in obtaining one there, 

ran down the islands, selling where thoy could ; and if un- 

i able to meet with a sale Ix'tbre, lx>re up for Jamaica as a 

' last resort Tlio consequence w;u«, either a glut or a scar- 

city, and no steady or unifonn price over prevailed. 
This state of tilings commenced with the independence 

^ ^ of the United States, and it is not to be wondered at. 
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therefore, that the planters were ultimately impoverished. 
This result was particularly apparent in Jamaica, where 
the estates for the most part, as you stated very correctly, 
were eventually mortgaged, or held under execution, which 
was periodically renewed at considerable expense. Tlie 
consequence was, that when the British Parliament made 
the munificent national donation of twenty millions sterling, 
to remunerate the masters for the loss of their slaves, the 
most of that immense sum went into the pockets of the 
creditor in England ; and as the slaves were paid for at a 
rate far beneath their real value, the amount received w<is 
rarely enough to pay off the encumbrances, and when thoy 
were, the owner was left with the mere skeleton of his pro- 
perty as it were, and without the means of procuring hired 
labor. 

Owing to the innate indolence of the African, and the 
ease and facility with which, in a tropical climate, his wants 
may be supplied, it will readily be admitted Uiat the diffi- 
culties and embarrassments of the planter were increased ; 
but had he not been previously so embarrassed and involved 
in difficulty, or had be been able to appropriate the amount 
which he received for his slaves — ^reduced as it was — ^in 
working his estate, the condition of the West India islands 
would have been very different from what it is at present. 
Of course there were some exceptions, but generally speak- 
ing, as you stated, estates — ^particularly in the Island of 
Jamaica — ^were encumbered for more than their value when 
the Emancipation Act was passsd, and for the reasons I 
have stated, have not since been cultivated to advantage* 

Too will readily perceive that the protective system ma- 
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torinlly incrcaftod the cxponso of managing estates, by in- 
creasing the price of tlio necessaries of life ; and yet, as 
you have remarked, the West Indians are now clamorous 
for similar duties, by which the priix* of llieir productions 
will Ih) enhanced in tlie British market, tlius entailing pri- 
vatiim u|>on tlie community which consumes them. 

With an immense extent of sea-board abounding iiith fish, 
which the fisherman could take in his boat, and which his 
family could daily cure on the slum*, they were certninly 
in a pt>sition advantageously to com|H'tc with the Ameri- 
cam, who, from C'ajM) Ctnl and Marblfhead, found his way 
tlirough the (tut of Caav> to tho (Julf of St I^iwrence 
and the Straits of Bi^ll Isle^ and who, af^er salting down 
his lisli in tho hold, had to ivturn witli it to his distant 
home, ami cure it there. Yet with all these obstructions, 
tho AuK^ricjins iu consecjiience of tho supineness and inerl- 
noss of tho c«>lonists ct>uld easily have undersold Uiora in 
tlioir own markets had they boon allowed to (rcH}uent 
thoni. 

And, while tho W**st India ]>lantor Kvame emltanasMHi 
by tlio high |Mric\^ ho jvaiil tW tho n.i>*!wirios of \i(%\ tlio^ 
whom tho i^^tvl i>v sx-stom wa^* int«iid«*il U> bont^dt, dorivod 
IH> adv^mtagy^ frv^in iu «»ivration : n4i lioing at a k>w rate 
at tlio placv^ whithor tho lislionuaii rv'|kair\Hi to dispose of 
his catolu owing to i)k^ un<N^rtaint\ that attoiKkni evorr 
s)ii{>iiKMil which u^as madi\ causes, by tho fnN)iioiii and 
ruiiKMfe!^ i)wiuatioits in tho Wost Ii>lia markot : while the 
moiv^iaiik ou tho «>thor hamL w;fe^ «<;«<ii nniied by the k>ing 
wn'agK^ of his wts^ie^k. In £ic(« th< W<^ India trade w» 
a «Mt of loClefT^ in which ihoi^ wv^tv a |;:fY4it manx blanks 
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and ultimately but few prizes. Halifax was at one time 
the principal shipping port to the West Indies, but I can- 
not at this moment call to mind the names of half-a-dozen 
of its merchants who eventually retired gainers by their 
operations in that trade. 

Excuse the length of thift communication and the liberty 
I ha^e taken, of attempting to add to your information 
upon a subject about which you seem to be so thoroughly 
informed, and believe me, 

Very respectfully, 

And truly yours, 

Edmund Ward. 
To 
John Biqblow, Esq. 



CnAPTEU XI. 

AccumulAtionA of lainl^Xo middlf cIaim— LaImit not oapitaL 

I HAVE ri'fomHl to tli«» iiis<»Iv«Mit comlition of the Jatniu- 
cans previous to the eiuanci]).'ition of tin* >lave», niwl have 
Hhown that even then, th«» wliolv husin* ^»i of the ijund waa 
done upon cn»ilit, ghvu u|k>ii thi* most ruinous tonus. I 
have also pven my n*juv*ns for iH-hcvin;^ that i\u* Emanci- 
pation Act did not cauM", hut only i-niipitat^'d a result 
wliit'h w.ns inevitahlo ; it eoinjM'lI.-d a l«:i lance to 1m* struck 
iH'twecn the dehtors and tli«* cnditors, wliich rcveah.'d, 
rather than In'tjat, the j»ov»*rty which ii«»\v, no ctfort can 
conceal. 

But the question arises, why hav«* not the proj>ertie» 
been sold by the neces-;itous and piir«has*d ujjon terms 
that Would admit of careful and reniuicratin^ cultivation; 
in other words, why have not the laws of suj>ply and de- 
mand dis]x^sess<*d th(> al>s<iitee landlords, converted the 
mort«j^agee8 into residi-nt proj»netors, aiid thus restored tlie 
equilibrium between hilx)r and cajiital i 

Tills is the Jamaica prol)lem. Without presuming to 
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be able to «pve it a scientific solution witli the means of 
infonnation at present witliin my rcacli, I think I can in- 
dicate tlie direction in wliicli siicli a solution is to bo 
found, by tlio^e wlio may chmise to go in quest of it 

I have already stated that niue-tentlis of the land i» 
owned by non-resident proprietors. Tliat involves the ne- 
cessity of trusting its culture to agents. The agency for an 
estate of two hundred acres, costs on an average, not less 
tlian for one of a thousand acres, and the larger the estate, 
tliereforc, tlie less the relative expense of its agencies. 

Again, it would not be worth while for a non-resident to 
keep up the 8uper\ision of a moderate sized farm, three 
thousand miks from home. Nothing less than the profits 
of a very large estate, could compensate him for tlie trouble 
and pexense of keeping up a force of attomies, agents and 
book-keepers, and for the absence of that personal devotion 
to its management, which none but a proprietor ever feels. 

To these and other dreumstanoes, which it is not mate* 
ial now to enumerate, may be attributed tlie tendency 
whidi has been acti^-e here since the settlement of the is- 
land by the EngUsli, to accumulate real estate in the hands 
of large proprietors, and to exterminate from the soil, aD 
men of small capital Till recently, such a thing was never 
known as a small (arm of fifty or a hundred acres to be 
put under culture for profit A place of this description 
would be called a |M» here» which is the name by which they 
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dcftignata a country renidoncc, niul w«>uld be appropriated 
to kiti*hon nn<l onininental g.irdeniii^, park» and orcharda, 
but would not be reckoned a productive part of the pro* 
pri(*tor*8 (*f>tate. 

Out of one huiidrod and forty K\iirnr estates in Ja- 
maica, selected iudlHTiniinatA^ly, tlio :iv(>ra<^ size of each 
was over 1,202 acres. Hicre ih ho rcam>n to doubt 
Uiat the average nize tliroughuut the wliole island is still 
greater. For example, «Mj;]it estate'*, which have been 
abimdoned in tlu* pan>h of St. Ann, c«>iitained in tlio aggre- 
gate 10,330 acrcH ; one in St. Dorothy, and tlie only one, 
Gontjiined 1,406; two in St. John, ct»nt^iirKHi 2,060; two 
in Vere, containeil 3,800; seventeen in Clarendon, con- 
tained 23,737 ; in Port Koyal, one (ontained 1,780 ; in 
St Davids, two contained 3,002 ; in St. Kliziibetli, six con- 
tained 18,010; and in Westniorelaud, two contained, 
3,889. 

Of coun*e, estates like tliese, can only be owned and cul- 
tivated by men of large capital, who are generally unwil- 
ling to sell fragments of their ]>ro}HTty for tlio reasons I 
have already suggested. Beside considering it unprofita- 
ble to own a small est^ite, which tlu^v havu to commit to 
the expensive management of agent-, they have an idea 
that no money is to be made here except from sugar, rum 
and coffee, articles which the negroes know how to pro- 
duce as well as, or better, than the whites. If they at* 

i* 
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tempt anything else, tlie nogroc8 must learn how to do the 
work, and the white superintendents are generally too 
ignorant, too lazy^ or too indifTorent, to take the trouble to 
teach tliem. To cultivate either of the great sUiplci*, it has 
always been esteemed necessary to have very expensive 
works attached to each estate, costing generally from ten 
to forty or fit\y thousand iK>un(K I have seen sugar works 
here which cost sixty thousand pounds. Of course tlieir 
expense does not increase in proportion to the size 
of the property; on the contrary, like the ex]X!ases of 
superintendence, it costs but little more for machinery to 
manufacture the sugar and tlie mm for an estate of two 
hundred acresi, than for one five times its size. Hence it is 
supposed tliat the value of a large estate, would be impaired 
by dividing it, and that the larger it is, the greater is its 
worth per acre. I shall have occasion to show by-and-by 
how entirely wrong the planters are in their facts, and in 
their inferences upon this subject, but it is enough at pre* 
sent for me to state, what >^ill not be disputed, that the 
whole proprietorship of the l««land is infected ^-ith the im- 
pression, that the real estate is valuable in an inverse ratio to 
the number of proprietors ; that the more simple the kind 
of labor required, the greater will be its product, and that 
sagar, rum and coffee, can be produced on that account, 
moro profitably than anything else. 
HeDoe it hi^peiM that when a proprietor aellt a property, 
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whether from nc>ct'S!*ity or choioo, he \u>\*U u]>on filing the 
whole of it, an«l the purclin^T goiienilly iiinistR u|)on buy- 
ing the whole. The i>'si«hMi(s of t\u* island are, for the 
nio«t part, too |>oor to buy, and \ici\co non-resideiit« have 
usually Wn the |»uivhas4>iH, when any ^.nW were made. 
In thin way, all the evils of a1>M'nt4'<'isni have been per- 
]»etuated, and the few kxIos which have occurred, have 
c<mtribut(Hl nothing, a]>parently, to t)i«' restoration of the 
oquiHbrium 1>etwiH>u la)N>r and capitil, which must precede 
any ]M*nnanent ]>ros]KTity in Janiaua. 

Another conseijuenee oi' thi.> dehi<i«»n about tlie necoft- 
nity of j»n»serving the ]>rcs(*nt monstrous proportions of the 
estates is, tliat most of the capital invested hero is ap- 
propriated to the two or three favorit*- staples which I have 
mentioned, and the island is ooni|M n.d to ini|M)rt nearly 
even'thinir it consumes. It will hai'llv s«'cm credible, that 
a countrv which can j;row any kind < t" ;;rain, almost with- 
out culture, sliouM ini]K)rt all its l1o\ir, its meal, its rice, 
and innn«'nso quantities of |K'as an«l 1». ans for tlie consump- 
tion of its own jiopulation ; that a country which support* 
a largiT variety of valuable forest tr««'N tliati any other tract 
of its size in the world, should import all its lumW, its 
shingles, its staves, its heading and its hoop |K>Ies; that an 
island which, if left to run wild, would afford better graz- 
ing to cattle all the year round, than can be procured at 
any season in any one of the United States, unless it be 
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Texa^ vrith cultivation, nlioulcl import all its smoked and 
salt beef, all \U salt ix>rk, lianis and tongues, moftt of its 
butter, lard, cheese, candles, and soap ; and yet incredible 
as it may np]»ear, such has beon tlie custom in Jamaica for 
years, as the followin^^ table which I found in De Cordovans 
Mercantile Intelligencer^ a very useful paper published 
periodically at Kingston, will demonstrate : 



Imports into the Island of Jamaica {Kingston and the 
Ontjxirts) np to the lOfh of October in the years 1848 
«nd 1 840. 

1819. 1R4ft 

Fkrar, hbl« 7fl,o»i 8j,:>!if» 

MenUdina 24,710 2l,!Mf) 

Bmd, cwt« e,3ntf n,jsi» 

Rice,iiMi <i,5e7.iv> 2;»4^i..'nt 

CoimbariieU «7.n03 123 ir^i 

Fctti mmI BeaDis butliel* W.VA 13,7.'>!) 

Barle>-, Oatf^ and Rye, dino 1,117 74.> 

Wlieat, ditti) 10,n(i9 7.fiin 

Boef.liblii 1.741 2.1RI 

Pork,do 17,281 2l,17ti 

Wet TunfEti«*<S do 417 414 

t^SSHU }«"'» '<^ *•»" 

Batter, firkin* H.r>33 11.677 

Laid, do 7.737 7..')«i» 

Hrrrinr«« boxra 4..%w 1.1V» 

MarkmvLdo ai.63A aa-MA 

AlrwlT««,do 4.220 3.2'M 

Herrlnpa, do U23A 1.V72I 

Cod««k. quintal*. 91.439 1I2.4.\) 

ClM'eM.ewtt 1.406 1,»» 

RHInM Itairar, lb* ^.404 43,7116 

CaadlMt Spera, boxM 1.478 C77 

do CompoaitioiH box«a l«im 1.172 

do TaUow, do 11.486 a^'iO 

Soap do £2.706 42.697 

T^iCCO^wamUklfidtlba 356,610 224,497 

do leaf dr .« 94,751 .ieM79 
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1S49. IMS. 

Brlck«» Mfnber tm.Hm 92»,SSQ 

8uvf?«,Ro tm.en \;m,i\i 

do W.O.and ll*«iUii|;... diO.a'kl U2,rM 

Iloi;»lieMl MImh»Im. I.tii2 1,876 

PunclMHm do lit 4>» 

Lnmbcr, W. P. ftvi 3.(i)2,/74 4,SH'»W 

do r. P. I<^ IM.r4a 2.A21.fitS 

ShiBf kw, Cy|>n>M It9t.7<i0 1,714^15 

do C«Hlftr 3.721.1184 4.W7,n85 

WoodHoi»|>s 8J7^ll I,02MII 

Hardwood anil odirr Timber*, ffri I!^321 t^ 



It ^'ill 1)0 ]>or(viv«>d 1»y t)n» tabls that tlie iin])ortation 
of wilt fish ift von* hirix*\ ni\*\ yoi tho watf'rn anniml Ja- 
niaicjif al>oun<l with si»iii4* of the fiiw'st fish in tho world. 
Tlio poo]iK* will kmkI t>Maiuo for luinlx*r, and ]K\y ^25 h 
thoanand A'ot for it^ nithcr than Ik* at the troublo of cut- 
tinfj down tlioir own mai^nitiiH'nt fon»st». Tlioro ih not a 
sinj^lo Raw mill ii|K>n tlu* island. Thcro arc no inanufac- 
torios of any kiml oxco]>t of suirar and rum. Evon 
their hriok thoy iinjM>rt. Tin^ lully >urfaoe of the i^mntry 
supplies an abuinlance <»f wat^^r }M»\\«^r, over forty constant 
rivers and over two hun<hv<l riviilrt>, and yet tlu?re is not 
such a thing as a water whe*'l to U» found in use, except 
on the plantations and for agricultural j>ur}>ost\H. 

So entirely, indeed, are the caj»ital and industry of tho 
island absorbed in the culture of fa\ orite staples on these 
large estates, that common article^ of table coiu»uniptioD 
in Kingston, are higher than in any part of England or the 
United States. I give below a list of prices paid at tiie 



110 LABOR NOT CAPITAL. 

hotel where I stayed, for articles, every one of which could 
be cultivated in Jamaica with the utmost ease and abund- 
ance, and ought to be sold for prices far below the current 
rates for the same articles in any city in tlie United States : 



Batter, per Ib^ ••••-•.•.• yjx^ 

Cow*sinUk, per quart, -•.•.... \fi\ 

OmtB milk, per (purt, •••••••• 25 

American cbcetie, per Ib^ •••.... 25 

English clieese, per Ib^ ........ ST^ 

Folatoefi, per Ib^ ......... 6J| 

Efir^2lor 6^ 

■* durinf the Chriatmaa hnUdaja 5 caata a pteee. 

Oarliclu per Ib^ 25a97H 

FkNir, perlb^ ISall 

do per barrel, 9l6a9l8 

Com mea], per bbL, 912a91l 

Hania, at retail, per Ib^ 25 

Laid, perlb^ 21 

Onioaa, per Ib^ 12H 



Nothing apparently can bo more unnatural, than for the 
people of this island, in their present poverty-stricken con- 
dition, to be pa}ing such prices as these for their daily 
AxmI ; and yet nothing is more inevitable, so long as tlie 
land is held by a few absentee landlords, in such large 
quantities. 

No one who has lived in a slave countr}' need l)o told 
that it never supports a middle chiss. The intelligent 
white operative with no capital but his muscles, his cha- 
racter, and his ambition, will never settle in a country 
whera all muscular labor is perfonned by a degraded 
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ex^te. Where Hlavory exUu, there are Imt two cLimoh, tlio 
capitalUt Atid the nlave. The uiii(»ii «»t' capital and Uibor 
in tlie Kun** j>erA*»ii iirver occurs. The ctiiiH4*«|Ueiioe in, 
Uiat ill Jamaica where the moral intliieiice of shiven* 
yet ahi(U*9, there .ure none of th(»s«* Miiall proprietors, i«o 
Cimimon thri>u<4hnut the northern part of the (.'iiitiMl 
Stati'js who, with the sa\in;r* fi*<»m th«ir ihiily waj^***, buy 
a few acres of lan«l, wliieh they cultivate with their own 
liaiiils enlarpii;^ from time to time an coiiveiiieiico will 
p<»rmit, and <»n which tln-y raise a hr*xo ]»rc»|K>rtion of the 
articK^ required for their family (MMi>umption. Had Ja- 
maica such a ]K»pulation, we would never hear a;^ain of 
her importing annually seventy thou^aiul barn-ls «»f flour, 
niiu*tv thousand l)Usli<*U of corn, thret* hundred thouvind 
I K>unds of tobacco, ten or twelve million ft^t of hunlN'r and 
wiwed stutf; her populati«>n would ii«»i have to pay thirty- 
oi;Xht cents a |M>untl lor l»uft«r, eii;ln.*en cents a <juart for 
milk, three to tive c«'nt> a piece for • .'"iTN twenty-tive centrt 
a jM»und for ham, ami sixteen to » i.,^hteen dollars for a 
barrel of tlour. l>ut Jts I ha\e 1>. f.-re stated, slavery and 
al>s<Miteeism tOLfether, have diMribntrd the land in ]»rinccly 
tracts to lanj^e capitalists, whos*^ int'iest has always l)eeii 
»upjx)scd to Ixj best consulted, by culiivatin«x two or three 
leading staples, to the general neirlect of all articles of 
home consumption, and by whom the multiplication of 
small land proprietoi** ha* never l>.^<*n favored. It is not 
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surpriang, therefore^ that even in this countiy, favored with 
a dimate and soil which ahnost supplies the wants of man, 
spoDtaneously, it costs quite as much to live as in the most 
expensiTe dties of the United States. 



r 
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CHAPTKU XII. 

Lftlmr to become capital^InnrcAMe of ^nuill proprieton. 

I HAVE \i'ith all practicable brevit}* stilted vrliat I look 
upon a» the more proniiiiont causc8 of the present prostrate 
condition of this charming island. I take leave to re- 
capitulate thoin. 

First, — ^The degradation of labor, in consequence of tlie 
yet coni]>aratively r<»cent existent** i»f negro slavery, by 
>vhich the white i)opiilatitm an* oxiliuli'd from almost every 
department of proiluctive iuda**try, and a tone of j»ublic 
opinion is begotten, calculated to diMouragi', rather than to 
promote indu>try among the peopU; ui culi)r. 

Second, — Nine-tenths of the ini|'ruved land was owned 
by abH}ntees — which implies unskilful tillage ; an extra 
cx]>ense on an average of three tlxMisind dollars a year to 
each estate for attorneys, agents ai»ri overseers; great ini- 
pro\'idence in the management of the pro|)erties, and few 
or no labor-saving improvements. 
*' Third, — ^Tho estates under culture were all mort^^ged 
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for more than Uiey were worth, when the emancipation 
bill passed. That measure increased the embarrassments 
of the residents, made them the easy prey of their non- 
resident creditors, and left th«>tn witliout means or capital 
to conduct tlie cultivation of the land with profit or even 
with economy. 

Fourth. — ^llie magnitude of the estates and the princi- 
ples upon which they have 1»een cultivated, prevent tlie 
free circulation of real property, tend to accumubte the 
land in the hands of a few, to exterminate the middle 
classes of men with little or no capital, and to beget a con- 
stant and unnatural antagonism between capital and labor. 

These causes, in my judgment, would have conducted 
Jamaica to ine\iUible ruin, had the tariff laws never been 
alterod nor tlie slaves been set at liWrty. 

But the question arises, is tliis state of things to be ])er- 
petual^.or where or how is it to terminate ? I an^^wer, that 
it must continue until the laud gets into the hands of peo- 
ple who are not asliamed to till it So long as it is held 
by English landlonls, it will doubtless continue to depreciate 
in value. I say this with all ]N)ssible respect for the ])roprie- 
tary class here, many of whom I know, and greatly esteem. 
It will continue to depreciate in theur hands, I say, because 
they will not cultivate it p(*rM>nally, nor can they command 
the capital, fidelity and skill necessary to cultivate it with 
profit by agenti. It will continue to depreciate until the 
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lAiHlholdorK will coiuiont to lu*!! ninall frn<::inonU of thoir 
esUiUM to tlio ]NK>ror clavios who uro willing to work the 
lanu witli their oivn 1iaiid.<(. 

Tlio i.Hlan<l ]»n>{>ri(*tors cannot coniniand tho c.'i]»ital nor 
tlio i^kill noco»<ar}' to cultivato th«'ir l.inr«» e>tato>4 ]»rofitably 
now, wliatovor tlu>y niii^ht havt; done in more ))i\iK|)orom 
timos, ami before tlioy Kvanie so jKXjr and involvinl. Tlivy 
an* n*alizing this mor«» and nioro <listiiM tly c%'ory day. The 
market value of eourse niiu^t \j^tt on d^M-lining an Ionian tlie 
pi\»sent ]»ro)M>rtionH of tin* «stal«'H ar«^ ]»n'8ened, until the 
lower ]»riec^ tempt lalxir and small t.-ij^italists from abroad, 
or until the land com<s wiiliin thr rea<Ii of the ]K>orer chwsen 
of tho colored |)o)»ulation. That )N.lnt has been nearly 
reached. There Iuls U^i-n an vet Imi little movement to- 
ward the island from ahroail, Uvau***- it** actual condition 
and resi>urc<'s arc not comntlv uiid. i-i«m>iI in other coun- 
tries, csjH'cially anionic tlu* class m«»-' likely to avail them- 
selves of a new ti«'l«l of enlerj»ris«' on a ft»rei^n s<»il. IJut 
the colored resid«*uts have alivadv <• -toven*d their advan- 
tajije, and are availini^ thenis4'l\vs, in lonsiderahle numlx'rs, 
of tho cheapness of real estate, to iiecome ]»roj»netors. 

1 was 8ur]»ris<'d to lintl how ir«iieRd was the desire 
amonu; the nejrroes to Ixcome jK>sM'ssed of a little land, 
and upon what sound j>rincipl'>'s that <lesire was bitsc>d. In 
the first place, a freehold of four or five acres gives them a 
vote, to which they attach great value, and in the next 
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place, it enables tbem with two or tliree months of labor 
upon wages during the cropping of the sugar, and one day 
in each week devoted to their little farms, to live in com* 
parative ease and independence. From ^ve acres of land 
in Jamaica, a negro will supply almost all his physical 
wants. I have seen growing on a patch of less than two 
acres, owned by a negro, the bread fruit, bananas, yams, 
oranges, shadducks, cucumbent, beans, pine-apple, plantain 
and chiramoya, be«des many kinds of shrubbery and 
fruits of secondaiy value. 

I was greatly surprised to find that the munber of these 
colored proprietors is already considerably over one hun- 
dred thousand, and constantly increasing. 

When one reflects that only sixteen years ago there 
was scarcely a colored land-holder upon tlie island, and 
that now there are a hundred thousand, it is unnecessary 
to say that this class of the population appreciate the privi- 
leges of free labor and a homestead far more correctly 
than might be expected, more especially when it is borne 
in mind that seven-tenths of tliem were begotten in slavery, 
and spent many years of their lives as bondsmen. 

Their properties average I should think, about three 
acres. They have a direct interest in cultivating them 
eoooomically and intelligently. The practice of planning 
their own labor, encouraged by the privilege of reaping its 
lewaida themselvei, exerts upon them the most important 
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educational influence, tlie rc^iulu of which will soon be 
much more ap|Kirent than tliry are now. 

Upon their little tracU ihcy rai?v not only what they re- 
quire for their own consumption, but a <urpluH which they 
take to market, usually in small panni«'3>< U]x>n donkic^ or 
uj>on their heads. Nearly ever}' colon l proprietor has a 
donkey, which costs from seven to t^-n ]>ounds upon 
which he packs his produce, and un<l<>i the castody some* 
timcA of a woman, often of a child, h*- sends it to town, 
to be converted into money, with whi« h ho purchases such 
articles of necessity or luxur}- as his lainl doi^s not produce 
and he can afford. One of the most interesting s|K*ctacle9 
to be witnessed about Kingston, is pns^Mtod on the liigh- 
road through which tlie market |)eoph\ with their donkies, 
in the cool of the morning, pour into ilie city from the 
back countr}'. They form nn almost uiilntomipted proces- 
sion four or ^\'e miles in Icngtli ; aii<l what strikes the 
eye of an American at once, is their {m iiVot freedom from 
caro. Neither anxiety, nor poverty, nnr desire of gain, has 
written a line ujx)n their faces, and thoy could not show 
less concern at tlio result of their trip if they were going 
to a fcstivaL One may readily jM?rc< ive how strong and 
univenal must be the desire of tlie |KX)r laborers to ex- 
change their servile drudgery, on tlie lands of others, for 
this life of comparative ease and indep<'ndence. 

Of course it requires no bttle self-denial and energy for a 
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negro, upon the wages now p«iid in Jamaica, to lay up 
enough with which to purchase one of these properties , but 
if he does get one, he never parts with it, except for a larger 
or a better one. The planters c«i]i them lazy for indulging 
in this feeling of independence ; but I never could see any- 
thing in the aversion of the negroes liere to labor, which 
was not sanctioned by tlie example of their masters, and 
by instincts and pro}>ensities common to humanity. 

The planters discourage these sales of land to the blacks 
in every possible way, for tliey say it raises the price 
of labor by increasing the independence of the laboring 
classes. Tliey insist that a negro will not work longer 
than he is obliged to, for the mere supply of the necessa- 
ries of life, which are very few and very cheap. They say 
with Carlyle, that ^ where a black man by w*orking about 
half an hour a day (such is the calcuLition,) can supply 
himself^ by aid of sun and soil, with as much pumpkin as 
will suffice, he is likely to be a little stiff to raise into hard 
work ! Supply and demand, which, science says, should 
be brought to bear on him, have an up-hill task of it with 
such a man. Strong sun suppHes itself gratis, rich soil in 
those unpeopled or half-peopled regions almost gratis; 
these are Att * supply ;* and half an hour a day, directed 
upon these, iriU produce pumpkin, which is his * demand.* 
Hie fortunate black man, veiy swiftly does he settle hU 
Moouit with lupply and demand >— not so swiftly the less 
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ti>rtoiuito whiu* man ut' tlicM^ tropical l<K'aliti(>A. Ho liiin- 
iiolf caiiiH»t Work ; and h'm black n(*i;;lilMir, rich in pumpkin^ 
i^ in IM> luiHto U> Lvlp him. Sunk to tli«- can in pumpkin, 
iiuhihing Mici'harinc juiiH'H, ami much at his c:uw^ in the 
Crv'ation, lio can liNt4*n to the h*?^ fortunate white man s 
* demand,* and take Iiis own time in hU)>]>lyin<^ it. Higher 
wap^ inasAa; hi;^her, for }'i>ur cauiwrop cannot wait; 
Mill higher, — till no conceivable opulence of canc-crop 
will cover such wages I" 

II10 Ohtimate put U|x>n voluntary i>lack lalH)r in the 
Ab<»ve extnict by Mr. Carlylo, is fjuit4' g« inTally entertained 
nmoni; the ]»hinterH in Jamaicii, and among the t«1ave- 
holdern in tlie United States and a.H it i^ entin-lv inconsist- 
ent with my owni, it i> projKT that I should giv«* the result 
of my oljSiTvations of tVoo negro laWr h«Te, and the ext^'Ut 
to which I have found il yrovi*rncd bv the laws which 
gi'uendly arc found to control otb( r kinds of labor. 
Before doing so, howeviT, I wish to N.iy a word of the 
communication from which the al)ove «'.\tract is made. 

It ift dit)icnlt for one who is ac<)Uainiod with his earlier 
writingfs to believe that the ** Occ4t>ional IViscoui'se on 
Ni»gro Slaver}'," to whicli I have referred, Ls from the i>ea 
of Carlylo. It kcks all the moral, and many of the in- 
tellectual traits which have distinguished the writings of 
that gifted man. The arg\nnent of the discourse is brielly 
li foUowi. The negro has few wants, and those almost 



120 CARLVLE^S RfiMKDY. 

exclusively of an animal nature, "v^'hich he can and does 
supply with very little labor. He will not work more than 
18 necessary to supply those wants, without receiving exor- 
bitant wages. But it is a law of our nature, says the 
writer, **• that no black man who shall not work according 
to what ability the gods have given him for working, has 
the smallest right to cat pumpkin or to any fraction of 
land that will grow pumpkin, however plentiful such land 
may be ; but has an indisputable and perjx^tual rif^ht to be 
compelled, by the real proprietors of said land, to do com* 
peteut work for his lining. That is the everlasting duty 
^ of all men, white or black, who are bom into the world.** 
Mr. Carlyle pirooeeds to claim that pumpkins arc not 
*the sole pre-requisites for human well-being," Many 
other things grow among these islands useflil to man, such 
as sugar, coffee, cinnamon, and precious spices, ^ things 
far nobler than pumpkins; and leading towards com- 
merces, arts, politics and sodal developments, which alone 
are the noble product, where men (and not pigs with 
pumpkins) are the parties concerned I ^ ^ * * 
^ If Quashee will not honestly aid in bringing out those 
sugars, cinnamons, and nobler products of the West Indian 
islands, for the benefit of all mankind, then I say neither 
will the Powers permit Quashee to continue growing 
pumpkiDs there for his own lazy benefit ; but will sheer 
lum oQti by-and-byi like a la^ gourd overshadowing rich 
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gruiiml : liiiii Hixl all that partake with him, — perha|iA iii 
n wrv U'rril»l« iiiaiinor. Vor, uiulor favor of Exeter Hall, 
tho *t«'rrihlo iiianiuT' in not yet quiu^ extinct with tho 
) Vstini«'H in this Universe ; nor will it «|uite cease, I appre- 
h<*nil, for M}(i sawdvr or philanthropic fitumj>-oratory now 
or hi'iKvforth. No ; the pnl* wish besides juimpkinH, that 
spices and valuaMo proilucts be grown in their West 
Indies ; tlius much they have so declared in making the 
West Indies : — infinitely more they wish, that manful in- 
dustrious men occupy their W^st Indies, not indolent two- 
legged cattle, however * happy ' over their abundant pumj>- 
kins ! Both these thing, we may be assured, the immort^il 
gods have decided U|»on, pass«d their eternal act of parlia- 
ment for : and both of them, though all terrestrial Parlia- 
ments and entities oppose it to the doaili, shall Ijo done, 
Quashee, if he will not help in bringini^ out tlic spices , 
will get himself made a slave again (which stiitc will bo a 
little less ugly than his present one), and with benefii^ent 
wliip, since other methods avail not, will bo compi^Ued to 

You are not * slaves ' now ; nor do I wish, if it can bo 
avoided, to see you slaves again : but d»^cidedly you will 
have to be servants to tliose that are born wlifer tlian 
you, that are bom lords of you, — serwints to the whites, 
if they are, as what morUil can doubt they are ? bom 
wiser than you. That you may depend upon it my ob- 

6 
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tcure Black friends, is «ind ^as always the Liw of ihe 
World, for you and for all men : To be senanfc*, the more 
foolish of us to the more wise ; and only sorrow, futility 
and disappointment will betide both, till both in some ap- 
proximate degree get to conform to the same. Ileavcn't^ 
laws are not re|)ealable by Earth, however Earth may 
try, — and it has been trying hard, in some directions, of 
life I I say, no well-being and in the end no being at all, 
will be possible for you or us, if tlie law of Heaven is not 
complied with. And if ' slave ' mean essentially * servant 
hired for life, ' — for hfe, or by a contract of long continu- 
ance and not easily dissoluble, — I ask, whether, in all 
human things, tlie * contract of long continuance* is not 
precisely the contract to be desired, were the right terms 
once found for it ? Servant hired for life, were the right 
terms once found, which I do not pretend they are, seems 
to me much preferable to 8er\'ant hired for the month, or 
by contract dissoluble in a day. An ill-situated servant, 
that; — servant grown to be nomadic; between whom 
and his master a good relation cannot easily spring up T 
Such is the solution of tlie West Indian problem, advo- 
cated by one of the most distinguished writers and think- 
ers in England : a restoration of slavery. lie would in- 
troduce compulsory labor, the price of which should not 
be regulated by the laws of supply and demand which 
control the wages of whitesi but by acts of parliament^ or 
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by the cai»ricc an J avari<x* of ]andt>wiioR(. If this fomi of 
hhiwn* Khoulil nut 1h» ctVcctual, ho ^ouM n*storc the chat- 
tel sLiViT}- whicli f»>rniorly |»revailoil. IIo admits that the 
whitOH do not work h«*n% hut he do^ not ]>ro|>u(H; to make 
hibor compulsory u|Mjn thcni. IK* would have iho rate of 
wagon for tlie nrj^roos dctonnin4Hl l»y an arbitniry regula- 
tion and not by the supply, jls it i> c\«'ry whore else, lie 
Would exclude all white hiborers fn»ni tho Wont Indies » 
by com|K*lling tlie bhieks to work ai lower than market 
prices. 

As tlu*se proj»osiiion.s K^Lj^oally /tv^unio that the organi- 
zation of the black man is intorior to that of the white 
man — and that ho is not entith'd t«» espial rights before 
the law, but is to Ixi cl;tssitu»il with the brute creation, I 
have no occasion to nolle*; them farllior than to state 
them, for I am sure that there are l.iit iVw of my readers 
who would be interest<'d in the dis^Mi-^ioii of sueh enormi- 
ties. But as Mr. Carlylo farther ju^tities tlie course he 
rccommemls, by the allegation tliat tlie negroes will not 
work afler their animal wants are bU]»plied, and as such a 
8tatement| if true, is calculated to dr>troy all hojK) of ever 
bringing the blacks withm the palo of an exalted cixiliza- 
tion, I deftire a word with my readers u}K)n that point. 



CHAl'TEU Xin. 

Labor and Wages. 

The ootnplaiut made by Mr. Carlyle, is tho first thing 
which a stranger hears out of the mouths of white residents 
on landing at Jamaica. ^ Tlie wages are so high that nothing 
can be made off our estates without protection.** They 
chimor from the house tops that there is a scarcity of labor, 
which causes tlie high wages ; and the island is consUmtly 
agitated witli schemes for the importation of laborers from 
abroad. Coolies were brought here many years ago from 
the East ; the Apprenticeship system was established ; im- 
migration from Germany and Africa was encouraged at 
some expense, but still the complaint is, tliat wages are 
ruinously high. I did not meet a single planter, who did 
not insist that it was the unnatural price of labor that was 
uiikiDg thenL Mr. Stanley carried off the same impres- 
noD, and makes it the staple of his aigument for a resto- 
rmtkm of the old protective duties on colonial produce. 

Now it never seems to have occurred either to Mr. Stan- 



ley or to Mr, Carly1<», that thrir rra«Iow might feel an in 
t4*n»^t in knowiii;^ what th«» onorinoiiH wajjj*^ wore, wliicl 
failo«l to uwrooiiK* thf in<h>l«Mic«* of the ^piini|»kin eating 
two h';5;r»»<l cattlo," wlio o«»tiip<is«* the o|M»nitivc chLssoA ir 
tlic Wi*}«t IikIIi's. Ah iiitoriiiatioii ti|K>n thiM jKHUt Hct^mod 
to Im» of the Yt'ry last iiii]N>rtanc«* in J«'terinining wliother 
tli«'n» waH a scarcity of hilior, or <'«*rt'4iii constitutional in- 
finnitios in th«^ hilHircrs to ovcrc«»iiio, wliich cri»atod a ne- 
cessity for 8|>ecial l(*gi«ihition, I ni.'(«lo the current wages 
of the islaml tlif snhjirt of s]NHMai impiir}*. To my utter 
ftuq>rii«<« I learneil, that the prico for men on the sugar 
and cotTtM* plantati<»nH rani^tMl from ri;jliteen to twenty-four 
cents a <lay, an<l pri»iK>rtionahly 1«"sh for bo}*** and femaleiu 
Out of those wag<»s, tlic lalH>r.'r>i have to board them" 
sclvett. Now whon it is considrnMl that in the Lirgest 
market on the islan<l, tlour coM^ iVonj sixteen to eigh- 
t4»en dollars by the ]>arn'l, ]>ntt'r thirty-eight cents a 
pound, eggs from three to fiv(^ i«nt.s a jnece, and hams 
twenty-five cents a pomid ; do«'s not the cr\' of high 
wag«»H apj>ear aljsurd? W;is the wolf's complaint of the 
lamb tor muddviuir the water in the stream lielow lum, 
more unre.^sonabh' ? Arc wages lower in any quart^T of 
the civilized world ? Four-fifths *»f ;»11 the grain consumed 
in Jamaica is grown in the United Statts, on fields where 
labor coAts more than four tin)i"^ this ] trice, and where 
every kind of provision, but fruit, is less exj>ensive. Tlie 
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tad Is, the negro canuot live on suck wages, unless he 
owns in fee, a lot of three or ^ve acres, or ekes them out 
by stealing. Ho is driven by necessity to the purchase 
and cultivation of land for himself, and he finds such 
labor, so much better rewarded than that bestowed u]>on 
the lands of others, that he very naturally takes care of his 
own first, and gives his leisure to the properties of others, 
when he feels inclined ; in that jyarticular acting very much 
as if he were a white man. 

But far better eWdence than the nominal cost of labor, 
may be produced to show that wages are actually very 
low. In the first place, every house and shop is filled 
with black servants. People with incomes of less than 
five hundred dollars a year, will keep more servants than 
would be expected in the United States, from an annual 
income of ten thousand. 

When the census was tiken in 1844, it appeared that 

* 

there were in Jamaica at Uiat time 23,153 household ser- 
vants, under which name I do not mean to include agri- 
cultural or day laborers of any kind, who number about 
200,000 more. By die same census it appeared, that 
there were 142,831 persons without any occupation or 
pursuit Here we have over 160,000 personis or more 
than 2-5ths of the whole population, unproductive, com- 
paratively. 
Tliere are from three to five times as many persons em- 
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)»loyc«l a1x)ut ov*'r}thiiij;^ m an* n<HJo*«ary. The nio*t modest 
ami economical otahlUhinont in tlio <NmntrT, will linve four 
or tivo (l4>m«*>tic s<>r\'aiits. ViM \in\uU are multiplied until 
tli«»y an^ in eaili utlwrs way, and tin* am|»l(*st provision is 
always mad«' to pnnont the |Kw»il)ility of the ruling race, 
bt^inpf comp«'ll»*d to ilo anythiii<; tlu lusolves, which can be 
done by stTwnut**. 

I was partic\ilarly stniok with tli«' al»f*urdity of thin com- 
plaint al>out the hij^h ]»ri<v of labor one day, when I was 
on a vint to a d*.Ti:xbtfiil su^ar estat<% lyinjjj in the parlnh of 
St. Thomas in the Val«^. It w;i<i formerly the proj)erty of 
Br>'an Eilwards, whose excellent histt»r>' of the British West 
Indies is well known in the United States.* 

Dove Hall, for that is the name <»f the estate, lies near 



• Bnan F.ihrnnU wn« born in Wf^flmn-, F.nr . County of Wilfn, in I7U. Hit 
moihor )in<l two opiiliMit l^rorlH•r^ in J»nlul^i^ ••;••• of whom— Zncbar>' C»iloy— 
took tli«* fiitnily nndiT lii<< proifciion upon ili** (!• .-•ili of l)ir> furhcr. Itnan wm 
cflurotrd in F.n::liiiiil. urid ut lui «vir]y n-zo M*til«*il .n Janiniru. llt> %vaii for a lon^ 
timo B nu'mlMT of tin* Aw-«Mnl»lv. uml wun hImi n locintMT of the Oritinh Parlia* 
mcnr. In M'M hi* ))ul)iinlir(i iiit H.-'ory. Civil hn<i ('i>nnnfrcial, of the Hriti»h 
Colonics in fho Wot Intli«'H. in tliri'i* ortuvi* %'»il'jfiifK liy far th«» In'nt work in 
ov»»ry p<iinf of vii»\v, i)mf Utf l»rni writri-n uhout iii«H4«' ii.htn<iit JI«* wn* pfrfi'rtly 
inf«>nn<*(l uhout hi« »uliji'rr. tniilitul un«l mrHl«*rat<* in hii* xiaicMM'tirn, a^ Crfv from 
pn'jti'lir'" H<* nny innn of fiMi-ilulify ouuitllf*. an<l p«'riVrfly inilrfutiirahlo in hi* pre- 
paration. H«' i« m»nu'fi!n«'j» a litrh* ^'arrulouii, an'l rn-ipu-ntly noL'lfrtcd opportu- 
nitii's of conWonsin::, wliirh ]»<■ nu<;lit iiuvt* taken n<ivmita:;cof, )>rotituhly ; but with 
ov«'r>' allownnro ftjr -nrh iinjM'rffctjimi*. to thin h. fory tht* iur,uirt*r must utill turn 
to inform hinit>rll' of the lii-tonrnl origin nn«I piiv-.;ral r«>»our<*cii of tlic British 
We^t Indies. Edwurdti died lou}; bofori* tlio ul><)..'i<>n of i>)av<>r>- — about 1800 1 
bolie%'i«. Of cour^p, tlu'rof»»r«', wt« iiave none of lie* ub>«orv'ationh upon the flTfcl of 
that inea««urH upon tlu* coloni(*«, but in tlic rotirnp of hin hiiitory bo frequently 
a]Uid(*8 to the evil of Hlavpr>'— lio was liimM'lf a !nr;.'0 uluveholdrr— and regret* 
ttiat tliem §eemed lo bo no posNibility of getting ri«i of the institution without doiof 
more htfrn than good. 
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the base of a mountaiD, beautifully wooded with the most 
luxuriant forest trees of the tropics. The mansion is upon 
an elevation which gradually slopes, for near a quarter of 
a mile, till it is bounded in the valley by extensive fields of 
8Ugar cane, which skirt the mar^n of a beautiful river that 
traverses the whole estate. As I drove into the lawn in 
front of the house, I observed from fifty to seventy-five 
head of cattle— oxen, cows, and donkeys — grazing about^ 
and three men and two 1>oys, posted at different point% 
were watching them, occasionally varj'ing the monotony of 
their duties by rolling over on tho grass and chattering to 
each other, de rehun nihili^ in that peculiarly rapid and 
thoughtless gibberish which ono nevor hoars, except from 
negroes and monkeys. 

Wlien I entered the hou^^e, I asked what those* nogroos 
were doing on the lawn, and was told that thoy wer«^ tend- 
ing the cattle to keep tlioin from wandering of)' into the 
mountain. Before I le(^, the overseer of the estate assurod 
me in all sincerity, that the planters could not get ahead 
in Jamaica unless wages came down ? 1 told him that he 
must not talk to an American nhowi high wages, when he 
could afford to keep three men and two bop to do what 
was not more than half ocoupation for the smallest of the 
boys,* 



lljrMisn wiUprolMMy tlMirellMnifTkrlM wblch I Mporiencvd wUatlrMd 

wMrli ocean ta lh« ftrikmlof |wtMce tn Mr. 8tuitj*» 
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Tliis \* but <>m* of tlio tIious.'in<l \m\\a in which laWr ia 
fk|U:iii«l«>riMl on thin \>h\u\. In iho ^w^nr milU, frciin twenty 
to thirty m<*n ami wonn'n will l>o rni|»lov«'d to do what livo 
Am<'rii*an o|H»rativ«»H would do inu<'h lK»ttcr in the niiniQ 
time, with the aid of >*uch lalKir-?*.ivin«^ a«reiicie« m would 
Mij^ijest themselves at oni'e to an int*Hi;^4Mit mind. Every- 
ihinj^ is done in a way nither to in<*n-;isc than diminisli tlio 
mmd»er of hands re«juired. I venture to May, that there is 
not one siniflc st»\^ in the manufaeturo <»f A ho^^nliead of 
Mii^ar, or a jmneheon of rum, u|»on any instate in Jamaica, 
in which any int^'UiiriMit nhu-hanic nii«^ht not |>oint out a 
palpable wastij of lalM>r, and a n^dy proc«*srt of wivin^jf it. 

I could not learn that there were any estates on the 
island, decently st«n"k«»*l with iniplement.s of huslmndry. 
Even the n)o<lern ax** is not in gen.ral usi- ; for felling the 
larixer class of treos, the negroes connnonly use what they 
call an axo, which is shap^-d much like a wrdi^e, exct'pt 
that it is a liltli* widvr at the edt^i' than at the o]>i>o(«ito 
end, at the very extremity of which, n i»ert'ectly straight han- 



Ifftrr ti» Mr. (llmlnfonc:— "Of courf««» it it* rofv iim<I |iliiu»<il>ln to iifiMort, that no man 
Wfirhfi no w«>ll u8 w|i<*u wurKiiiiT tor hiw own pi «>t!(— flint tl)^ hope of rhiitiiic liini> 
w'lfin the fM>rinl i^cuh* ih anions liit* f(tn*iii:t*i>t iiiccii?tvci« hy wlitch the liiiiimnniind 
ran bo nclitafiil— nn«l to point to tin* Kn;:liHii or A>iM'rirati laliorrr an a prtMif of a 
■oniowliul iia»tily drawn conclUNion. But in pritr:.(-i> it \m» invurial»ly iMi'n £>und, 
that Ml far from havin? uUvunccd ^ince the ilayn <il ih*' apprtMiticfriiip, thu ni*irro 
lahonT ho^ on tlic whole rftro;;railetl (v:<lc* Lord iirt-y** dvKputch, quoli**! above); 
thut iiidoluncf. not industry, huK btvn tlic rt'Hult of hi» frttHbmi ; that tin* tai>k \tvr' 
(ormod by him is not ono half of %vhat hin Mtren^Mh would enable him tu acconip* 
iii»h in an easy day'n work ; and that tur this sorvirr*. such as it ia, ho dfinanda a 

mice WHICH WOULD MK DEF.MKD CXORBITAHT IN ANV OTHER rART Of TUB 
WOILD." 
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die is inserted. A more awkward thing for chopping could 
not be well conceived — at le;ist so I thought until I saw 
the instrument in yet more general ase about the houses 
in the country, for cutting fire-wood. It was in shape, 
size and appearance, more like the outer lialf of the blade 
of a scythe, stuck into a small wooden handle, than any- 
thing else I can compare it to ; with this long knife, for it 
is noUiing else, I have seen negroes hacking at branches of 
palm for several minutes, to accomplish what a good 
wood-chopper, with an American axe, would finish at a 
nngle stroke. I am not now si)e«iking of the poorer class 
of negro proprietors, whose poverty or ignorance might ex- 
cuse this, but of tlie proprietors of largo estates, which 
hBxe cost their thousands of pound<«. 

During my stay in Jamaica an address was delivered to 
the people of Kingston, by Mr. W. W. Anderson, a very 
respectable and much esteemed lawyer of that city, who 
has travelled extensively in the United States, and who 
took occasion to contrast tlie indastrial policy of the two 
countries, with the view of showing to his fellow citizens 
the real cause of their declining prosperity. He noticed 
particularly their neglect to avail themselves of the im- 
provements making in every department of agricultural 
industry. Being a resident, and addressing his fellow 
dtiaent, hit opinions upon these subjects are worth re- 
peating. 



WAATE or LABOR. 131 

" CtTfainly,'' says Mr. Ainl«'i^>n, ** tlu'ir (tho AmorieanH) 
f»iil»orionty ovit un in not to In* IouihI oitWr in \\\v\r miil or 

oiiin:it«% 1»ut in tlirir nion* I:ilN>riuu^iv nn«I inon> i«kilfullv 

• 

(lihvt«Ml industry, nidiMl 1»v ini|»U'ni< ntal liuOiandrv. If an 
aero in to \to plaiitr.l in o»rn or ]>ot.it«MM*, the usual courw 
for a Jamaica farnj<»r is to son«l tu«'l\v or fiftiH?n laltoroni 
with th«»ir Ih-hv*, and j»rohal»ly at IIm' ond of tho day tho 
^nmnd may Iiavo I)o«mi turned up. And then follows the 
planting;, whi^'li is dono hlowly hy tho hand, and tho 
niakinix of tho drills, and >iul>so«^u<*n!ly tho cloaninjj and 
nioulilini; arc all aoi*om]>lishcd hy th«* tcdioiiA and primi- 
tivo pHK'fss of hrnid-luvin;;. 

**Butin Anioriea how is it? A sin^^lo man, ^ith hia 
little ont'-horse ploiiixh, is sent to tli*^ llfld alone, and in a 
dav he d«K'S the work of titVen of ours. Tlien the har. 
rowinjOf foll«>ws with equal s|H>ed, faeility and eoonomy of 
labor; and sowinjx 1>V a maeliine wli'»h do<^s l)V an almost 
simultaneous operation the tliree-foM work of n)akin2f a 
drill, dropping; tin- seed at eqtial di^i:ine«'S, an<l covering it 
up — all as (juickly as a hoivc can w.»lk from end to end of 
the field. As fa>t as he walks this tljr»M-lold work is done 
by a sclf-Aetinpj machine, whi«*h only n«(uircs to l>e dra^ijed 
over the ijjronnd to ]>ut the wh<»lc of ii>. powers into effec- 
tive operation. AVhat wonder th^n at the cheapness of 
their com and pork, and the imiHKsi]>ility of our com- 
peting^ with them in these articles so Inufr ^s we continue in 
our old ways. Wo all suffer U^cati-^*', in truth, our neg- 
lected rural pojmlation is willing to remain a century be- 
hind the rest of the world, wethhvl to their old customs 
and modes of workin«x — self-satisfied and deficient in entei 
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prise : and as yet there has been no a|X)8tle of a bettor 
system to stir them up. 

** The ploii*j:h is still comparatively rare in this island, 
By the cultivators of com and provisions it is never used, 
while it is universal in America. Were the lal>or on our 
magnificent soils managed by «is wise a community, the 
hicrease in the value of our land would be astonishing* 
Our land is so cheap and valueless, only because we have 
not a system of general cultivation to turn it to ]>rofitable 
account Following our systom, America would be poor ns 
we are. In their northern states the land is ])Oor and cokh 
and yielih in most cases httle sur]>lus beyond a linng, even 
after the exertion of such lalior, directed by skill and well- 
made instruments. But consider our soil. See what an 
ignorant mountain-cultivator can extract from a single acre. 
Seldom, indeed, is it that much i;^ cultivated by a Jamaica 
peasant to supply his family^s wants. The abundant and 
varied products of the soil enable him to live in comfort 
even with so small a modicum of exertion. Were any man 
to work his ten hours a day, and be aided by suiUible im- 
plements for economizing labor, «ind better information, 
how easily could he achieve for himself comfort and inde- 
pendence." 

Daring the past summer public meetings have been held, 
and a vast deal of discussion has taken place in the journals 
of the island about the scarcity of labor, witli a \\e\r of 
supporting the statements made by Mr. Stanley, in behalf 
of a more liberal protective tariff, and also to induce 
ParUament to k>nd its aid to the encourag«>ment of 
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ii>nM«^i iiniiii<;ration. Ainon<r tlio 04>inimiiruvitioiift to wliicli 
tlio c«>iitn»v«THy ])2iM ^ivon rifM% in tli«« following, Aildn'woil 
1>V Mr. Aii<l«'rs4»n, tlic ;;oiitlt'inaii I;i-t i)U(»t4Hl, to tlie fWo- 
wiVf/ Stundard^ in oxj>laiialioii of r^Axw rfiimrkM lie had thoii 
roo'ntly inado at a ]>ul»lic inei^tiii^ in Kingston. Aa local 
cnil<*nc«« in contirniation of tlio \\v\\^ I have takon, it has 
«H»incil to U* eiititi<Ml t<» a |»laro in ih****** |^'lp*^. 

•* Doar Sir : — 

•* lAii nio reply to your ol>s<»natiiin on tho o|)ini(>n5« I 
ox|m^H«^l at thr lat«» Cotton nicotiuiX alioiit tho aIlo^<Ml 
want of lalH>r, which vou wiv is vfr'nonil thnai^liout iho 
ii^huKl. I Htill ooinjilain of that statmiont, and a;xi*^o Mith 
Sir Joshua Uowe* in 4losi;fnatinif th<' froqui'iit roitonition of 
it aM alisohitcly * Ruii-idal.' It discoura^fi'H all approach to lui 
of oapitalist.H, an<l puts a s'al on th«' ptTinnnmcy of dcpron- 
sion. I do not sav that th«*n' is no ifro^md for nuH'h iimi- 
]>Iaint; but I say that tin* extent of \\w ovil, the oausi's of 
it, and the n-nicdies tor tlie <*uro an* neither cornvtlv nor 



* Ai» Sir .TokJiiui Row** im Cliirf Jtinrin* of JiuiiRirn. and withnl n ninn whi* 
opinion IK tlufMT>"«illy n'cjM'rf»*»l lien*, I will »:ive \\\*' n'murki* luM'liirli Mr AimUt- 
Miii retVrH, nti I fiinl llicin n-jxtrtivl in ihr Colonial Sruminni : — "Sir Jo^hua Rowo 
ftaiti limt afl no olii<>r (:«Mitl«riii<>n pri'iMMit apiM'anHl <l«*Min»UM ofaddn'Ki'iii'r ilH*nif<*t« 
inc, lie would, with th(*ir p<*rnlil•^ion, inako a f«*w ol»iHT\'aiiouH ou \\y^'■ i}iii-Mtion 
which thfv liad iiwt to (lir<ru*'ii. Ih* iiirrrtHl witli Mr Wimiivkh Andfnwrti in ilw* n»- 
mnrks hehnd nnulo with ro!i|H.'cl to tin* f|imntiry of uxailahlf InlMir. lie bad b<*anl 
a f;rf>at di'al, uiid n*Md u ^n'ul d«>ol, about th<* (M-.ir<ity of labor, but fruin all his 
ex iH»rienci» In* wan imiinttl, with Mr. An<U'r*on,fo the lM*li**f that the Karcity waa 
purely local He iM'lievod alno that tho umi»u:it «if Inbor varied very ninterially, 
even iu tlio uatno di«incf, nn«i \va« dependant in a f;r«'nt niPaAurt>on the manager, 
for he ha»l fouiul frequently lliat while one estate wan proridcd with abumlant 
labor, a noii;hburin^ entote could not pn»cure a unjrle <ine. Thnl. howerer. wa» 
not the quPnUon they hnd to ctinfider.'" kr . kc. 
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jadicioasly stated. I of course give those who differ from 
mc credit for what I thank you for conceding to me, a]l 
honesty in their views and statements, A little discussion 
in.iy perhaps elicit something that will prove correcting to 
both. What other object, indeed, than the general wel- 
fare^ can any of us have in our discussions ? 

" The field of my operations for some years past has lain 
about six miles from town, and the labor required on it is 
hard, consisting chiefly of trenching, ditching, draining of 
bgoon lands, and grass planting. I obt:un such people 
readily, and to any. extent for a shilling a day. On my 
own small property in the mountains, in the Highgate Dis- 
trict, I have also been able to procure laborers with equal 
facility at the same rate. Any disappointments that have 
occurred, have been trivial. Very much indeed has al- 
ways depended on these in the management at tlie time. 
My experience, as you truly say, is not ver}' extensive, but 
still where such strong general statements are frequently 
repeated, it is something in the way of qualification. 

** Again, I can truly say that many individuals in vari- 
ous districts confirm my exp(»rience by their own. Tliere 
have been, owing to the distresses of the times, many cases 
of irregularity in the payments ; and the rate of wages, it 
most bo admitted, has not afforded much inducement to 
cheerful and steady labor in a climate which much en- 
courages languor and indol<*nce. Besides the activity and 
strength of mind which education and proper training and 
good habits give, is sadly wanting, while the climate much 
more than ordinary northern climates, requires all that these 
aids can give, to preserve the people from sinking into apa- 
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thv and vici\ Of this ai<l wo all iN»r:*onallv f«vl the ini- 
iMirtiiikv, but thi'V uiitortunat«-Iy liavi* had Imt littlo of it. 
"Tlio rcmfdv \vlii«'li li.ts hitherto bo<Mi n^liinl on, ami 
wliicli you Htill ^^tMu ti) n-ly on, in tin* ini|»ortation of fresh 
carjyooft of African^*. Thi> I say, and do n*i»oat, m I have 
often done in my j»laiV in tli«» lluus«- uf Ajwenildy, never 
I,. can afford any |H'rmanent remedy. Soci?.l eviU will bo 

Ji created by it, if ]K*rsist4il in, of a kind and a magnitude 

that will fill every one with a nurpriso and dismay, and in 
the end utterly destroy our pro«*|»erity. AVc have M>uglit 
to imjtart a eertaiu <)uantity of ]>hy*«iral power, while we 
have abundance of it already lyin^ 1>\ u.^ idle and unem- 
ployed. A clergyman told me the other day that the peo- 
ple around him were gonrrally idle, with the exemption of 
fan hour or two a day on their gn>un«U. Why not try to 
make the lalKjr we have available ? The mond incubus of 
' ignorance an<l immorality miint soon atV»et the fn»sh inipor- 

tation, as thev have our own ]km»i»1«\ The maixnitude of 
f j the evils I e(>in]>Iain ot, will soon b<'i'«»ine ]>alpable to the 

' ' most inconsidi'iate ; whil«' to all thouirl»tful men the pre- 

wMit apprehension of the ultimate cu!i>« «jUences to tlie eoun- 
trv must be verv scrioiis. 

'* I blame very much in the matU-r, the clergy who are 
the feed jTuardiaus and overs«vrs of tin* morals and eduea- 
tion of our peasantry, antl ought to Im- the leaders of their 
opinions. With a few exerjitions, ln.wover, tln'y do not 
generally labor amongst th«'m. Tho st-iled canonical 
preaching amounts, iis resjMcts results on an ignorant 
l>easantry, to nothing — and the man who can only show 
that, as his title to his stiix'ud, ouglit not to receive it. 
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The clergy ought to labor on their high vocations as cor- 
rectly and laboriously, and with the same devotion of time, 
88 the laity do theirs. I am no favorer of Roman Catholic 
religion, but I confess that the entireness of the devotion of 
their clei^* to Uieir people, excites in me great admiration 
and res|)ect, and contrasts most unfavorably with all tlic 
supineuess of a large numt3cr of ours. I know not how it 
is, that ivith all the avowed checks of bishop, archdeacons, 
commissaries, >ncars, ^c, &c^ so much usefulness should 
remain from year to year neglected. Wo are entitled to 
look to tlie clergy for some account of the low condition of 
our people mentally, socially, and religioasly, and of the 
utter falling to pieces of die social fabric under their charge. 
There ought to be a Mixed Court, consisting of lay as well 
88 clerical members to look after the whole subject of pub- 
Uc instruction, and those who minister to it. Power has 
never been safe in the hands of ecclesiastics alone : they 
must not witliout aid govern each other. 

** Sir Charles Lyell, in his valuable book on America, 
states, that in Massachusetts where education is ditliLsed in 
abundance throughout the whole body of the i>eople, the 
labor done in their trades and other avocations, by those 
whose province it is to labor, is excessive. The truth is, a 
ciWlixed man, in a well-constituted society, will exert him- 
self almost to death, rather than fail in securing for him- 
self and his family the comforte and the decencies demanded 
by the habits of the society in wliich he lives. WJiat 
amount of fatigue and suffering are not many educated 
men amongst ourMlves now enduring to uphold the decen- 
and comforts of life to their families ! The higher the 



#^ 
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pitch to which the mind is wound up by education and 
moral trainin!:)^, tlie greater and more self-denying and 
more energetic will Ix* the etl'oils to discharge well the 
duties of life in the social relations. 

" Our lalx)ring people are so low and unfeeling in their 
habits, that they are almost as iiide]>«'ndent of lis s\s tlio 
animals that roam about. We have contentedly witnessed 
their gradual deterioration, and we do not Ix^stir ourselves to 
arrest it We shall never by mere im)K>rtiition.s of ixjoplo 
from Africa, rais«> the comitiy to true ])n»sj»erity. That is 
not the true remedy — quantity we have already, but a 
good quality of peoj>le we have yt?t to se<*k, and we must 
establish it, by every means in our ]K.»wer. The annual 
grant for educfition ought not to 1k> ^•^s than £5,000. 

** I remain, dear sir, 

** Vi»urs tnilv, 

** Wm. Wkmvks Axofhson, 
''Richmond Pni, Sept, 0, IHriO." 

For those reasons, I submit that tho .Mr;;ument bv which 
Messrs. Cariylo and Stanley attempt to justity the interfer- 
ence of Parliament, either to enforce laUir or to reward itw 
pnxluct by discriminating taxation, is liko the facts upon 
which it rests, without anv foundation. The entire nejjlect 
of all the most obvioas methods of economizing labor, tho 
number of idlers that throng the country, the low wages 
that are oftered, and the utter recklessness with which labor 
is squandered, fully establish the tnith of my statement, 
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that labor in Jamaica is both cheap and abundant Let 
labor be rewarded as it is in the United States or even in 
England, and let it be used with the same economy, and 
the face of Jamaica would change, almost as rapidly as if 
the tun of heaven were then to rise upon it for the first 
time. 



't 



I 






/ 



C II A FT K R XIV. 



Central MilU 



I HAVE staU'd that the planti'rn di^ouragc the partition 
of the land into small pro|HTti«»!», Waii^^c it tends to pro- 
mote the indej>ondeiice of lh«» hdiorini; classes, and indi- 
rectly to advance the cost of lalx>r ; I have al.*H> st;ito«l the 
prices of labor to ranj^e as low jis tin- lowest, in any cin- 
liz«»d country in the world, and fuur ur five times lower 
than in the country from which th^y iin[>ort about three- 
fifths of their bread stutls. Tliat tin* ;i| •prehensions of tho 
planters are well founded, there e.ni l» no «juestion ; and 
that the prices of lalx>r oui^ht t<» adv.i'u.*, in also K'yond a 
question. Labor will always briii«4 ii> value unless in sonio 
way coerced, and hence its jiricc ii: inaica must rise, or it 
will continue to be as it now is, inelll' I'-nt, and its supply 
irregular. Nor is it the duty of the jK»litical economist or 
the statesman to make it otherwi>. . It is rather their 
duty to remove all the restrictions by uiiich it is burdened ^ 
and then it will be as abundant and as productive here aft 



140 CENTRAL MILLS. 

it IB in countries where it meets with its reward. Let the 
law-givers and tlie capitalists remove all vexatious obsta- 
cles to the sale and partition of land, and to the culture of 
8uch produce as the island itself has a constant demand for ; 
let the labor of the negro be converted into capital by 
furnishing him a homo market, for the little surplus which 
he can raise upon such tracts of land as he can hire and 
cultivate himself, and labor would rise in price, it is true, 
but it would rise more in value, for it would be more regular 
and more )>roductive. And then land would rise in value 
also, pari passu, for it could be made productive also. The 
planter would soon be indemnified eitlier by an increase of 
his rents or his crops, and the equilibrium of labor and 
capital, the necessary antecedent to pros}>erity here as 
everywhere else, would be restored. 

But it is objected by the planting interest, that if the 
states are so minutely subdivided, the cultivation of the 
great staples, sugar and coffee, and the manufacture of 
mm, must cease, because the works upon sugar and coffee 
estates are veiy expensive, and require large capital, and 
the estates must bo very large to compensate for the outlay 
in that direction. For example, a good range of sugar 
works could not be erected for less than ^50,000. The 
proprietor of twenty-five or fifty acres could not afford to 
keep such costly buildings for the manufacture of his 
limited stock, much less could the smaller proprietor of 
three, five or ten acres. 



] 



t 

\ 1 



CKNTUAL MiLI^. 141 



Tlic niiswor to this obj«M?tioii »ccin^ poif^t'tly obnouss 
and v<'t no ono Ihtc »oonw to uncU^wtaml it. Tlicv liftvc 
only to ol>!«<'nc one of tlic most familiar priiK'iploj* of eco- 
noiniral scionco, nnJ tlie wlioK^ diftifulty is obviutod. Let 
tlicm do what i^ done univerH;illy in thf nortlicni Staic» of 
our republic — soparato the fuuctioiu* of tlic a^culturii^t 
from those of the nhinufacturor — and then Iwth depart- 
ments of industr}' vill bo better comhict4»d, ujK)n at leawt 
onc-tentli the ca]>ital now required. Tlivre w no conceiva- 
ble reason why central sugar milks for ixnmple, should not 
bo established, where the phinters couM take their cane to 
bo ground for a toll, or to sell for a return of a given quan- 
i| g tity of sugar, or molasses^, or rum, or numey, or whatever 

might be agreed upon, llio period fur cropping sugar 
, i '% sonietinies lasts four months and upwanls. Hie cane can 

\ ' J be converted into sugar in less than twilvc hours. It is 

{ J perfectly practicable, therefore, to scj».irate these depart- 

ments of industry to the protit of b<jth. 

Under the system which now prevails here, a planter is 
i' ' usually from three to five months "alniut," as they tenn 

^ it, that is cutting his cane and making his sugar, lie 

starts his mill in tlie morning about eight o'clock, and 

usually stops by five in tlie afternoon, lets his tires go out 

and his men go home. Thus the use of more than half 

\ his capital is wasted for the period he may have occasion 

to use his works, and for the bahince of the year he loses 
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the use of it altogether. If, on the other hand, the pro- 
prietor of a sugar mill were to proclaim a table of rates at 
which he would make sugar, and also tlic prices at which 
he would buy cane, and if he would provide himself witli 
a double set of operatives, who would run his works night 
and day, never permitting them to stop except on the Sab- 
bath, from the commencement of tlie sugar harvest to its 
dose, he would save the interest upon the cajutal invested 
in them, for all the additional time they were in motion, 
which would be more than half. 

He might also, during the balance of the year, use his 
engine and buildings in sanding lumber, or in some kind of 
manufacturing to which they might be adapted, and 
escape the absurd expense of importing shingles and staves 
fix>m Maine, lumber from Georgia, refined sugar from Lou- 
isiana, and flour and cheese from New York, and all liia 
textile fabrics from Great Britain. By this process, too, 
the small proprietor might save all his interest upon works 
and machinery, which constitute such a burden at present 
to the sugar makers, and by virtue of all the reasons upon 
which is based the great and familiar principle, that cheap 
prices follow the division of labor, he would get his canes 
ground upon better terms than even the large proprieton 
can do it for themselves, under the present system. 

Mr. Stanley very flippantly dismissed from his considera- 
tkm, this proposal to separate the culture from the manu- 
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facturo of t^u\p\r an one that couM only bo contended for 
by mon liavinj^ no |>ractical know I. di^r of West Indian 
habiu. In Ills letter to Mr. (ihulstun-Jie nays : — 

** Ajxiiin, we arc t<»ld a jjjreai deal ♦•'* the nuirveln to be 
worked at some fnture [n'riod by the n- i^ro |iroi»ri«'tor8 or 
tenant^ laborini^ on their own fari;i-. I have heard it 
ik»rioa'*ly contended, though t>t'eouiN«' only by men having 
no practical knowledge of West Indian habit's that thin 
chisH, having few, if any expense •5, and little or nothing to 
pay in the ^hajK* of rent, being luoreoviT capable of en<lur- 
iug all the year throngh, a degree ot* laiigne which wonld 
kill an Eim>|>i*an in a week, ought to uiiden»i'll Initli slave- 
own4T8 and white employers of free iulMir. Now on this 
head I have onlv a few words to s.*iv in answer. First, 
the business of a sui^ar estate is two UM : it is an union of 
Jigriculture and manufacture. For tli«' latt^^r, at least, skill 
and combination are require<l ; of wliiih the nrgro pos- 
sess<.'s neither. Nor can this part (»t iIm- pr<H*e>s Ix? ciirried 
on separately from the other; for tin* earus, if not taken 
at once to the mill, are spoilt. On this .single ground, the 
ditliculty of caiT}ing on cane cultivation, except on largo 
estates, is almost insuj^orable — small farming is out of the 
question. In the next place, appeal to exjH»riencc — how 
much sugar has ever been grown for exj»ort by the negro 
farmers ? I will undorUike to say, not live tons in any 
single year, taking the range of all the British islands. 
And, lastly, the extracts which I have already quoted from 
official reports and despatches, show sutVioiently the estima- 
tion in which this class is held by thof»e best acquainted 
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with Ids chtiracter ; aud couscqucntly the extruinu impro- 
bability of their sacceedin^ as cultivators of tlie soil. I 
contend then, that the ])ritish phinter cannot coni|)cte in 
an English market witli the slave owner : that this ina- 
bility extends equally to the production of all articles of 
ez]x>rt ; and that where the white projirietor has failed, the 
negro will not succeed, more especially if, deprived of tlio 
instruction and example of £uro|>eaas, by their gradual 
abandonment of tlie island, he is left to retrograde, as there 
is but little doubt that he will do, into his pristine condi- 
tion of African barbarism.^ 

Whether the manufacturing de|)artment on a sugar 
phmtation requires ^ more skill and power of combination 
than the negroes possess,** is a question that I need not 
stop to discass. It is enough to answer, that full nine- 
tenths of the sugar produced here and in the United Suites 
are manufactured by negroes, with such skill and power of 
combination. I may add, that a large number of very 
extenmve cotton milk are in successful operation in the 
States of Georgia, Alabama and Tennessee, in which all 
the operatives are slaves. 

But the primary question is, whether the division of 
Ubor which I have proposed, is practicable. Mr. Stanley 
says not ; that the manufiEicturing process ^ cannot be car- 
ried on separately fix>m the other ; for the canes, if not 
taken at once to the mill are spoilt** ^ For this reason,** 
Im addS| ^ small Csrming is out of the question.** 
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Mr. SUuiloy bcoium for a moinont to bavo miHtikoii tlie 
wUo of tliw «juoi«tion wliich ho was profi^iwing to advocato, 
or nfho ho has ]»rovod quite t4x> much for his purpono. If 
Miiall fannH around a cciitml mill cannot bo inado profita- 
ble, bocau8o dio caneH, if not t.'ikon at onco to tlio mill aro 
six>ilt, thon liow is it that the pr^^scnt priiicolj estates, into 
wliioli tho inland 'u divided, many of which contain over 
3,000 acrcA a piece, are enabl<>d to crop and manufm*ture 
tlioir HUgar with only a single mill to each of tlicm ! 

In tlio I'arisli of St« Kliziibcth, tliere are mx aban- 
donod KUgar estitefl, averaging eai>h, over threo tliousand 
acroA. Neither of those estates, when under culture, pre- 
tended to havo more tlian one »H.'t of Kugar workti, and yet 
each one of them, if dividend up into twenty-tivu aero faniiA, 
would Imvo endowed one hundred and twenty resident 
proprietoi*s with a ver}' indejM'ndeiit fn;rh()ld, for a laboring 
man, within reach of a central mill of ample capacity for 
tiie prompt manufacturo of all he could pro<luce. llie six 
estates could supix)rt nevcn hundred and twenty earnest, 
indastrious and independent laboring farmers, instead of 
being abandoned as they have Wen, for not sup|>orting 
six unproductive non-resident landlords, and a retinue of 
equally unproductive book-keej)ers, agents and attomies. 

The same land distributed into five-acro fanns would 
support thirty-six hundred families, who could all carry 
their canes to one mill and have them ground in due seu- 

7 
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son. Now, assuming tlmt there <ire 600,000 acres of good 
sugar land in Jamaica, and to every 3,000 aovs one cen- 
tral mill was erected, two hundred mills would accommo- 
date 120,000 five-acre tenants just as couipletely as they 
would accommodate 200 three-thousand acre tenants. 

But the fact is, one mill pro|)erly conducted niiglit 
accommodate a much larger «irea. £lin, the largest sugar 
estate in the Parish of St Klizabeth, embracing 4,C50 acres, 
uses but one. Wlien we consider that these mills do not 
run nights, that steam is not a<unlly got up before nine in 
the morning, and the fires as usually go down 1)efore five 
in the afternoon, it becomes very apparent that they do not 
execute more than half the work they might, if jn-oprly 
pressed and attended. AVlien we farther consider that 
proper facilities of internal communication, would enable 
pLmters to dehver their cane at a central mill from twenty- 
five to thirty miles distant, on tlie day it was cut, is any 
room left for a doubt that fifty sugar mills of suitable 
dimensions and faithfully conducted, would manufacture 
the lai^gest sugar crop ever raised in Jamaica, just as well 
as eight or ten hundred now do, and probably much 
better! 

"What is to prevent the planters selling their land, and 
with the proceeds enlarging their mills indefinitely ? If 
more sugar or coffee can be produced by small proprietors 
upon the same surface, it would seem to be tlie dictate of 
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or«liiiur) >:i;xanly f«»r tin* larijf»* j»i;iiit«'rHl«»s4»ll orU'a^» tlioir 
kimU, lulilil Central inill^ and iMvonio t>uy«^rH of (*a!io and 
inanufactun'rK of HU^^ar an«l ootl'tM', anil such otlior pro- 
diii'tM of tire Wan«l iw ni'iLrlit In* tunuMl Ut K»st aiH*«mnt« 

At i»i\*«cnt, p<'rhajH, tho faiilith*^ for liaTi^)H>rtation arc not 
i*ucli OA wonld admit c>f supplyim; orntral mills (nmi a wry 
gn^at ilislanci% but it i?* onoiiLrli for my arLfum<*nt to Iiav«! 
nhown, that vuo M«t of sni;ar wtuks will manufartum the 
prtMluco of .1,000 iwrvs o( hui^ar land, ami not nni ni^rhtM; 
and if y\r, StanloyV HU|H^nor *• i»racti<'al knowK'd;;*' of Wost 
Indian hahitn^'has KmI him to the conclusion which ho 
Imn adojitod, that th»'cult\irt' antl tlu^ m.inut'acturo of Hiij<ar 
cannot be carriv^d on s«^parat"ly, thm I liawj h^ss re.'ison to 
ri*iXrot my moro liniit<^d <»pportunitii*s for olis<rr\'ation, than 
I had imni^inod. 

The fact \^j that if the circulaliou of capital, and tho 
alicnahility of land hid Ixm u \inr«'>'iri<t<d, if (In- nou-rcsi- 
dcnco of tJu* laiidl«>rdfc and lln- parliairifinary prot«*ction 
given to th»'ir peculiar intch'sts, ji.id n«»t c«»ntcntralc<l tho 
whole nrlaimcd territory (►f the i^L-uul, into the han^ls of a 
few whoj»o inU'rests were not identified with tln>se of tho 
Jamaicans, central mills would have been in «:feneral uso 
liere, lonu^ since, and tho aj^ricultiU'e of the island would 
now have been as ind<;i>end«'nt of its manufactunng, as of 
its commercial industry. 

That separation is destined to tike place H>on. Already, 
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as I Lave before stated, the better cLiss of lands are nInioKt 
within reach of the ina^^ses. A» soon as tlie number of 
small proprietors is increased a little, central mills will 
rapidlj spring into existence, and experience will d<*mon- 
Btrate the folly of keepin<^ half the capital of the island, 
invested in unnecessary machinery which lies idle four-fifths 
of the time. 

But Mr. Stanley aj>|>eals to experience, and undertakes 
to s«iy, that the negro farmers have not raised five }>ounds 
of sugar in any single year for exporUition. 

Wliile I am not pivpared to admit, I have no occasion 
to deny the correctness of this sUitemenU The reason why 
they have not raised much sugar for exportation, if such bo 
the fact, is as important as it is obvious ; they could em- 
ploy tlio little land they acquired to far better advantage. 
Even negroes are not generally so stupid as to attempt, on 
five or ten acres of land, without capital, to enter into com- 
petition with three-fifths of tlio capital of tlio island, by 
cultivating sugar, where butter is worth thirty-seven and a 
half cents a pound, eggs three cents a piece, potatoes six 
and a quarter and onions twelve and a half cents a pound, 
and other provisions ranging at tlie same extravagant 
prices. They can turn tlieir lands to better account. 
Hiey raise supplies for their immediate wants. In that 
way they incur none of the expenses of getting tlieir pro- 
duce to marketi for they have a market at home which 
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novor f1m'tiiat«*M, :in«l in alwnvH lilNTal. Tliori* i> iitxioiilit, 
I a])im^lioiitl, that tli«> laiiiU (»t* tin* iu*^r«N-N pnxliKV iiir»n) 
ill inom'yV worth, than any su^rar or aAXtn* i*>t'iti>H on iho 
inhind^ii pniportion to the Mirt:u'«* undrr cultivation ; nntl 
if Uic number of pn»priotor» were nailti]>rK'd hy the tVuittiou 
of ciitAtes, M I lia%-e <»uirgestc«l, the a;r'-rri»<(;it«* product of 
the cultivated hindH would be inon^ascd in a like pn>iK>rtion. 



CHAPTKU XV. 



Manufacturing Resources. 



WniLE I am fully convinced that hy tlio snlxlivision of 
estate^ and the division of LalK)r, the a^j2n'^^«'»te product of 
8U^ar, or coffee, or cotton, or anything else, nn;xht be 
greatly increa«»ed, I am far from saying that they would 
be, for I greatly doubt whether other produce might not 
be made more profitable. Whether they would or would 
not, depends ui>on fact.% alH:>ut which I am not fully 
informed. Tlic stitc of the market, the character of the 
soil and climate in different localities, the facilities of trans- 
]>ortAtion, and many other infiuences, would di'tennine the 
U!<os to which the farmer would put his land, and sugar, 
and coffiH?, and cotton would only bo planted, where they 
could be grown more profitably than anything else. 

My impression is, that capital and ]alK>r would l>e 
diverted into an infinite variety of new channels, which have 
Litherto been comparatively unexplored. The island has 
never manufactured anvtliing but the produce of the sugar 
cane, and its mechanical resources aro entirely undevelo]»od. 
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I 1i:i\«' infiitioiu^l tlial th«'n* in not a wiu-inill in Jamaica, 
aii«l v«*t tli«*n^ \t^ an v\t<MMv«' ni:irk«'t Ii« if t«»rKi\v<Hl IuhiInt 

of «*v«'rv il«><«4Tiptinn, aii«l a tin«r vnrirtv of timlnT in its 

• • • 

fon*^tH than can W t*<>un«l anvwlion* rl^* wiiiiiu an aroa of 
fN|nal (linicn^iunA. Ti\\*\o |irovisi(»nH u**t, an I have als4> 
i4at<Ml, an* «ijfoni*nil!y hlufh«'r than in Now Vork, an«l vvt 
tho 4*hi»ii*cst varieties nmlJ U» |inMhic«'«l hrn» for \oi*H than 
half th«'ir c«i!*t in the Xrw York niark«t. Tho rnn'st kiiuln 
of fniits ;n^»w wihl, nn«l rot umh-r th** lr«*«'s that prrxluco 
ihcni, which n)i«riit Ih* 4h'livor«Ml in a -^'OukI an«l hcahhy 
cvtnilition ah>n«; tho %vliolc s<-;il»oanl ot* Hio riiit«*«l Statc^ 
within six thiys from th«» tin)«* th< y \v« r. jihuknl, with4iut 
a |»;irticlc of dilViculty. Th«*n' in no j^h-mI rea^'n why the 
New York fniit market, in tlic sfV«Ti*^! nionthn of winter, 
»liouI<l not nlxmnd \\ith cviiy tn.j.j. «1 fruit in a1»S4»lnt<* 
|H'rt«viion, in^^tcad ot* iM'inLj liiiiil«'<l, ;»- it now is, ihirint; 
thf winttT H'a^ioii, tr> tlavorli's^ tVnits | i'ukrd tfrrt'ii to j»re- 
Veht thrav.* 

Tlh-n tiiere is an intinite variftv ot* M«'H«'rv«'s, of oiU an<l 
oss«^no'S, tiiat miifht Im* nianut'actur«'«l t<i nn iiuh'tinite t*\- 
tent from the pnMhu-tions of the ooiiiitry. Tin* ti»'l«ls are 
overrun with a specie's of \\il<l ]iliH'-a||»le, from wliich 1 



• U hn< Wcu ttuW Hiuco lilt' «>rabii>>itiiii*nl of' J. IIou nn] ^ S«»u'h Ciiairn'i liiiroT 
St«>ninrr». \\iiirh loiicli ai J(iiiiuir:i. iha' :.!:•• |>r<>iii)>r i<>.<i fUhV CKtnii.uiiirMltoii witb 
llio ruiffti StafOK lin!««'\iffi'<l. Tli«*y siv. m::*' a iiiii*' .••-n liiHii six (iuji» fnmi N«*w 
YoiU lo JHiiiatra, uimI iiillion^'li lh«-y ii:ivi- u> t hiM-ii ruTiiiiiic ijiiiti> twti \rnri>, liavtt 
A]i\ailv ln>inin to rt'vive i»ur almost (■.\iiii;;niriM-«I coriwni*rco wiih that inland 
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have seen a finer linen manufactured than ever came from 
an Irish loom, while the moi^t valuable clnig» and dyewoods 
literally infest the island. 

To illustrate tliis supineness a little more in detail : the 
cocoa nut, which is one of the most profitable fruits that 
the eartli produces, is turned to no account whatever by 
tlie Jamaicans, tliough it ^ows as luxuriant here as in any 
quarter of the globe. I was told, by a gentleman who had 
a hii^ number of these trees in full maturity, that he would 
esteem them the best projx'rty on his estate, if he could 
get one dollar a hundred for the nuts, but tliat there was 
a very limited market for Hiem, at any price. And 
yet there is no part of this fruit that is not valuable. It 
thrives in a sandy soil, and bearf^ in Jamaica within tlm^o 
or four years after it is planted. From its flowers the finest 
arrack in the world may be distilled, and the best of vine- 
^r. A coarse brown sugar may also be prepared from 
tlio flower. The green fruit pclds a nutritious and delight- 
ful drink, and a more sube^tintial food in the pulp which 
contains the liquid. Wlien ri]>e, Uie fruit is popular as an 
article of diet in all parts of the world. From that fruit a 
pure oil may be extracted, which may be manufactured 
into candles, soap, and use<l in a variety of. other ways, in 
which vegetable oils are available, while tlie refuse, or oil 
cake, as it is called, is a most excellent food for cattle. 

A medicinal oil is extracted from the bark, which is 
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iHod, I uiuIciHtniid, ill Coy Ion, aft an oflioaeioufl romcnly in 
cutiiKMNH di»H»a^\H ; the riM»t is also ivmmI Tor medicinal ]tur- 
pi*k»j»; iU claMio Hlnx's aro H>in<"tiiiKH» \n»vi»n into strainor^ 
^H* Iii|uii1s wliilo t1i«* tiinU'r may 1m» U'Htl in 1»uiMi!% or 
coiivortod into Usiulirul artiok-.'* of fumituiv. Tlu» husk 
conslHt^ of a tou-'h tibro, fn>in wliich ronlaifo and riLr:xin«jc 
of tho Ixvit quahty may 1k> iiianufai'lunMl, and tho finof«t 
^tiiirm:^ fi»r inattn4ss«*s that is ns^-d, not «*XiVptiiig hair. I 
MW Miino i»f thift tihix' inannfaotun'd ;\i tho l\'nitontiaiy 
in Kin^^ton, for luattrass stutVnijL;. I *«atisfird iii}'8c>lf that 
if its %ahio %von^ kni»\vn in Aniorioa, it would bring a 
hiifhor price than any ooniino<lity now in as«» for iH'ddiiig. 
Tho !»|K»cimons that I saw won* i>r«'j»ar»Ml by tlio convict*, 
at a civst, I %va.4 told, of six c<^nts a jMiund. Hair cot^tA in 
\ow York, I Ih'Hovo alM>ut twoiity-ti\«- omts. 

Tiio ]>r«KVss of iiianutaoturlni; it, n wry sini|»lo — tho 
hn>k slu'lU aro sonko*! till jM'rfootly s**\\, and thon |M>uhdod 
i»nt until tlii^ tibns aro all separated. This was done 
in tho |uison by hand-lal>4»r, and without the iiso of 
maohinory, and tho articlo could 1h» ]nxHlucod by thoiii 
for six cents a ]M>und. Uy (ho aid of a %'or\' simjilo 
niachino — N^mothin;;, fur instanoo, lik«' that to which rapjs 
in a papv-r mill aro first subjocto<l — it is v<My apparent, tliat 
the cost of manufacturini^ it mii^ht Ih* nducod at loiist one 
half. When I askod why maohinory was not eniploye<l 
in this dopnrtmont of tho ]»ri*4on. T wmn toM tliat thoy had 
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not work enough to occupy tlio convicts if machinery wm 
employed. Of course I had nothing to say to a rca.son so 
eonclupivc. 

Tlie supply of tlicse husks would he ahnost inexhausti- 
ble. They have no more use or value here than walnut 
shells have in the States, and may be had by the ship load 
for tlie mere expense of cartage. A cai^o of a thousand 
tons could be manufactured for a thousand dollars, and Ix) 
worth in the port of New York not less than ^4,000, as 
soon as tlie Ui*efulnoss of the article became generally 
known. 

This is but a glimpse of the inexhaustible manufacturing 
resources of Jamaica, which only wait the appearance of 
an interested and indantrious class of resident pi*opriotors to 
be develoiied. For six or eight months of the year nothing is 
done on the sugar and cofloe plantations. Agriculture, at 
least as it is conducted at present, does not occupy the la- 
borers more than half their timo. During the rainy season, 
by a skilful application of capital, they might be furnished 
with full employment in sawing lumber, manufacturing 
brick, and draining-tiles, tools and implements of hasbandry 
which arc now im|X)rted altogether, if itsed ; in putting up 
drugs and dye stufis for ex[K>rtation ; in preparing the cocoa 
nut and pine-apple fibres for the various uses to which 
foreign manu&cturers might devote them ; in improving 
the internal communication of the island by the construe- 
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tion of railroadft ami l>ri«l:^?is ami in an infinite varirty 4»f 
waVH which it in nnnoowarv to «*nuinfnito, W«»ro (Im 
laml cov4»rr'd witti a |>«>|>uIation of ]HN»r an«l ni^itU'nt pn>- 
priotur* of nniall i»?»tat«*?*, thoy >voul«l >iHH\ |»orcc»i\v tho 
a«lvaiita;;o of encouraijini^ tho inv<»stni«Mit of capital in 
tliCM) (lonitHtio nianufai'tun's and arts an tlio imint dinx't 
moans of fnrni^ihin;^ l^innancnt oniploynicnt, ami, of c(»Uh<4% 
croatint; a ]K.'nnanont dcnianil fur ialK>r. 

Xor can I omit to mention hon» anotii«»r advantasro to 
result from the muhiplication of omplox niontn, Mich w I 
have bi'on (h^scrihinij, th«« want of wliiili has wcii;h<Ml heavy 
U|>*>n the prosj»ority of Jamaica. I rrfi-r t<» tho (Hhicatiotial 
inflm>ncos with which a variiMl indii^irv surrounds tlte 
operative classoi*. In a country hk*' the Tnitcil Stato% 
whore occuj»ati<»nH nro ahnt)st as vario\i< as tho f«'atnre» of 
tho human oouiitruanco, caj»ital is ooti«.t;iii(ly in qm-st of 
h\hor \vh'n:]i it oihioatos for its j»ur|Ki>.'.. 'i'luTr is soiiio> 
tliinij for []ui most iijiiorant and in«-x|M n. i»<-.mI njK'nitivo to 
do, hy whicli li** \\\\\ ao<[uiro skill, and I'V wliirji Iiis tacuU 
ties will bo do\olopo<l and qnickom-d. All olasst's 4I0 not 
grow up uiuh'r tho samo s«t of <laily ••\|M'ri«'n<'«'s, hut in 
caniini^ thoir daily hroad, oach is h»arniii_: M»ni<thini( which 
improvos his und«'rstandinijf and multij-lirs his n*sourcos. 
Tlio oj>orativos in »Jamaioa, on tho ntlur hand, iim all 
doinvf the samo tliinixs substantially. Voar aflor voar 
tlicir whole industrial ox|>erienco is liniitod mainly to tho 
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culture of sugar and coffee, and the manufactures to wLicli 
tliey give rise. 

Tliey liHve no new manufactories to resort to, when 
they are in want of work, no unaccustomed dopartments 
of mechanical or agricultural labor are open to receive 
tliein, to stimulate their ingenuity and reward their indus- 
try, Wlien they know how to ply the hoe, pick the coffee- 
berry, and tend tlie sugar mills, they have learned about 
all the industry of the island can te.nch them. If, in the 
nxteen years during which the negroes have enjoyed their 
freedom, they have made less progress in civilization tlian 
their philanthropic champions have promised or antici- 
]>ated, let the want I have suggested receive some con- 
sideration* It may be, tliat even a white peasantry would 
degenerate under such influences. Reverse this, and when 
the negro has cropped his sugar or his coffee, create a 
demand for his labor in the mills and manufactories of 
which nature has invited the establishment on this island, 
and l)efore another sixteen years would elapse, the world 
would probably have some new facts to assist them in esti- 
mating the natural capabilities of the negro race, of more 
efficiency in tlie hands of tlie philanthropist, than all the 
appeals which he has ever been able to address to the 
hearts or the consciences of men. 

It is scarcely necessary for me to state, that the tendency 
of all tlie influences I have been considering, is to throw 
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the laml into the poMOffnion of thiiAe \%ho can and will cul- 
tivate it, that iM, the c<»lortHl )M>]mL'itioii, an<l that it^ ]»ro- 
c1iic*ti%'o capacitieH will never lio known till that has t^iken 
|»lao<». 

Hiore an* other titan niatirial can^Ms, howt^wr, which 
are eonHjiirin;; to priMluii' tlii> Kinir n-Milt, Tln» |H»litieal 
]H>werof the iAlaml in ra]ii<lly )>.'i.*<.Mii<r jnt,^ the Kune hantln. 
The |HjKt*e!«*ion of four or tiv»' arrrs of Ian*! it»nfen» a ri«jht to 
%*ote on the H»*hrtion of ni<'inlH>rs of Ass<*inhlv, The hlaekn 
an* anil»itiou.<4 to |m)K'h^s and exi-reim? the |»riviK'i;e ; it caus4.*» 
thoni to 1k^ courted and n*s|»eete<l. Th«*v are dailv becoin- 
in«^ better acquainted with tlie advantair*-^ which the elec- 
tive franchise confervi, and the }>r«M«]H'4-t of attziining it, is 
with them oiie of the stron^^est inceiuivcA to elTort aud 
economv. The rect'ut el'ction of f»4'veral of their order to 
tlui As^i'nibly, lias ;xi'*^'»tly iiillaiin'«l lliis anihition. It is 
only a short time sine*- iln-re wrro iu» r4»lon'd ]>eoj»le re- 
turned to that IxmIv. In the last A»« ml»lv llu-ro were a 
dozen. No neji^ro ever lia«l a seat llh n- till the si^'ssion Ik*- 
1*4 »re the litst, when one was returneil. In the last session 
there were three. It is safe to sav, ihrit in a verv few 
yeais the blaeks and br^»\vns will 1>4» in a clear majority 
in the Asscniblv. I'hey alnsulv hold lliv balance of i>ower, 
1 have prcviondy stat<.*d that the coion-d members were 
generally, I do not know but universally, attaehe<l to the 
government, or Kinjx's Ilonse party ; wlillc th<» Country 
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[Mirty, as the opposition party is called, is composed alinoAt 
exclusively of white memljers. Tlic reason of tliis classifi- 
cation is very obvious, and illustrates tlie nature of tlie 
power possessed by the fonner. Tlie Country party is 
coin|)06ed of the larp^e plantent, who pay the most of the 
taxes, and who need legislative protection. The colored 
classes in general do not feel the taxcvs, and have nothing 
to be protected. The present policy of Downing street, it 
is well known, is adverse to protection, llie planting 
interest wishes the expenses of the isLind, and the oflicial 
salaries reduced ; the appointees of Downing street wish 
no such thing. Tlie colored people generally care nothing 
about the exjienses of government, for they do not have to 
pay them, while they are not adverse to high salaries, 
because tlie homo government sagaciously dispenses a 
liberal share of the offices and ]»atronage among this part 
of the population. Probably four-fifths of all the public 
offices on the island are filled by colored jicople and ne- 
groes. 

It is unnecessary to say that this state of things is beget- 
ting a serious antagonism between the government and the 
countiy parties, and has alreadv gone far to alienate the 
latter from their allegiance. It discourages and disgiLsts 
them. Its more remote tendency is to depreciate the value 
of every kind of i>roperty, but es]iecially of real estate ; and 
to promote emigration of capitalists and capital from the 
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bland. MultitutU'H of the oltloftt and ni<i^t ivft]MH;UHl white 
citizotu coiit«Mn|>hite loaviii:;, niid arc canting aliout for now 
f»<»at«*. 

1 K'arci'lv saw a man who had not, inor»» or h^>s dvHbc- 
ratolv, considcrod the o\|H'duMicyofal>.'iii«hiniiig the island. 
Hatiitual inortncKH, (h>nu'>tio tic*?*, htniiirhtnusl n'sonrcejs 
iijiioranco of any moans of pnK.'urini^ a sn]»|M>rt «»lse\vhere, 
and other can.^»s, discourajxc most of thtiu fn>m ontortnin- 
ing tho |»urjM>M; h»ii^, but in jijiitu 4»f thf^«' ditliouhieH, thcro 
lins l»oon a coa^tant current o( onii;;ration of whito |>crsoiif«y 
Ofi]>ocially tho junior nu'inWrs of familio^ from tho island, 
for tlio last two or thive yoaw, and tho |»r«>|K)rtion is 
incrcasinjj monthly. 

Nor aro the %aoanoio» created hy cmiLrratioii and death, 
supplieil by the birtlis in the white fann!i«'s, f«»r there are 
no sciiools here for iiwtnu'tiun Im-vouiI tin* elfiuentar}* 
braiiehos of an lCn;„^iiNh education, ami ;i^ s«m»ii as a eliild 
is old enoULfli to re<-«'iv»,' instniotiun sniial^lc to tli«* nink 
and jMMtioii hold usu.illy by tin- KnL^li>Ii r.Mdoiits, lie has to 
Ih^ Si'iit abroad to ol>lain it. 'J'lie most of those who leave, 
never roturn to reside, unless under an aj>j»ointm<'nt fmm 
the Lfovmunent, for neither bu>inoss nor j»rotessi<uial re- 
wards here, holdout to thoni any in«lue« iihMits. They can 
find more lucrative and >uiiai»le rnipln\ nwnt most any- 
where else. The consequence is, tliat tlu- Kissos from tho 
ranks of the white population, from wljatever cause, are 
not repaired. 
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Of course the loss of every white man is a loss of capital 
to a greater or less extent, it strengthens the influences 
already operating to depress tlio price of proi)orty, 
increases facilities for the colored people to appropriate it, 
and is hastening that partition of the soil which I have 
supposed necessary to a realiaition of its highest produc- 
tive power. It is also hastoning a result wliich I have 
reason to beheve tlie home government anticipate and arc 
prejiared for — the gradual occupation of the whole island 
by the blacks. Tliey see and know that the two races 
cannot prosper together, if both are free ; that the suj»orior 
intelligence and advantages of tlu^ whites will prevent the 
blacks from acquiring that indrjiondence and solf-i-oliance, 
which are the sinews of entor]»rise and the basis of 
national prosperity ; and as tlio blacks are so much the 
more numerous, and enjoy so groat an advantage in their 
natural ada]>tation to the climate of the tropics, it has been 
wisely determined to surrender the island to Uiem,as soon 
as it can be done conslntently wiUi the vested rights of the 
white population. 

But the question arises, What shall follow the introduc- 
tion of a colored Governor into the King s house, a colored 
Chief Justice upon the Quec*n's bench, a uniform Assem- 
bly of colored representatives, \\ith no white |K*o].le al)out, 
to luake them ashame<l or afraid ? Will .lamaica then 
ivcoverf 
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Slio will tl<)ii1»tl«*«« ]»nH^i»MK,l»ut i»h«» cai* innvr nttaiii tlio 
lii-ii^lit of Ikt pr«»»|HTity wliiU* hIi*^ roiiiniiH a ilep<*ii<laiice 
ot*<in'at Uritniii. 

Any colonial i»yj^t4»in of j»o>vniinont without rcj»ros«'nta- 
ti<»u is essoiitiallv vicioits ; the colonial svstem of (>reat 
Britain is proU'ihly w<iis4* tlian any oth«*r. for ^ho hsis not a 
col<»ny in tho %vorl<l which n]iv liaM not oxhaikiUnl, or ia not 

raj»i<lly cxhauf*tin;x« 

When tho colorc^l jh*oj>1.« lnvonio tin* j»n»pri«'tor5« of tho 
j»r«»|H*rty, an<l have to pay hi:^h j*;ilari«*s and oppn^'^ivo 
tax*'!*, their relations to the t;t»venunent will lie nij>iilly 
ehani^ed, ami they will \h' thn>wn into the position now 
iKVUjiied l>y tlni Conntr)' party. Th<*y will clamor for low 
wilaries an<l prohahly hij^h dntit-n. T\u*y will jfrt neither. 
What lies lM«yond, it is scaretjy worth whilo tt> s|Hmlate 
niMin, tor In'toro that dnv ilreat Ihitaiu will inevitahlv 1k» 
eoinpelK'd to nuMlity her e^ilouial |Mili. y so radically, at 
K'ast wiiJi n'sjM'ct to ln'r Wfst Indian |M.^^'ssions, as to in- 
trodiieo el«*nu*nt.H into the (pifstion whirli eaiin<»t now bo 
conjecUn*«Ml. Xothintj is mow probahlf, in res|»ect to tho 
|x>litioal fate of tin* i^^land, twenty years li-nee, than that it 
will Ikj one of the United States of Ani«iira. 

It can jnobahly l>e jx<»v<'rned more ch« aply and to more 
]>rotit by onr }K?oplo tlian by any other, and Injth nations 
will ]»robal)]y discover before that |M«n«Hl, that their nnitual 
ititerests may l>e eonsult*^! by the tratisf«r. It is from my 
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purpose however, now, to consider what would be the con- 
sequences of such an event, for before it can happen, in all 
probability, a new. generation will have taken the place of 
the present race of freedmen, whofse training and experi- 
ence will qualify tliem to take no insignificant part in 
aliaping the destiny of Jamaica, and of Uie colored |>opu- 
«ation of the West India islands. 



CU APTER XVI. 



Cliiiiau* — IIoHltk 



In Jamaica, almost owr}* variety of climate may In- foiiiid 
^^'Itliin a <lay'rt joiinivy, oxcrpt tin* «*xtr«Mii«* rol<l. TIu* island 
in situatrd 1hH\vo<h tlio paralloU of i:'* :»o and 18" 31' 
north latitude, alioiit tlirc*; d«-ixn*«*H tartlhT Miutli than 
Havana, but it is travorsc*d iVom <a«»t t«' west, thrt>n«;]i it8 
wlioK' l«»n,xtli, l>v a rani:** of mountains, ^.irvintf in ]i(*i<^lit 
fr«>ni four thousand to cii^ht thou*»and f<-.-t, and hy nuuK^r- 
ous liii^li nil^i'H int«*is«'i'tini; tli.* other r;iiiLr«^ from north to 
soutli. 'lli>'S4> inouiitaiiis on tin* i>l:iii'i, with tlic in^t^an 
surroinitliiiix it, pn-vont tliM<v rxtn »n«>. .i' Jit-at to whirli 
this l;itiiu«l«' is I'Xj.ox'd. I ntvrr t'oini'l tin* \v<»ath('r o|>- 
|»ns<iiivc, tliouixh I ]»a>«i<'d most of my linn* on tlio soutli 
si«l«' and in ll»<.' vii'inilv of Klni^Moii, wlirh^ tln^ th^T- 
momi'tcr ranix«'s st'voral d<\^r»'Os liin^li'i than uj»on tho 
nortliNJilo or in tin* iiit«M'ior. 

In tht' niornin;^, ahout half-|>ast niiu', a l-risk hrorz** sctH in 
from tlic sra, wliicli lasts duritii; tli<* ilay, is always pure 
and soft, and h-avrs a |M'rs4»n who is «|ni«t an«l not oxer- 
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cifting, perfectly comfortaMo, Tlio Min is very hot, and, of 
course, its rays must be carefully avoided. A land breeze 
rises wlien the sun sets, so sironi;^ and cool, that the inha- 
bitants have to keep their windows, ha>ing an inland ex- 
posure, partly if not entirely closed in their sleeping 
apartments. Strangers would always find this a wise pre- 
caution. 

Tlie average heat at Kingston, which is the hottest ]K>int 
upon the island, is 80^ It is alK>ut ten degrees hotter, on 
an average, in the winter than in the summer, and there 
is a variation of alx)ut ton decrees in the thermometer in 
the course of every twenty-four hours. Ilio following 
meteorological register was kept at Upper Camp, in the 
suburljs of Kingston, for Sir J. McGregor, and gives a 
very authentic and satisfactory view of the climate and 
meteorology of Jamaica. I found it in Ilenderson^s Jamaica 
Almanack for 1850. 



Montbib Max. Med. Mia. Wind. Riinarki. 

January... S4 78 71 N. Ii 8. £. Fim*. tome Hliowerf, »tn»n| N. winda. 

Ft^miary.. tl 73 72 ditto.. Fim* an«l dry, ■tronrwnibr^xpt. 

Mahrh.... 86 82 77 ditto.. Ditto. eartliqaake«rHt, ditto ditto. 

April 87 83. 79 ditto.. Vi>r>' dry ditto, moderate i^ilto. 

May 87 81 75 ditto.. Finr. witii liglit uliowcr*. 

Jane 86 82 78 ditto.. MofMy ditto, witli iH'nTy ditto. 

Jaly. 89 83 77 ditto.. Muiiy nbowert, but'iteiicrally fln«i 

Angvrt.... 87 82 77 8.8. W« Home tieavy raiu, ditta 

Srpleaib.. 89 82 78 ditto.. Mnrniu|;« fine. Noon In^vy raina. 

OetobcT.... 86 80 74 dino.. Smno lieary rain, ni<Nrtly tine. 

No'wank... 8S 79 73 ditto.. Ditto, ditto. 

IlecnBlk...84 78 7S ditto.. Some rain, irrarrally fine. 
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Brynii E«lw;inls, writinj^ ovit fifty yoarn t\ifi\ Rayis ** In a 
inaritiino Mtuatioii, wli«'n> I clii«-t1y rfAi<i«*«l durin;; tlie 
Rl»;ux* uf lourloon y<*arH, tin* j^oimral iiUMrmin of licat dur- 
in;; tlio 1lutt('^t iiiotitlis from July ti No\«inW (1»otli in- 
clu>i\v), wjw ei;;lity <l«*;j:ro**H on Fal»n*iili« It's tlicnnonietor. 
Ill the otlirr iiumtli?*, vir-, fn>in iKxvniUr to May, tlio 
tliorinonirttT raiiir**** fr'^m 70** to 8u", TIu* ui;;bt air in the 
niohtliH of LV*cemU*r and January Is Aoiiutinies HuqtriM- 
in^ly fool. I liavo known tin* tlifrinoiii«'t< r so low at Hun- 
riso as 00 ' oven in tlio town of Kiiii;>t«»n ; l»ut in the hot- 
test nionllis, the diirrroncc Ix'tWivn tlio toni]K'niturc of 
noonday and midnight is not nioiv than 5 or G^** 

Thoi-e is a vcr}* marked dirteronco in t«*mj»cn4turo Ixj- 
twocn th(> north and Hjuth side of the i>Iand, and still 
)Ui>n- in tlio iM-autv and luxini.iiKV of tin- vri^t'tation. 

Tho Soil Im Ir.v* o.\jM)s<d totlu' i»rotraot«Ml diouj^hts wliich 
honu'tlin«s occur diuiiii; tlio winlvr iiionth^^oii the southern 
Const. Tliis ^roati«r a)»uiul.inoc of rain i> attended with 
its disadvant.'iges. The toniju'iaUuf is more \ .•iria]>lc and tho 
air h'ss g»Miial, an<l not so well adapted for invalids as that 
wliieli prevails on the <^j»posite side. The seaMUjs are very dif- 
ferent also, on the two sides. On tin; north, winter ranojes from 
OctoW'r to Marcli, and a plentiful supply of rain is distri- 
huted, in small and occiisional showers, throu«^]iout tho 
year. On the south siilo, sprinj^ may In- said to rango 
from Novemln^r to April, summer from May to August, 
and winter from Se]»temlxr to Ociolxyr. 
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Hid diiof alternation!) of the weather arc those which 
occur in consequence of raias or of tlieir absence. The 
same periods vaty, like tlie teni])erature, with the locality. 
In the mountains, they are earlier, more frequent, and 
more violent than in the lower country. The spring rains 
do not usually set in until May, though, occasionally, tlioy 
come as early as March or April. 

I am indebted to Mr. EilwiirJ Mc(*erK*hy, tlie Crown 
Surveyor of the idand, for much important information 
about the physiciil condition of Jamaica, and, among 
other thingH, for the following u|>on the subject uf the sea- 
sons. The Usual accounts of them, he tolls me, do not 
give strangers correct impressions. " No one on the 
island has been more exposed io heat, and cold and wet, 
than I have (Mr. McGcachy has resided in Jamaica thirty 
years), and I am quali6cd to s;iy, that the trials of the wct 
teasoa^ are altogether exaggerated. May and Octolx»r arc 
our usual wet months on the south side, where 1 reside, 
during which periods it often rains for a whole week with- 
out intermission, then it clears off and the weather is do* 
lightful, with occasional midnlay 'plump' which last 
about an hour. The mornings and evenings are almost 
always dry and safe for driving or walking. On ou(u>idc 
of the island the season of vccfetition lasts from about 
May to December, then it becomes dry. But not so, on 
tlie north «de, which is usually quite wet during tlie win- 
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tor iiiuiitliH. Varioiui ])artA of the i^hll<i are wettor or 
tlnor, aci'urdin;; to tlio Mnicture of tlie couutn* and Uic 
dc^HH? of itM cultivation, a knowk'd^ of wliii-li, will enable 
|)ors4)iis to coniniaiid at all iMraii4>iiA nio^t doli<;(litful reHi* 
dciic*^.'* 

It is ono of tlie advantap^n of a roj»id«^nc«* near Kin^^ton 
that at nnv tiin«^ in half a davV drive, ono can coinnmnd 
c«K)l woatlnT. 1 U'ft that city one niornini; on honH*]»;ick 
al»uut half-j>a.Ht eight, and drove to Cold >j»ri«g <ia)>, in 
tho niuuntains, a1>out 4,200 ft^^t al)«»ve thr level of tlic 
hcii, in tivc honrs, whore 1 fonnd the w«*ather chilly, and 
was soon glad to descend to a wanner t«'nijH»rature. A 
little lower down, the ehmate is delightful. But nothing 
can be imagined more ]>ietnrCfwjiio than this ride from 
Kingston to Cold Spring. We pasW thrMiiirli the Hope 
K<tate, which was ]»art of th<» ininuMis*- t'.nlnnc of tho 
J>uko of Ihickini^hauK whM>e bniikrui»tov ranjr thronirli 
all the public journals a y«ar or two ago. At't^-r ridinj 
some distance on a road whicli was l>o(ni«i«d on every 
side by the most luxuriant tropical vegetation, we came 
to the Middleton CotVec Estate, which also l>elonged 
to the Buckingham j»roperty. The cotlee culture marks 
a lower temperature. All thcs«3 estate's li«- .ilong the sides 
of the mountains. We also drove thrombi i what is called 
the "Cold Spring Coffee Field,*' which is owiwd in London 
by a Mr. Hamilton, and is said to produce the finest cofiee 
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that is taken into Liverpool, where it commands HOs. 2)er 
cwt The estate embraces about one hundred acres. 

A little farther up we reached New Ciistle, wliicli is 
about 4,000 feet above the level of the sea, and has been 
selected by the government as a military station, on account 
of its coolness and salubrity ; about GOO men are quartered 
here. Another hour's drive brought us to Cold Spring Ga]), 
about five hundred feet higher. Uere we were surrounded 
by a dense fog, which prevented our enjoying the scenery, 
and before we got ofi^ we were overtaken by a shower, 
die common experience of tliose who make tliis expedition. 

The change of temiKjrature and scenery, and vegetation, 
which one encounters in passing from Kingston to Cold 
Spring, is so great, tlmt it is difficult for the visitor to real- 
ize that he is witliiu the tropics. Above New Castle, wo 
DO longer see the orange or tlie star apple, but tlie Ameri- 
can apple, the peach, the strawberry, and other summer 
fruits of tlie temperate zones, flourish in perfection. At 
and for some distance below New Castle, tlie nights are 
very cool, and blankets are indis|)ensable at night, and fires 
not unfrequently. Neither are ever required in Kingston. 
At Cold Spring the thermometer ranges from 55* to 05% 
and it has been observed as low as 44*. There a fire at 
DOOiHlay is comfortable a great part of the year. 

The most delightful climate that can be imagined, is to 
be foiiDd back of Kingston, upon an elevation of about 
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2,000 U'vt, where every tro|4cal fruit tlirive«^ ami whore 
the ni;rhtA aro always cool, aiid tlie h«\'tt of tlie ilay is 
never op]»re8sive. It would be diAicult to s«*Icct a R*sidence 
in any part of the ^1i>l»e more healtliful and niorc luxuii- 
antly endowed by nature. 

Jamaica Is generally a healthy island. It canuoi be 
fuiid to be subject to any mali<^iant fevers. Hie yellow 
fever which usihI to ]»rovai], diicH not \iHt tlie inland as 
often as it visiu New York, and In not niore fatal when it 
docft come. 

Vr, Kinjjf, pastor of Grey Friars' Chunii, 01aH«jow, visited 
Jamaica al>out a vear a«;o fur tJio hoaltli of a member 
of his family, who w;us consum]»tive. Since bin return, ho 
has ]>rinted a small volume of \m olK«»n'ationft, in which 
I find tlic foliowiii;; on tlu* s\il»jivt I am now consi«lt»rin^, 
and to wliich lie was iik«]y t«» liavc ;:i\»'ii >p<'iial att<Mition : 

**S() far as 1 muM form an opinion tVoiii uliat 1 witn«.*s- 
s«m1 mvsi'it* and learned iVom mv iiH(Mvoui*>«' with |«livsi- 
eians, tlio osiiniato tjein'rallv «nttrtainod of the nnhealtlii- 
nrss of .lamaioa ^roatly cxcimmIs tlio truth. Many dis*'asos 
vorv fatal in Uritain an- unknown tlnr«% or tln'V are found 
only in modified and i^mtle forms. So it is with ho<jpin<^- 
cou^^h and mea>les. The complaint most common in tlio 
island is Aver. In most cases it is sli^^ht and transient, 
and occasions little suft'orin:^ or alann. It is liable, how- 
ever, to become Nnrulent, esj>«'cially if persons are so im- 
pnident as to get wet and not change their clothing, or if 

8 



170 HEALTH. 

they make flitiguin^ journeys in the heat of the day, or 
pass the night in the neighborhood of lagoons and mai-shes. 
As respects yellow fever, about which so much is said here, 
it there rages as an epidemic at times, but it is far from 
being a prevalent disease in the island. Its characteristic is 
the * black vomit,' and I met with different physicians who, 
after practising for many years, had never seen fever ac- 
com]>anied with this symptom. There were some such cases 
at Montego Bay when I arrived there, but tliey were few, 
and I heard of no more of them so long as I was in the 
colony. 

Many of the physicians in the island administer calomel 
and quinine, in very large doses, to all persons atTocted 
with fever. But others of thorn condemn this mercurial 
treatment as carried destructively far ; and they ascribe to 
it much of that debility of constitution with which a pro- 
portion of the colonists are afflicted, and which is commonly 
charged on the enen'ating tendency of the climate. 

I could not learn of an uustance where an invalid, or 
any of his friends coming to Jamaica to sjiend a single 
winter had died of fever. Persons affected witli pulmonary 
comitbiintB are considered particularly secure from its 
attacks." 

Elsewhere, in speaking of the class of invalids most 
likely be benefitted by a visit to Jamaica, he says : 

*^ A physician of eminence in the island said to me, that 
where hectic fever was strong and constant, the patient 
ahoold not oome to Jamaica, as its warmth would proba- 
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biy incnnts^ tin* f«»vor, aimI tliiw j»rovo pngiulicial ; but if 
Uie ]»iiU' il'Kliiot iii<lii*;it4* iiiui'li t«'\vr,]i«* tliuii^lit tliat tbo 
]>ati<>iit, own altliou<;]i iiHliio«tl aiul oiit'ccbloil, linil ^oat 
in«luct»iiHmt to make truil of tho coloiiv, 2u« ho never found 
any« in tlio«(o circuiii»taiici^ tail t>f U*ini^ beiK*(itteil bjr 
makin*^ it a teni)K>mry |»kice of i\*»iileiK***.** 

Tliere are nome pn^cautions however, whii-h need to be 
can»l\illy ol»sene<l by p«'r*>n5» from a iH>rt hern climate visit- 
inij Jamaiea. They hhouU bi» eai\*l*ul n<»t to hiy off 
flannel it* acea<toni4'vl to ^%ear it, ami to ]»nt it on, it* tJiey 
ni\' not aeciL*itoin<Ml to it. A thin tlaiint-l n^xt the t^kin is 
unitornily worn by tlie >vhit<> inliabitants, an*! is indlH- 
pen<ible to a stnin;^'*''* ^t \< unwis«» to dn'^t t«»o tliinly 
over tiannc). 1 t«inu<l nianv ultl resiil«iit.s in Kin^r^toii 
w«'arini^ bl.-iek el«ith eoats and ]>antal(»«»i)H, and liab^ all the 
tiiii«\ and S4)nie ot' llitiii t«»ld ni»' tli< v lu-vrr wore any 
ulh'-r than cloth oui«'r irarnjfiit^. I iri. d it niv<«lt' durini; 
the la-t \v«'ek ot' niv >lav upon tlu- i^lnnd, and was not 
cons<i«»us of tri lini; tin* h«Ml any niop' oj»j>n*»ive than 
when I \vor«' linm altoi^oilK-r. Tin* '•ironij and steady 
bree7.es by day an«l ni;;lit, make \v«x>ll« n i^ann«'ntsa ncce?*- 
sarv i»rot«"Ction tVoni tiie5ndd«'n ehaiiir* > of t«'ni|K^ratnre to 
which the surface of tlie>kin is con^taiitly exjwised here. 

To my own eountrvnien, it niav h*' \\A\ enouirh to si v. 
that in preparini; to visit this island, .i is not worth their 
while to supply thomselv»*.s largely witli under clothing, as 
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woollens of all kinds and linens can be procured here 
much cheaper than in the United States. 

Strangers should be cautious about sleeping %vith their 
windows open towards the land. The night air is chilly 
and dump, and sometimes impregnated with malaria from 
distant marshes and lagoons. It is not however, in my 
judgment, as dangerous as the night air on the banks of the 
Hudson. 

The temptation to indulge in fruit to excess here, is so 
great as to make a word of caution upon that point not 
superfluous. It is generally sup|H)sed that one cannot eat 
too many oranges, for example, and as tlioy abound here in 
perfection, the error becomes as serious as it is common. 
It is never worth while to eat more than two or thrc»c 
oranges in the course of a day, and though more may 
sometimes be eaten with impunity, a more free indulgence 
is very apt to induce a feverish and morbid condition of 
the system. Of other fmiU, the same temperance nei^ds to 
be observed. All that is required is tlie exercise of a little 
judgment, not forgetting, amid these unaccii^^tomed boun- 
ties of nature, the pro]x>rtions of fruit and vegetable diet 
to which your constitution is accustomed. 

Keep out of the sun as much as practicable, and avoid 
of all things, violent and heating exercises until you 
understand the symptoms by which your constitution 
vovealt the influenoe of the climate upon it A stranger 
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wlio \% not acciiMomod to a wanii cliinnto, may iiuliioe a 
ilaiii;<'ri>iH A»vor \*y a miii^Io oxcos*; of thin kind. WVt 
clotliCH art* (vjually to l)0 avoul»*cl; if only 4lani|>cnoii by 
tlio «le\v, tlioy kIiouM lx» pr«)ni]»tly chaiii;«'d, 

Ma«i4(uit<K*H alxjiinil in Jamaica, ami a^ soon a^tlic snn 
IV ts IxHTomo a i*4Tioas annovancc, Tli«' traveller vill do 
well to prontle liiins^'lf in advanco, m ith a gtKxl mtH<(uito 
not of a linn ti'xliire, with which he can protect himself 
from th«*ni entirely. Hiom to Ih> ]»nx*urcd in Jamaica, 
are generally too dense, and atKvt the circulation of the 
air. 

lliero are so f«*w faeilitit^s for travi'llin;^ uj»on the islaiul, 
that the strang«»r who wislu-s to go aUait much, will do 
wrll to huy a horic and wagon iimn<*diatoIy u|>on his 
anival, at a cost of a couple i>f InuHlnd «l«i|lars. \Vith 
tln'se lie can travel wlien and wIut«» 'k- ]»l<'as<^, and if li«* 
l>uv«i iutlieiou^lv, can sell theni wli. u he wishes to, for 
nearly what tiny o<»st. The expens** of journeyhig in this 
way >\ill he greatly reduced, and ilie comfort propor- 
tionately increased. 

The lM)arding houses are all kejit hy colored i>cople. 
The j>rice of Ijoard ranges from oiw u two dollars a day, 
in the Ixtter class of houses. Acconiinix to the English 
custom, the lx>anler pays only for his room and for such 
meals as he orders. Nothing is dono hero i>unctualK% 
and it is useless to attem]>ttohave m«aLs served at regular 
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and uniform hours. I found notliing punctual in Jamaica 
but the railroad and the sea a\u\ land breezes. 

The following letter, received recently from a gentle- 
man residing in Kingston, whom I have had occasion to 
quote once or twice before in the course of these pages, 
contains some further information upon many of the points 
to which I have referred, of sufficient interest to justify 
me in inviting to it the attention of my readers. It will 
be found a useful commentir}* u|x>n some of the pre- 
ceding diapters, which were all written and printed before 
its receipt 

Kingston*, Jamaica, 

23d Sept., 1850. 
Mr Dear Sir : 

* * * * J f^^i assured that this " Italv of the 

» 

West,^ and its proximity to your countr}*, need only to bo 
known to induce your men of enterprize to spend a iK)rtion 
of their time with us. You know we have i>eriwtual sum- 
mer, and that there is a springing vegetation in every 
montli of the ye.ir. Tlie products of our soil are very 
varied. I think wheat, if cultivated, would succeed. But 
I would refer rather to what is certain, such as Indian corn, 
millet, peas of all kinds, sugar, coffee, cocoa, ginger, 
pimento, indigo, cotton, flax phmts, yams, casscdy, anx»w 
root, tobacco, a variety of oil-producing nuts, grajn^ figs, 
and all tropical fruits in abundance, for which now tlierc in 
easy aooess to the American market Tlieso things, at 
least some of thero, oommand a high price on the spot, 
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particMil.-irly Iixliaii ooni ; wlu'iit uMinlly m'lU nt from 75 
o'liN to Hi^o.*! )ht Im^lwl, For •^r.-ijH'H it is not unusual 
to pMV ."lO out** |HT )N»iiii«l. 1 ]i:ii<l not v»t}' ioiii; npjo, 
?<4..')() lor a l»;irn*l of |H>ta(<M>?(. Tlu*^** |»n«*«*j* i^ill Mirpriw 
voii wlion 1 av«T, that two lioiir^ a tl.sv of work witli tlio 
li<M\ will HiitVkv to «'iia)»K* a man to ol»tain al>iui<1anc4' of 
f\M).l tor tin' v<ar. Tli«» f<K»d of tin* inlnnil wliicli i* not 
innM»rt«Ml, i"* rai'^•^l, n(»t l»y famwn* u^iini; iniploni^^uN of 
Iiu>l>an<lry, l»iit alnio>t entirely l»y tin* nii«Ml«* dju** of 
n<*irrti lal»ori*rs in tho country, y^Uo uft.n i*arr>'a l»askft full 
t»n tlii'ir lu*a«ls, IT) or'JO mill's to a market, ihio of your 
fitnall tarniors would «'0onomi2i* liin lalN>r, and )>rin;; similar 
pHnluctN to market in a cart, clioaiMT, with a |»rotit of 75 
per cent. 

1 wish wc had a hiriro, a voiy lanx«* im)»ortation of your 
colt>r«*d |H^o|»le wlio liave b<'en :Kvu>tomed to fannin|r. 
Our climate, ;in<l wliole state of sixielv, would suit tlicni 
intiuiiely hettt-r than Lihcria, and it w«>uld be a cheaper 
couise tor ilhin to a comfoi*tahl«' hoiii--. 

CJivat hai\Miii> <»!' land, with hiiil liiiLj'i on it, may still 
be had h<'r«'. Th<- s\nu oxjnMidodon tin* jiurcha.s*' of wliat 
is calK'd an " inipr<>v»<l farm'' in thr w. stern states, would 
junvhase hen- in many ca>e-i, a lari;»- tract of land with 
buiidiiu:*. Visitors of everv ta<te, and for every vari**ty of 
object, may i»robablv visit \is, n<i\v th.ii the way is rcnden^d 
so easy and pleasant by the steamor<. Tho most beautiful 
secluded retirements in a th-liixhtlul Italian climate in tho 
mountains, may be ]»urchasi'd for a tritlini^ amount, any 
from 2 to 3,000 dollars; but hir^o tracts of tine land may 
be purchased in many districts fur 1 or 2 dollars an acre, 



1 70 PRECAUTI0X8. 

and a comfortable living may be made ont of it bj a very 
small amount of labor. When I consider the hardships 
of settlers in yonr new states, vrith tlie cold, frost, snow 
and damp they must encounter, and ioe-1x)und dunng 
many mouths of the year, I wonder very mucli that all 
who are not of tlie most robast frannis of body, do not 
prefer our levels to settle on. 

lliere w an old prejudice n^inst our climate. It arose 
ftot amongst the first settlers, who pniised it for its delight- 
some sidubrity, but amongst those who followed them, a 
reckless, dissipated, over-wrought race, who cherished habits 
which the lejist reflection would have forbidden, and which 
in these daN-s have almost wlioily disappeared, lliero is a 
great deal of immorality alwa3rs incident to slave coim- 
tries. We are here, doubtless, subject to disease : to feven* 
particularly, but of the most manageable kind, generally. 
Your ffvers are much worse, and your liability to'cohls and 
inflaumiatork' attacks very much more I believe, endanger 
life than our fevers would. To the timid \nsitors, I would 
wifely say, that there is no risk to life in spending a winter 
here, so great as the risk attendant on a winter residence 
in America. I think there is much less, and in numerous, 
very numerous inst'uices, life is saved and greatly prolonged 
to a large class of individuals by residence here. 

To invalids it will bo a recommendation that we have 
abundance of medical men, of the highest qualifications 
that Britbh training can confer : men of true science, great 
experience, and unfailing assiduitv. You cannot in New 
York command higher skill I hardly believe. I am un- 
willing to extend this letter, already too long, except to say 
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tliatwliat I have written, I liavo carofullv considored, focl- 
iiii«; tlio responsibility of a reoonnnenil.-ition wliieli if not 
Well foinulcd, niiglit expos*^^ nie to re|>ri».u'li. 1 feel stronj^ 
jKirtiality to tlu? country aftor a resi«lone«j in it of ii[)W'ar«Ui 
of 17 yeai-s, and so nuich do 1 like tin* «'liniato, that 1 fivl 
the j^reatest repugnance to change it, uul«*s.sfor the ]ni]»or- 
tant consideration of education to my lH»ys, whom I intend 
to remove from England to America, that they may be 
nearer to me, and pay mo or I j»ay tln^ni, a visit diirin;^ 
the holidays, once or twice a year. I f«H*l that by our easy 
access to your country, th.* value of property, and tho 
advant'iges generally of a residence here, are ver}' greatly 
increased. Believe me to be. 

My dear sir. 

Very truly yours, 

\Vm. Wkmv«8 Anderson. 
John Big blow, Esq. 
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COXCLirslON. 



ALIENATION OF LAND. 



There are some difficulties attonclin<; the nlioiintiou of 
landf in Jamaica, 'which tend to prevent its sale to small 
capitalists. In the first place, many of the owners reside 
abroad and have to be consulted before their island ai[rents 
can negotiate. In the next )»Iace, the estates are veiy 
liable to be involved in an entail in some way, so that the 
fee cannot be transferred. Tlien the titles sometimes run 
back through a loug series of yea]*s, and their examination 
involves considerable expense oftentimes, and as English 
conveyancers have to be employed and paid English mea- 
sure, the UiX for conveying i)roiK?rty, is something of a dis- 
couragement to Uie purchase* of small freehold properties. 
Wlien the title of a largo estate is in a resident who wishes 
to sell the whole or parts of it, the matter is very nmch sim- 
plified, for he can have the title to himself, pro]K*rly au- 
thenticated, and then all who purchase under him take no 
risks against which it is not veiy easy to bo insuriKl. 
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Fon-!jfncr», however, i4iould bear in mind that no title to 
roal |»r<»|»^rty can \v<t in them, uiid«*r any cinumstanees, 
without thi*y have taken out U^iWn of naturalization, un- 
der the gn»at seal of the Governor of the i^land. To 
obtain iheik? ** letters" an ojitli of allojriancc- to the govern- 
ment of C«reat Dritain murit be taken. As many of my 
countrymen have manifested «k>me inclination to purchase 
iRinter residenci-s in Jamaica, they may fi^el an interest in 
seeini; tlie laws which d<'finc the terms u|)on which aliens 
may hold a title to real estate here. They are as follows : 

** 35 Car. 2d, c. 3. — It shall be \a\yM for the Governor, 
by instrument under the broad seal of this island, to mnko 
any alien or forei^^ner, who shall coim* to si>ttle and plant 
in tins i-^laii.]. haviiit^ tii*st Xahw the o.ith of all<*j^nnee, to 
bo to all ititmts .muJ |»ur|M»s4.-.H t'lilly iiaturali/^'<l, and csory 
swell |»ors«>a so aj»|»roved and named in sueh h-tters patent, 
shall, l»v virlue of twi> aet, have and <'ij«»y, to himself and 
his lii-irs, swell iniininiiti«'s and riuflitji of ah«l unto laws and 
privilrnfer of this i>rand, in as fwll and ample manner as 
any natural lx>rn subjects of the ( Havii have or enjoy 
witliin the same*, .is if he had been born within any of Uio 
realms or dominions of Enixland.'' 

"13 (ieo. 3(1, c. 14. — It shall be lawful for any person, 
Wing a toreijjn^T, or an alien, to lend money at lawful in- 
tercut, upon the security of any freehold or ie:is<'hold 
estate's in this island, and to hold the same as an eticctual 
security for the money lent," 
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" lb. «?c. 2. — On forfeiture of any snch socnrity mailo to 
such forei^jncr or alien, and the non-payment of the money 
so lent or due thereon, at the time therein stipnlatod, the 
le<jal estate upon which such mortgage shall have been 
gnuited, shall fri>m thenceforth become vested in the pix»- 
Mdent of the council, tlie speaker of assembly and the 
chief justice of this island, for the time K'ing, upon such 
tnisU, and for such uses, intents and purposes as shall be 
expressed in the orij^nal conveyances or securities made to 
the foreigner, or alien, for the money lent, and it shall bo 
lawful for every such foreigner or alien, his heirs, execu- 
tors, administrators or assigns, to bring and prosecute by 
him or his lawful attorney, his action or bill, in any court 
of law or equity in this island, in the names of the trus- 
tee* before mentioned, for the recovery of the money lent 
and due uiK>n such securities, by sale or otherwise, as 
effectually as natural subjects may do ; and such trustees 
are hereby required to allow their names to bo used in 
bringing or prosecuting such actions or bills for the pur- 
poses aforesaid. IVonded always, that no such foreigner 
or alien, shall, by any means whatever, bo entitled to ob- 
tain, or enter into the actual possession of any such lands 
or estates, or to foreclose tlio equity of redemption thereof." 

It will be perceived that an alien may tike a mortgage, 
but upon a forfeiture and sale, the property cannot come to 
him. The proceeds, as far as they go to tlio satisfaction of 
his claim, will be paid to him, but the property remains in 
the custody of ex-officio trustees, indicated by the statute. 
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A professional frioiul, nVi4lin«i: in Jmnaica, wlioin I con- 
8nlte«l abont the best nioilo for aliens to j^et an intor«»st in 
real pn»iHTty liere, sent me tlie followiiijx suxxijestions in a 
note containing the alnive extraets from the statute. Tlioy 
may be relicil n|x>n, a» far as they go. 

** It apjx^ars to mc that Americans Ji'simas of oht:iinin^ 
an interest in land hero, ought to hold it in the name of a 
British subjt^t, resident in America, in whom they havo 
ftill contidence, who might, if n^jnired, give them the far- 
ther security of a mortgage for a sum equal to the price, 
taken on such terms as to render the saK* as easy and direct 
as possible. It would not l>e necessary to register tlie 
mortijaije, unless bv the death of the holder of the lan<l 
without an heir or devisi'C capable of ♦•x«»cuting a convey- 
ance, it should bi^come nectssar}' to nuilize the value of the 
propTty by a sal«' uii«ler the mortg.-ii:'". T<> obviat«» any 
]»erplexity from the drath of the h«»Mrr of the lan<l, it 
migiit K' desirable to have two hnld«T^, sr> that in case of 
the doatli of one, the title might survive to the other. 

It is a pity that any such iiitlirect eourse should l>o re- 
quisite, and I bi'lieve that similar «lillicultirs as to such 
lioldings exist in all c<.^untries. It is «'«n«.idered a necessary 
j»olicy. 

A rosj>ectable alien might, I tliink. U? at all times safe 
from molestation to his title und«T tlu* ju>tice and gene- 
ri>sity of our public ofVkvrft. The m«: .1 sense of the com- 
nmnity would be outraged, lH*yi»nd •ndurance, were any 
attempt made to invoke the letter of the law to deprive 
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an alien of wbat was honestly his. Tliink for a moment 
of the reprisals it would provoke against Biitish subjects 
holding land in America, as many do with all safety, con- 
trary to the letter of your la\>-8. Your worthy citizens, 
would, I am sure, consider it infamous, as we would, to dis- 
turb such a holder. 

Such a management^ however, of the title, as I have 
suggested may be preferred by cautious people. 

I mentioned British subjects resident in America^ as the 
proper intermediate holders of such projHjrty, but your 
countrymen who come, desirous of settling amongst us for 
temporary purposes, would in very few cases be at a loss to 
find safe holders of their interests in land amongst Uio 
friends they would make here.'' 

Were aliens penuitted to hold property here, it is pro- 
bable that the United States would very soon furnish 
white labororn in Hufliciunt i^iiantitieM to hIiuw thtf agri- 
cultural capabilities of the island ; but there are ver}' few, if 
any Americans worth h.wng as fellow citizens, who would 
renounce their native country and tjike the oath of alle- 
giance to any foreign sovereign. I liJive no doubt, how- 
ever, in my own mind, that the title of an American 
purchaser in good faith, and his heirs, executors and as- 
signs, would be as fully protected in Jamaica as in the 
United States, during the continuance of peace between 
the two countries. If a war should occur, it would be 
unsafe to reckon upon a continuance of such protection. 
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Tlie alii^nation an«l mnnagoment of property incurs the 
followin;^ government ex|»enses: 

Ever}- nioitgatjo for £200, pavf* a stamp duty of £l ; 
a mortgage for £1,000, imys £4 ; for £3,500, j»ay8 £10; 
ami for £5,000, pay« £15. 

A Iea!k», where the yearly rent is less than £lOO, pays 
a stamp duty of lOs; when over £200 and under £300, 
it pays £l ; where it exc<»eds £1,000, it pays £3. 

Le.nses of waste and uncultivated lands, to the poor or 
laboring classes, for tenns not beyond three lives, or ninety- 
nine years, are exempt fniUi these duties. 

I*owers of attorney ]»ny the following stamp duties : 

To recover debts, or for the s;de of property, £1 

To manage a pen, ]»lantation or suirar estate, £3. 

If only a j)Iare of resit lence, moorland, or both, £l Cs. 

Any otlirr kind t^( jmiu.t, CI. 

OCnAX STEAMERS. 

The facilities of cninniuniiation and correspondence 
between Jamaica and \cw York, li.ive Wen greatly in- 
creased within the i»ast t>v«) yt-ars. There arc now four 
fn-st class steamers, of from 1,200 in 2,000 tons, running 
from New York to Chai:;n's, all of \>liieh stop, both going 
o\it and returninix, at Kinjxston. Tlie line that was tirst 
established, owed its existence to the enter|»nse of J, 
Howard & Son, shipping merchants, of Xcw York city, 
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who directed the Crescent City, then running to Chagros, 
to adopt Kingston ns a coaling <lepot She made her first 
visit to tlie island in the month of December, 1848. 
Shortly after, the more splendid steamer Empire City, of 
2,000 tons, was com])]eted and ]»ut U|>on the line, since wlien 
there has been an miintemi]>ti>d semi-montlily communi- 
cation. Almost immediately after this line was established, 
our government contracted with tlie proprietors, for the 
carriage of the mails between the two ports ; since when, 
the intercourse between the United States and the British 
West India islands has been growing daily more intimate. 

Two more first-class steamers have been placed on this 
route, by Messrs. Ilowland & Aspinwall, of New York, 
within the past year, making four in all, by which a sure, 
safe, and punctual conveyance between the two countries is 
always at command. Tlie fare in Uiese steamers, either 
way, for first cabin, iftlOO ; for second cabin, ^80 ; and for 
steerage, $50. 

The voyages average about six da}*s. No instance has 
yet occurred, I believe, of any steamer being over seven 
days in going either way. 

POST-OFFICE DEPARTMENT. 

Tliere is a general post office in Kingston, and there are 
ibrty-two other provincial offices. Tliere is but one daily 
'mail, and that is crrried between Kingston and Spanish- 
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aii«I Tliiiixlny aftt^nHionA, at Iiait'-jia^t u\o oVlock, to alt 
part?* of the i?»lan<l. Tho ri'tnni mail arriron on W«h1uo»- 
davH aiul SatiinlavA, niul iloIivenMl at niii«^ A. M^ makiii;; 
two rountry niailn |ior w<H'k. A h*tU^T iit»t oxfoeJinjj half 
an onniv, to Ijo conroyoil n<»t oxiiH'din;; *J0 miU*f^ » fliar^od 
8 contH, ovor tJO m\U^ anil nn«KT 100, \'2 contM, owr 100 
an<l uikUt 200, 16 oMit*. 

NKWrtPArKRS. 

There are two daily newspajM^rH paMi^lioJ In Jamaici^ 
?M»tli at Kiiii^ton. llio «»Iil«st in tin* Kint^aUm Journal^ 
established in 18.18, and edit«'d bv IIoIht! Jordan aiwl 
JColnrt r)s}H»nie, Inith colored ni<*n. 1 lii> is the up^an of 
tlu' i^ovrrnnh-nt, ;ind its ]»ro|.ri«tors nn- j«riiit«TH tor the As- 
SfinMv. Thov nn» hotli al<<> r/i«'7nlM'r> «•!' (hat ImmIv. 

TIic Cnhmial Staiuhird is th<' iiaiiM- « !' \\\o uiln'V dailr. 
It >vMs e>ta)»li>lK'd in l.S4l>, l>v W. ^mpm}, a tah-ntod anJ 
einTi-itic KiiixliMiniaiL wlio was torni'iiv the editor of 
anoth«T oneo |M>j»iilar jiiurnal, the KiiiLj^ton I>is|»atoh, 
whieh ho htl in 0(>ns»'i|(U'nct' i»f a iliti«r«'iice i)f <»|>inioa 
with liis nssooiat*', and wliicli has 1m nune fxtinct. The 
Stamlaril is the oiiraii of the coinitr\ partv, and d<*vuteQ 
to the advocacy of a jn'utfctive taritf, iv«luctiun of sdarie* 
and the importation of laljor from Afri* a. ^Fr. (Jirod is a 
jl^ood schohir and a vigorous writer, l>\u ratUer an incau- 
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tious politici<an. lie also occupies a sent in the Assembly. 
Tliere are three semi-weekly journals ]>rintcd in Jamaica, 
the Cornwall Chronicle^ at Montego Bay, establislied in 
1V81, of which Alexander I lohnes is editor; the Cornwall 
Courier^ at Falmouth, estahlished in 1832, and edited by 
Edward Bums: aiid the Falmouth Post, at the same 
place, estiiblished in 1835, and edited by John Ojstello. 

Tlie hijrhest circulation of the dailies, is from COO to 800. 
Tliat of the provincials in more limited. 

All these papers arc under the editorial man.ngement of 
cultivated men, and tlio ont^inal articles vovy uniformly, 
betray a degree of tasto an*] scholarship which is rarely to 
be found in American journalism. But their columns are 
chiefly filled with extracts from English journals, and ac- 
counts of what is doing ** at home," by which the stranger 
may perceive at once« that Jamaica has a transitory and 
dependent popuhition, and tliat she inspires among them 
so feeling of nationality or sentiment of home. 
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APPEXDIX A. 

A Visit to tiik Emperor ok IIaiti. 

** ( )n inv arrival at ]*ort-;ni-IVni«v, inv first care wa.H to 
ask M. IJayliaikl (iIh* Fn'noh consul.) t** j»n*s4«nt iiic to tho 
mail \\ln» at tli*- j»nx'iit nioiiu'iit, is tli«* r.'iitrL' of nttrac- 
tioii, a<liniratinn aii«l envy in tliis n*n)ot«' ]H)rti(>ii of tlie 
j^lulw. AftiT a tl.lay «»f af«*>v days, M. I »ay1iaiitl informed 
m*' tiiat tile il-sinMl iht«Tvi<'W wmild Iw ;xrant**d, and that 
il had Iwrn arraiiLr«'d that it should tak.* |»laiv on the f<il- 
lowiui^day. Al tlie appoiuttd time \v,- w. nt to the Palac«». 
This ediflt'*', wliirli Wa^ ill foiiilrr tMli* - tin- reM<lencc of 
tho uovmnuN of Si. l>ninin«^o, a»inn« > .m inniosin;; and 
evi'M royal a|»jM'araii( e when ooni|iai«'d witli th** wretched 
hovels of \vliioh tlie r«"-t <»f the town i> eonn>osed. In 
]H)int of fact, however, it w<iuM 1h» coiwi«l.r«d very medi- 
ocre in any c«>injtrv wlien* archit«'<tm*' lias made .some 
jiroLCress. Tlie jtalaei* is v.ry low, U-iii. «-om]>o>4d (»f only 
one story, raisid a few fe»'t from the;;rouii»l, ainl approach- 
ed hy four or five steps, which extend all aroimd the edi- 
fice. A coiut which is railed in, and in wliieh the Em- 
peror ]>asscs a review of his troops cnitn Sunday, reminds 
one va'LTUelv of that of the Tuillcries. On ^ntennor the palace 
we were shown into a waiting room, which I examined 
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'with Attention. The floor i^^ in white marble, the furniture 
in black hair-cloth and straw. On a richly carved table 
appeared a beautiful bronze clock, representing the arms 
of Haiti — namely, a palm-tree surrounded witli fascines of 
pikes and surmounted with the Ilirygian cap. The walls 
were deooratcd witli two fine |X)rtrait8, hung so as to cor- 
respond with each otlier. The one represents the celebra- 
ted French conventionist, the Abbe Gregoire, and the 
other the reigning Emperor of Haiti. Hie former is the 
work of an £uroj)ean artist ; the latter does honor to the 
talent of a mulatto artist, tlie Baron Colbert. I should, 
perhaps, have remarked more, if my attention had not 
been attracted by the step of his Majesty in the neighbor- 
ing apartment, into which we were j)resently ushered. 
Tliis apartment is hung with the jx^rtraits of all the great 
men of Haiti, and it is in it that the grand receptions are 
given. We immediately approached his Maj«'sty, who was 
dressed in a handsome griMu uniform, irrej»ro;iehable either 
in material or fonn. He wore two gold e))aiilottes orna- 
mented with two silver stars ; a ^i/ay we, provisionally orn.v 
mented with cr}'stal, decorated his brea«it. Ho had a sword 
by his side, and carried his hat in his hand. Ho com- 
menced by ginng us a very cordial shako of tho hand. 
He then sat down on a fauteuil, and waited with ap^^ear- 
ance of confusion and timidity, till M. Kaybaud addressed 
hinu We had, at his invitntion, sat down upon chairs, llio 
consul, after mentioning my name and profession, inform- 
ed the Emperor that I had come to visit his em]»irc simply 
ifom moUves of curiosity and amusement, and that it 
would have been a great disappointment to me if I had 
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bo<Mi ol»li<^<nl to Icnvo tho islniid without havin*^ hn«l the 
honor of b»*in;j rii.vi%tMl l»y hin M;ij«'^ty. To this speech, 
I aUiknl, *Sirc, it was* tho only ohjivt of my voyage,* at 
tho {w'uno time half rvnii*i from my M*at. II10 Kiiiixror 
imitati'd my movement, and tliankeU nu*, adilinj^ at the 
same time, * I have already had the ]»l(\'i>ure of fH.*eing this 
gontk*n)an at the review ou Sunday.' It ^\.•ls now my turn to 
otlor mv thanlw for this t1att«*rin«; reminiM'ence, The con- 
versation continued in the same maini<>r for about twenty 
minut<>!i. When we ros<* to tik«» our l«'ave of the Em- 
jHn>r, he n;^ain hIkkA hands with ua. 'HmH* salutations 
on our part, and as many on his cohchi«l<'d the ceri>mony. 
^ Faustin Soulou<jue i* compl<'t«*Iy Mack, hut liis fea- 
tures liave not l»y any means, that »av:in^o and hideous 
form which ignorance attributes to thr negroes of }»un*ly 
African origin. On tiie contrary, his f»aturcsare plcasin*^, 
and tlnTo is a ]>eculiar sweetness in liis >inilc. Tiiougli 04 
ycai*s of i\'j^*\ In* »1<H'> in)t aj»]K'arto In- in.»ro than .iO. In 
Ih'iglit \u' is nii«ldl«'->i/.«'«l. J lis breast i^ large aiul j»roject- 
iuLT, \i'\> sliuuMers bioatl. aii«l his hauiulh's chmisv, like 
thoNO for which Louis XVI 11 was jm vuliar. From the 
regularity t>f his teatures, his jirutlle looks like that of a 
n«»man Emperor. AVlun standing, hi> eor]i\iKnco niakc» 
him aj»pear little. Thcaigh naturally tariunn, he is always 
dignitied and choice in his words. It i^- right to rcctily an 
error which attributes to him an enti.« i^cnorance of the 
French Lmguage. In my presence he >j.oke very correctly, 
and without any mixture of creolici^nis. lie has also 
Ix'on accused of not bointf able eitln r to read or riirht. 
The trutli l«», that he signs his name 1« gibly, and even in 
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cases of necessity writes letters, and besides tliat, he reads 
every evening, without the aid of a secretory, the new his- 
tory of Ilaiti, which has just been published by M. Modion^ 
a native of much merit, and has recently been created a 
baron. lie is greatly annoyed at the caricatures of him 
pubhshed in the Paris Charivari, and tiie jokes of the 
press in general. On this |>oint he is susceptible to an in- 
credible extent 

^ Faustin Soulouque is of tlie most humble origin. He 
was born a sLnve on the property of M. Viallet Tliis 
gentleman, who is an European, has l>een pointed out to 
me. He has succeeded in esca]>ing all tlie revolutionary 
storms which have agitated this country, and at present 
is an inhabitant of Port-au-Prince. The Emjximr Sou- 
louque hanng one day recently met him, went up to him 
and said, ' Although I am an Emperor to the re^t of the 
world, I cannot but look Ujxin you as my master.' * And 
I,' replied M. Viallet, 'consider myself as your subject.' 
How strange are hunian destinies I 

** At the j>eriod of the evacuation of Haiti by the French, 
the emancipated slave entered as a soldier the anny of 
General Dessalinos. From step to step, he rose to the rank 
of colonel, and he held tliat rank at the ]K*riod of tlie fall of 
the President Boyer, a grave event, in which tlie present 
Emperor was not at all implicated. From tliis taciturnity — 
a quality which among the blacks is considered to denote 
the most approved wisdom and discretion — ^he was admit- 
ted into the secret of the several conspiracies which suc- 
ceeded each other from 1843 to 1847. Having been 
created a general of division under Richer, he only owed 
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his election as Emperor to the acci<K*iit of his name havin<:; 
been mentione«l in the Senate at the moment when tlio 
votes were di\'iJed between two caiKhdates, neither of 
whom had a sufficient majority. ][<' then liecame tlio 
means of concihation between the ]»nrties. Tlie bhicks 
voted for him on acooimt of his eU»iiv skin, the mulattos 
because tliey thought they had no n;i-<>n to fear the am- 
bition of one who had till Uien been «|nite unknown. But 
tlie latter were not long in discoverinir tiiat they had given 
to themselves a master, and not a tloxible instrument. 
Ilencc proceeded tlie sanguinary ev«-nts of tlie month of 
April, 1848. 

**Soulou«iuo triumphed hi oonscrpi. nee of hw display- 
ing a terrible eneniV of chanicter. His \Tctor}' was dis- 
graced by some frightful executions. IVrtidioas counsel- 
lors drove him into a course of veng«'ance, speaking of 
nothing less than exterminating the whole colored race, who 
tonii llic fifth of tlio population of Haiti. In thisstiite of 
inatttrs, the consul-gonoral of Franco .i<«|uirod forever the 
trratitudeof hunianitv. In the mitUl of th«* balls which 
whistlod through the streets of rort-au-l*rinc<», he repairi'd 
totho chief of the state, and succe<«ltMl, aft«'r rciti'rateil 
etVorts, in obt-iinini; fR)ni him an amno siv, which excluded 
only twelve jx^rsons whose safety had l»eenaln*ady secure<L 
In departing \\\\}\ the goo<l news M. liaybaud sjiiil to Sou- 
louque, * President, of all the jx»rsons here present, I am 
tlio only one who does notdej>end on you, ami my opinion 
should apjKiar to you «'it leftst tli«» most disinterested!. 
Many of these j>ersons (jM>inting to tlif in>tigatorH of Ui<^ 
crime,) excite your resentment as niwoh uf> poK^ible, and 

9 
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drive you to the most sanguinary measures, without in tlie 
lea«5t troubling Uiemselves about tlie opinion that will l>e 
entertnincd of you beyond this island.' These last words 
made the greatest impression on the mind of Soulouque, 
and the hand of the conqueror, ready to strike the con- 
quered, was arrested by this appeal to the tribunal of cinl- 
ized nations. Soulouque for the l<'ist two years w*as ]>rinci- 
pally occupied in re-conquering the Spanish part of the 
island, erected into the Dominican liepublic, when, to the 
suq»rise of the European press, he was proclaimed Emperor. 
Peoplo liave generally agreed in 8.iying that he did not 
solicit this advancement ; and, at any rate, he did not yoke 
himself a phigiarist of an idea which lias always been 
attributed to anotlier President 

** Tlie name of Emj>eror expresses nothing Najxileon-liko 
atllaiti; it supix)ses only an authority better n*s|KH.*ted 
than that of President^ and recalls to the Haitians the 
popular recollection of Dessalines, who, in reward to the 
8er\ices rendered to his countiy^ had l)een proclaimed Em- 
peror. The following is, in few terms, the way in which 
the change in the form of government was brought 
about : — A certain number of military and civil citizens 
addressed, on the 20th of August, 1840, a jietition to the 
Chamber of Representatives, demanding that tlie title of 
Emperor should be conferred on his excellency tlie Presi- 
dent Soulouque. General Vil Luban, commandant of the 
garrisoD of Port-au-Prinoe, expressed the same wish, as 
well as the principal officers present in the capital. On the 
25tli, the Chamber took cognizance of the petition, ap- 
proved it, and transmitted it on the same day to the Sen- 
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aU^, wlio pave it tlioir Kinction. Not a voiw was rau««^il in 
di'fenoc of the cxpiriii*^ n^|)uhlic. < >ii tlio 2Ctli, tho two 
^^at nowors of the Stale conveyed liis proiiK.ition t*> Soii- 
louque, accompanied with a crown and a crusss ^nd ex- 
pn»ssetl their devotion in the raofit inonaMiical temis. 
Tlie coup (Tetat^ if such it be, was aei*onipanird with tlio 
legal forms, and met \nth no opposition am-where. TIio 
cotuititution was iramediat«^ly put into harmony ^-ith tlio 
ni'W order of things*. Such as it U at present, it gunran- 
U»e» the essential rights of citizeas, and leaves, in appear- 
ance, little latitude of arbitrary proceeilings. Unfortunately, 
here, as elsewhere, practice continually contradictM thoorj-. 
Entering completely into his im|>erial role, Faiistin I. did 
not delay creating orders and titK»8 of nobility, lie is 
greatly honored for his conception, s«> favorably reeoiviHl 
by tho llaitiaas, who, amongst other resemblances to tli«»ir 
former rulers, have always l>«vn as vain as cocks. There 
are at pres^^nt two f>rders in the empir-^ — tlie militar}' order 
of St. Faustin, and tho civil ordrr of tin* Ix^giuu of lIonr>r. 
The EnijK^ror pn^lainied himself tln^ grand master, and 
has made grand crosses, and c<^>mnianders and knights 
Tlic titles are tlu><e of princes, dukes, counts, barons and 
knights. The juinces and the dukes have Wen chosen 
amongst the generals of di\*ision an<l the xice admirals ; 
the counts amongst the generals of brigade and the rear- 
admirals ; tlio barons amongst the adjutant generaU, tho 
colonels and ca]>tains in the na\y ; the knights amongst 
the lieutenant colonels and commanders of the navy. An 
assimilation of gradi-s has Ix^en in some njeasure estab- 
lished between the civil and the militiiiT functionaries. 
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Tlic senators, the representatives, the judges, the superior 
officers of the customs, &c., are all barons. Fur the wo- 
men, besides the feminine of the titles accorded to the 
men, there exists the 8j)ecial title of Marchioness. The 
first ordinance decrees the creation of four princes and 
fifty-seven dukes. Tlie princes, named at the same time 
Marshals of the Empire, were the Generals Pierrot, La- 
zarre, Souffraud and Bobo. Tliey receive, with the title of 
Most Serene Highness, that of Lord. To the ducal quality 
is attached the title of His Grace, and the name of some 
locality. From tliis after circumstance arise the denomi- 
nations which have led astray the Euroj^ean and American 
journals. Tints Gen. Geffrard is Duke of the Table, Gen. 
Luiding, is Duke of Marmalade, Gen. Segrattier, Duke of 
Frose-Bonbon, Gen. Alberti, Duke of Lemonade, &c l^ut 
the Table, Marmalade, Frose-Bonbon, Lemonade, &c., are 
all places marked in the ancient geography of the country. 
King Christopher already made ase of them for the same 
purpose as Soulouque, and wittily said, * Tlie French, when 
tliey laugh at my Marmalade and Lemonade, forget that 
they have amongst themselves des Pots and dcs Bouillon^ 
These two illustrious names are certainly lost in tlie dark- 
ness of times ; but have we not seen in our own day M. 
Salvandy desirous of being called Count do Chante-Merle ? 
The princes and dukes are all grand crosses of the order 
of St Faustin, and all have die grand cordon of tlie Le- 
gion of Honor. Another ordinance produced at once 
ninety-one counts. They are all styled Excellency, and 
their titles, like those of the dukes, are taken from difiercnt 
localities. Thus we have, amongst others, the Count de la 
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STin«|ii«% tin* (.\miit <lo rMH»jio*, tli«* Count do Diamant, 
tho Count tlo ]^•relM*^ tli«) Count <1«* la lt«inilKir(l«\ ^'c. 
All tlu' iMuntA ar»' oo!nni:iiKl«'rK of tlu* <.>nl«'r of St. Faiu^tin 
and otVkvrs of tlio Lc^i^on of Honor. Moro prodijjral of 
liin favom as lio il«*so«Muls in the »cnl«» of arintocraoj, tlio 
Kni]KTor liAA cn\')tiHl an innunioniMt' mam of Uamiw and 
knii^^litA. I»uiA XIV, in the iniiUt (»t' hiA Kplendons did 
not |»orha]tH inin^^ino as many hononiry chan<^ as the 
Eni|HTor KaU'itin. Amoni^it his hoU'nhohl, li^^rea grand 
almoner, a itrixuH m.'ister of the pantry, a <^nnul marshal 
of tho palace, a <iuarl«*r master, <j*'ntK*nien of honor, g*>- 
wniors o( the royal palac^'n and cast I. s, ]»;i«^efs master* of 
cen'monips, lihrarian, heralds at arni^, ^c. The Emprom 
Adclina has likovise h<*r hoib«ehold, which in com|HiAcd 
of a jixrand almoner, two ladit'H of honor, two tiro-women, 
fifty-six lndi«s of the ]ialne<^, twi'uty-two ladii*^ of the cha- 
p'l, (nil dur]»»'Nsos, count* 's.>«\<;, }>;iron<^-i<'s, ladi(,>s of knights, 
or ninri'liiuiK'ss^s,) ch.nnlM'rlains, ixro.nis, ]»a;;«'s, «kc. Tho 
in)|M'n;il j»rim*«'ss, Madame < Mivia Kaustin, ])ossesso8 an 
equally hiilliant hous4'hold. Ih-r ;jc«>uvernant«? is Madame 
Ic CiiovaliiT de noulieiir. The co-tunie of tho nobility 
has yx'on rei^ulaled witli particular care. The princes, 
dukes and Counts must wear wlii to tiiuics, the barons red 
ooat*j, and the kuii^hts blue coats. They are, moreover, 
distini^uished by the nundK^r of j»hnn«'s in their hats. Tho 
j>rinces liave nine, the dukes si'v< n, the count** &\Cf the 
barons three and the knights two. An ordinance decresa 
in minute terms the iiiquette of the court. The fjentlemcn 
nmst ai»i>ear in unit'urni ; tho ladies in full dress. *nie 
nobles i^uard their swords,' the ordonnance says, * as their 
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finest ornament* Tlie tabouret is resen'cd for the princes 
and princesses, the dukes and duchesses, whilst folding 
chairs are allowed to counts and countesses, barons and ba- 
ronesses, knights and their ladies. Soulouquo is actively 
occupied in raising Haiti to the height of the ancient mo- 
narchies of Eurojie. Ideas of war engage him without 
intermission — ^a brave soldier, ho Is determined to eftaco 
the defeat of Azud, where a few hundred Dominicans, pro- 
fiting by the inacdon of the Haitian army, gained an easy 
victory. Two war steamers have been ordered in Europe. 
The campaign is to open next month, llie chances ap- 
pear very bad for St Domingo, the i^pulation of which is 
only about 150,000, whilst that of Haiti is upward of 
600,000. The unfortunate republic has already in vain 
appealed to the protection of France and England, and 
now solicits the intervention of a power of tlie second order. 
Reduced to extremities, she may cast herself into the arms 
of the United Stites ; such an eventu<ility might occasion 
grave complications. What especially encourages Sou- 
louque in his warlike projects is, that the excellent sale of 
coffee, the principal article of export, increases greatly tlie 
resources of this year. Tlie system of monopoly intro- 
duced by the minister of finance, M. Solomon, has been 
crowned with complete success, however contrary it may 
appear to sound notions of political economy. The ordi- 
naiy revenue of Haiti is valued at about £240,000 ; offi- 
dal situations are paid accordingly, llie Emperor re- 
ceives about £3,200 a year, the Empress from £1,000 to 
£1,200, the three ministers have each a little less than 
£120 a year as their sahuy. The French indemnity 



A VISIT TO THE EMPEROR OF liAITT. 199 

wei^X^i'* lioavily uii tho buili^ot llio rl«Tj^' costs very little ; 
there are not more than fi»rty-eyit |>riesU in the whole 
hounds of the enijnro. IVojile hav«* Uhmi mistaken when 
they spoke o( the iiilhk'noc of the Jesuits at the ctiurt of 
lWt-au-1'rince. The Haitian territory is closed a<;ainst <iU 
monastic orders. The Viear AiM>stMlii*, tli<* Ahlw Ct^sseiis, 
who h:is been rei)resented as the ap-nt of the discijik»s of 
Loyoht, stnctlv contines himseU' to th** ri'limoits duties of 
his clian^e. As for the authority of the ministers, it is to 
l>c wishfd that it were s^mu'wliat ;rr«;it*'r. They are men 
of aeknowledg»Hl merit M. .RuirOiOA, minister of fon»igii .<'/"/ 
affairs, of the interior, of war and of marin<', would shine 
in the most civi]ize<l countries, llv '\< a clear mulatto. M. 
Solomon, minister of tinancc and of conmierci% and M. 
Francis* [ue, miuistor of justice and of woi-shi]*, are jot 
black. In conclusion, an<l to resume my j^cneral im|»res- 
sirnis of Haiti, I mu^t s;iv, that I found the elements of 
civiliziition in a country which lin^ )»cen suj»jK>sod to bo 
Ci>mj»let4*ly ]>Iuni;«Ml in harban>n]. In all si>cial relations, 
I have onlv had to conu:raiulat4' mv^«lf on the character of 
the inhabitants. The hiirhwavs atlonlcd a s^curitv which 
apiK\Mrs fabulous. In the towns, I met all the chnrms of 
civiliz*.'d life. Tln^ ^rac<sof the ladies of Port-au-Prinoo 
will never be effaced from my rcculi'viion.'' 
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AITKXniX 1>. 

In estimating tlio policy wliioh Eii«;Iand w puisiiiiirf 
towards tlio island of Jamaica, it is n4>ce»sar}' to have in 
the niin<l some |>n>\in)at4} notion of the mn^iituJo ainl 
pHMluctivo |>owor of her colonial p«»sso»wioa% over wlik'h 
govcnnncntjil control has to b.» cxortiHl. For the convenience 
of my iva*hfw I have ct^mpiled tlu* fojlowinjj statement of 
tlieir extent, ]>opulation, and n*source« from It. Mont- 
gomery Martin* 8 elabonite work on ** The British Colo- 



nies,'' 



TeUITOIUAL KxTKNT and Toi'l'LATIOK. 

In Asia — l>fni:al, Madras, l>oinl.:iy, Si:iiid«', tlie N. W. 
pmvinci'S of Ilimlostan, tlu^ Puiii.uij, Assam, Arracan, 
Savoy, IVnassorim, Wollfsloy IVuviinv, and Malacca ; the 
]>1ands of Ceylon, Penani^, SiiiLfajKHO, Labiian, JIuii*^- 
Kong; area, (in round nunilH^i"s,) s<v»'n hundred thoasnud 
s^iuare miles ; iH)pulation alnjut on«- liundred and twelve 
million. In addition to this territor}' actually U'longing 
to the Hriti^h crown in Asia, there are tributary suites, 
cxtendin:^ over half a niillion si^uarc miles, and contiiinin^ 
more than iifty million peo]>le. 
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In North America. — ^Tlie Canadas, (Upper and Lower,) 
Nova Scotia, New Brunswick, and Ca|M3 Breton, and the 
Islands of Prince Edward, Newfoundland, and Vancou- 
ver's and Queen Charlotte ; witli an area of more than 
half a million of square miles, and two millions inhabit- 
ants. We have also on the continent of Nortli Americ<i, 
the territories belonging to and under the control of, the 
Hudson's Bay Com[»any, extending from the'northern fron- 
tier of Canada to the Fro7X!n Ocean, and from the Atlantic 
to the Pacilic, which comprises upwards of three milhoas 
square miles, and a population of about one hundred 
and twenty thow^ind. 

In South America. — Demarara, Essequibo, and Ber- 
bice ; Uonduras and the Fiilkland Islands. Area about 
two hundred thousand square miles, population one hun- 
dred and fifty thoasand. 

In the West Indies. — ^The Islands of Jamaica, tlio 
Caymans, Trinidad, Tobago, Barbadocs, St Vincents, Gre- 
nada, Antigua, St Lucia, Dominica, St Christophers, 
Nevis, Montserrat, Anguilla, Tortola, and tlie Virgin Islands, 
Ph>videnoe and the Bahamas, and the Bermudas. Area 
about twenty thousand square miles; population nearly 
one million. 

Ik Africa. — ^The Cape of Good Hope and Natal, tlie 
the Mauritius and Seychelle Islands, Aden, (in Arabia,) 
Sierra Leone, the Gambia, Cape Coast Castle, Accra, ami 
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Aniuimaboo, tlio I^lalKl» <»f SU ][<1<*iia aiul A)H*cnHion. 
An*a four huiulriMl thoiiHjUid H«|Uaro niilen; itopiibition 
eight liuiulreJ tliousaii«l. 

Ik Ai'KTRALiA. — llio great I>L-iiid of A^j^tralia, or 
New IIolLoiiJ, which cfiiitaian tlii- K'ttloiiu^iitH of New 
South Wnlcii, Tort rhili|>. South Australia, Western Aua- 
tralhi or Swan Kivor, Northom Au>tralia or Port EKsing'- 
toD, Van Dionu'urH L^huid, New Zealand, Norfolk IslanJ, 
and the Auchhtnd LlamK Ansi more tlian thrco million 
ti|iiare mileH ; |K>|»uIation half a inilli«»n,of whom 325,000 
wro £uro{N*ans and th<>ir d('scon<Lintji. 

Ik EuRorE. — (lihrahar, MalUi, ^Injso, Corfu, Cejilialo- 
nia, Z:int4% Saiit^i Maura, Ithaca, aini CVrijj:o in die Medi- 
ti!muK\'m, and I I(*li;j:oIand in the Ctfmmn Ocean. Jcrsoy, 
(»u«'rns«'v, AKlornt'V, and Sark, li;»\«' Won hold as liofs i>f 
tlio Crown sinvo tho n*ii;n of ^\ illiani tlie Con<jucror. 
Tho an'a of thoso torritorios and d« j»ondontios is alx>ut lif- 
toon hundred S4[uaro niilos ; ]K»]»ularu>n nearly half a mil- 
lion. 

Total area, eiffht miU'tini s<jnaro miles ; |>oj>ulation 
about oiM* hundred and twenty million, * ♦ * * 

In Uritlsh Nortli America then- aro about two million 
white iidiabitant*^, of whom six hundred thousand arc of 
Fi>iiiek descent, and tlie remaimh^r of the Anglo-Saxon 
rM«» There are also a1x>ut one hun«lred thoasand Indians 
in the territories coniided to tho management of the Hud* 
nc*iV lUy Company. 
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In South Africa, the British subjects are Dutch, 
English, Hotteotots, Cafii^, &c. At the Isle of France 
and Seychelles, principally French ; at Aden, Arabs ; on 
the west coast of Africa, negroes. 

In Australia there are about three hundred and 
twenty-five thousand of the Anglo-Saxon race, and no 
other European blood ; Uiere are probably one hundred 
thousand New Zcalandcns a fine race; and scattered 
savage hordes in AustraUa. At Gibraltar there is a medley 
of many Mediterranean and African races. At Malta, a 
peculiar population, partaking of the characteristics of the 
various nations under whose dominion the island has 
passed. In the Ionian Islands, the inhabi tints are princi- 
pjdly Greek, with some Venetian blood ; in Heligoland, 
Germans, and in the Xonnnn, or Channel Islands, French. 
The langujiges s]M>ken throughout tlie British empire, are 
Enghsh, French, Italian, Dutch, Spanish, Portuguese, 
Greek, Persian, Arabic, Maltese, Chinese, Annenian, Ilin- 
doostanee, Bengallee, Mahratti, Tamul, Teloogoo, Car- 
natica, Ooria, Singale, Malay, Burmese or Assamese, 
Hottentot, Eaffre, Negro, New Zealand, and various bar- 
barous unwritten tongues. Tliere are about 5,000,000 
Christians in our foreign possessions, including the Luth- 
eran, Latin, Greek, and Syrian Churches. Tliere are about 
50,000,000 Hindoos, professing tlie religion of Brahm 
or Brahma; about 20,000,000 Mohammedans; about 
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10,000,000 lUiiUii«tM or JaitM, a mimII iiumlior of Uio 
Zoroii^U*r crocd, mid tlio iviuaiiHler aro iJoliiten of variou:! 
<k»cri|4ioiiK. * * * • • • ♦ 

l>tiin:itiii«^ tlio >\liolo p<>|>uUition of tho UritUIi cinpiro 
at 130,000,000, iiot more tlinn 20,ocm)/k>0 conxuino tV^sIi 
•biiiHlAiitly ; abi»ut 10,000,000 rat of it K[>ariiigly; 
24,000,000 occ:i>ioiially partako of it, and 70,000,000 
live }>riiKMi>ally on vojrotablrH and Mi. Wlivat, oatR, and 
barW constitute the |»riiK>ipl«> ^iniiitNuroU8 ibtnl of about 
34,000,000; iK>tatoeH, puls«\ and other vc^^ctableti., of 
about 10,000,000; and rice, nnii/^-, millet and f«evcral 
minor grains, of about 80,000,000 jh^ijiIo. With regard 
to fermented or distilKnl <irink, ab(»ut 10,000,000 use ^iiio 
frequently, '^5,000,000 malt li«iu<»rs, 35,000,000 distilled 
liquor^ and al>out G0,0t)0,O00 i\nijiih' tln'msi'lves chii*rty 
to aqueous In^Nvra^^rs. AUmt onr 1 wilt* the population of 
tlie 1inti>li oinpire rositle witliiii tlw tonjjKTate, and the 
other half within tho torrid z<»m». * * * ♦ 

llie whole Runis voted by l^arliaiuont for the chnl ex- 
ptvt^itmrt of the colonies in 1849, d^rrived from the reve- 
nui'^i^ltivat Britain, were, in rouiid numlnTS — l^aliamasi, 
£St>0; IVrmuda, £4,000; l^rinco toward Wand, £2,- 
000; WeNtem Coast of Africa, £10,000; Wesiom Aus- 
tr^lii^ £7,400; Tort Essinjj^ton, or Northern Aastralia, 
(aK)iii «*> \^ abandoned,) £l,70U ; Ntw Zealand, £20,- 
000; Helgoland, £1,000; Falkland Islands, £5,700; 
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Hong Kong, £28,000 ; Labuan, £10,000; Governoi-s and 
others in tbo West Imlics, £18,000; St Ilolena and re- 
tired servants of East India Company, £17,000. Total, 
£128,000. Clergy in North America, £l 1,500 ; Indian 
Department, C<inada, £14,000; Justices or Sti^xindiary 
Magistrates in the West Indies, Mauritias, <S:c., £41,000; 
Militia and volunteers in Canada, £G,000 ; Emigration 
department, £13,000; Colonial office, £37,000. Total, 
£133,000. Thas, it will be seen, that the total civil 
charges of tlio whole of our colonies defrayed out of the 
home exchcfjuer, directly or indirectly, jx^rmanently or 
temporarily, is about a quarter of a million sterling. 

The people of IWtish India provide the whole of the 
civil and military charges of Uindoostan, defray annually 
the expenses of twenty to thirty thousand of the Queen's 
troops ; the cost of the Court of Directors of the East In- 
dia Company in Leadenhall street, and of the India Board 
in Westminster. Tlie con\-ict expenditure in Australia 
and Bermuda, is about £225,000 a year, but this outlay 
results from vice and crime in the United Kingdom, and is 
not chargeable to our colonies. Tlie total military cost for 
the pay and commissariat of tlie Queen's troops in all our 
oolonies was, for the year 1847, say, £1,503,050, commis- 
sariat, £070,142— £2,174,050. Of this sum, £003,718 
was for the Capo of Good Uope, during the Caffre war. 
In some of the oolonies there are local corpft, as in tl 
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Wti4 IimIh-s C«*yl«»ii ;iiul Malta. Th*iv aro niilitL'i coq^ft 
ill M*\onil «if i»ur M'tt!<*iii«MiU ; tlius4* of oiir North Aiuori- 
call c«»l<Hii«-?« c<iiii|Nr«c 3.')0,1.10 nu-ii. • • ♦ 

* * * Tin* i»lii|»)iiiii; n»«;isU»i\Hl a-^ Kiiliii<|^ vesii«»lM in tho 
IlritiAU culoirK!« in Nurtli Aiiiorira, AiLHtralia, Africa Aiid 
die W\*94 Iiitlii'.% ainouiiU to half a luillioii t«>ni^ and tho 
i4t*ain \n<(«<'lH to Hxteon thuus'uul tniis. Tho I^ritwli ship- 
|)iii<^ cU*anMl «»ut o( tho |iortji of tlio riutinl Kiii(^loni, for 
tliti liriti!«1i ]Mi>.'k.*^MuiiA aloiio, in 1817, ainountoJ to mora 
than 2,000,000 t«>iw. 

♦ • • CH* 7,000,000 ewt.ofHU^arini|M>rtc4l, our colonivd 
furnisli 6,500,000. Thi«y rmiJ iw ;iIm» 35,000,000 Ibei. of 
ci>fti*c, 4,000,000 \h^ of c<MH>ii, 7,000 gallons of rum, 
1,000,000 \\f!^ of cinnamon, 13,<»o(»,000 llu*. l»c|ii»or, 
2,O(»O,0O0 ;^alls. of vcplal>l«« oils, s.noO,000 ll*s. of iuili- 
jjo, 40,000,000 11 IS. of WtHjj, (>lMt|.) 100,000,000 lU, of 
ci>tton wool, 1,000,000 lU. of hilk, l,o00,000 ovu of rico, 
1,000,000 loads of tinil»or, als4j corn, ]»rovisions, flax, hemp, 
hides, hkiiLH, KiltiK'tro, j^iuns, ilru;:^, «lycs, nieUils, A:c^ all 
cai>:iblc of indefinite inore;use. In jMi alone, Newfound- 
huid has contributed to tho enij.in' to the value of about 
£200,000,000, a richer wealth than tlie South American 
mines yielded to Spain. 

Tlio cxjiorts of manufaeture*! articles from tho United 
Kingdom, to the colonies, nearly «"|uals our whole exix>rts 
of simihir artick'S to every part of tli«'gloU\ Mr. DTsraeli 
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stated in Parliament on July 2(1, 1849, ^ that in the article 
of Calicoes alone, there has been an export to the British 
colonies, from 1831 to 183G, of 313,000,000 yards more 
than to all the rest of tlie i^orld,^ and it must be remem- 
bered that a colonial trade is even more valuable than a 
home trade, becaase not only are the two profits on buy- 
ing and selling obtained by the citizens of the same em- 
pire, but a larger and valuable amount of shipping is em- 
ployed. 

British ludia and Ceylon consume annually British and 
Irish produce and manufactures of tlie value of £0,000,000. 
North American colonics £4,500,000; West Indivs 
£3,500,000; Australian colonies £2,000,000; the Afri- 
can Settlements more tlian £2,000,000; the European 
and other Settlements require for use or sale about 
£2,000,000. Our colonial exi)ort trade tlierefore, amounts 
to £20,000,000 a year, and is annually increasing. Tliis 
oomnieroe, in a national ]K>int of view, is double the value 
of an equal amount of foreign commerce, for the reasons 
above stated ; namely, that the whole profits tlieroon ac- 
crue to the empirei and are in no way divided with foreign 
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